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American Academp of Arts and Sciences,

BosTox, WepNEspAY, Juxe 13, 1888,

Tae Adjourned Annual Meeting, held in the Hall of the
Acedemy this day at eight . M., was devoted to a commemo-
ration of the life and services of Asa GrAY, who had died
on January 30th of the same year, The Premdent, Professor
Joseph Lovering, presided, and after the reading of the rec-
ord opened the proceedings with the following words: —

Tho death of Dr. Asa Gurhudrmﬂjbeenlﬂnnun;ﬂdmthe
Apademy in the useal simple manner, and the Council has discharged
ita duty in providing for an appropriate notice of his life and acientifie
work. Before calling for the reading of this paper. I desirs to suy a fow
words, and present some resolutions.

Nowhere else, except in his home, will Dr. Gray be so much missed
" se in this hall, and from thess meetings. He was elected into the
Academy oo November 10, 1841, —a year before he took up his resi-
dence in Cambridge as Professor of Natural History in Harvard Uni-
versity. From the first, he was devoted to the scientific interests of tho
Academy, and active in its administration.

He was the Corresponding Secretary for seventeen years, viz. from
1844 to 1850, and again from 1852 to 1863. He was highly qualified
for this office, as he had & large personal acqueintance with the scientific
men of Europe. He was Chairman of the Committes of Publication
for four years, viz, from 1840 to 1350, and in this capacity inangurated
the publication of the Proceedings of the Academy in cctavo form, to



6

supplement the ponderous volumes of Memoirs. He was President for
ten years, viz, from 1863 to 1878, As Corresponding Secretary and
President, he waa an ex officie member of the Couneil, and for six years,
&t other times, by election, — in all for seventsen yesrs. Buot all these
official duties are only the means to an end: this end is the advance-
ment and diffusion of science. The richness of Dr. Gray's contribu-
tion to the Memoirs and Proceedings of the Acsdemy admits of no
comparigon ; thongh it was ouly the overflow from his abundant learning,
~ which was circulating at the same time in numerous other channele.

In viow of Dr. Gray's many and varied services to the Academy, of
his devotion to his chosen science, his exalted character, and his inspir-
ing exampls, I propoee to the Academy to put on record the following
resolutions ; —

Rasplved, That, ss Fellowa of the Aeadsmy, we are deeply sansible of
the losa it has suffared by the death of one who has been associated with it
for forty-seven years, who has served it zealonsly in many relstions, and
who bas done much o maintain its usefulness and the honor of its name at
home, and o make it respected throughout the world of science.

Hesolved, That, as members of the community, we realize that it also
sustaing a bereavement in the death of our lamented associate which is
not fully measared by his scientifie work and repatation, great as these
wers, DBy his unselfish dovotion to his favorite studies, by his wide sym-
paibies, whieh condescended o the youngest and least knowing lover of
nature, by his joyous spirit and his simple Christian life, he has shown
that complate devotion to stience can be réconciled with the highest inter-
ests of humanity, '

Resplved, That a copy of thess resclutions be sent to Mra. Gray, his
helpful companion in his life's work, with the respectful sympathies of the
Fellows of the Academy.

The resolutions offered by the President were seconded by
Mr. Avgustus Lowell.

Mr. Peesipenr,— I have boen asked o second the resolutions
presented, and to offer o few thoughts suggested by the affectionate
reverence with which we dwell opon the memory of our dear friend,
Dr. Gray.
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In recalling him, we paturally think first of the affection he inspired.
We remember the charming smils, the ready grasp, the strong expres-
sions of interest, with which he grested ns. We remember his readiness
to help, his patience, his eympathy. None sver sought his aid without
being impressed, first, by the certainty of his knowledge, and then by
the great kindness with which he gave it. The affection of all who
have ever henefited by his teaching is the highest tribute that can be
paid to that side of his character.

Dr. Gray was & man of singular simplicity. That conscivusness of
power he had which is essential to high achievement, but so easily and
‘almost, from the start did he sssnme the place that he was to fill in
acience, that ha bore about him none of the aigns of conflict, but held it
ag a birtbright. Ranking with the highest botanista of the age, he did
more than perhaps any American to raise the appreciation of vur sshol-
arship ebroad, while the same simple, loveablo qualities which endeared
him to w8 charmed and fascinated his co-laborers there.

But perhape the most remarkeble trait in Dr. Gray wasz the stesd-
fagtness of his religions convictions undar a strain to which a0 many
other minds succumbed. Early captivated with the theory of Darwin,
which endsd by meking its suthor an Agmosiie, and has driven into
the ranks of unbelief nearly every one of jis most earnest disciples,
Dr. Gray preserved his religious faith, and atrova to reconcile the truthe
of natore to what he knew to he the truth of God. Unlike Darwin, he
oonld ot be dazsled by his own processes of thonght, nor could he suf-
far the ingenuity of any human theory to nndermine hia convictions of
fondamental truth. We all know with what earnestness he argued to
reooncile the two, and even those of us who cannot quite follow him in
both directions bear witness to the pobleness of his sim, and to the
easential service be performed for each.

Others better qualified than I will speak of his profsssional trinmpha,
Mine is a simple tribute to the character of ane whom I honored, rever-
enced, and loved.

I ask leave, Mr. President, to sccond the resclutions you have
offered. '
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After Mr. Lowell, President Eliot of Harvard University
addressed the Academy.

The life of Asa Gray always seemed to me a singularly happy one.
His disposition was eminently cheerful, and his circumstances and
oocupstions gave fortunate play to his natural disposition and capacity
for enjoyment. From opening manhood he studied with keenest in-
torest in a department of nateral history which sbounds in beaunty,
fragrance, snd exquisite adaptation of means to ends, and cpens in-
exhaustible opportunities for original observing, experimenting, and
philosophizing. For sixty years he enjoyed to the full this elewvating
and rewarding pursuil. These years fell at & most fortunate period;
for the continent was just being thorooghly explored, and its botanical
treasures brought to Jight. Dr. Gray's labors therefore cover the
principal period of discovery and of accurate classification in American
botany. Merely to have one’s intellectual life-work make part of a
sirncture 80 fair and lasting, is in itself & substantial heppiness.

His pursoit was oune which took him out of doors, and made him
intimate with Nature in all her moods. It required him o teavel
often, apd 80 enabled him to see with delight different lands, skies,
and peoples; it gave him intellectnal contact with many scholars of
various nationalities, whose porsuits were akin to his own. Intel-
lectunl sympathy and co-operstion led to strong friendships foonded
securely upon common testes and mutnsl sorvices. All these are
elements of happiness, —love. of mnatnre, acquainiance with the
friendshipe.

Althongh Dr. Gray had no children, his domestic experience was
one of rare felicity. His life illnstrated a remark of his friend Dar-
win, that with natoral history and the domestic affoctions a man can
be perfecily bappy. His way of living was that most sgreeable io
a philosopher; for it waes independent, comfortabls, and free alike
from the restrictions of peverty and the incumbrances of luxury.
With simplicity and regularity of life went heslth and a remarkable
capacity for labor.




