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INTRODUCTION.

Ir was at the beginning of o certsin Long Vacation when
my father sent for me and deliversd himgelf of the follow-
ing remarks : * My son, your acures at cricket, your mequeds,
your prowess in the hoobing.ficld auwd in your collepe
steeple-chases, yonr numberless invitakions and popularity,
o you doublless appenr all that can be desired ; to me, Sir,
they are nothing—nay more—they are even positively
barmful, seeivg that by their fapeimating brightness men
are blinded to all aense of their troe inferests awl aim—
Viz., to secnrs their degren ad soon as posaible with g view
to 3 slart in ife  Tpon my replying to my father to the
effect thol every allownnee wae to be made for him-—as
having left college five-and-twenty years—if, as in the pre-
sent instance, he manifested lamentable ignorance of the
whole state of the University at the present day, and that
his milk-and-water reading man wonld cortainly be regarded
with loathing and abhorrence by all * onr fellows * and all
the best men at Oxford, and consequently, sinking into ob-
scurity, wonld be ruined for life, and wpon my making
many other similar assertions, my father, with mmuch
warmth, commanded me to be silent, and then sgked me if
[ expected I was to live a life of slothful eaze, bocanse I
was a rich man's son ; with several other questions which
were not meant to be answered ; finally becoming o exeited
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s to refer me to his own university carecr, & subject which
he quickly dropped, remembering how often he had told me
stories of his undergraduate days before I was sent to col-
lege. The result was that T was ordered o seleel a tulor
for two months in the Long Vacation and pass my modera-
tions in the following term, or for ever be condemned to
the backless slippery heighls of office slools, The awful
thought of * wasting my sweetness ' and withering in such
a dry and nneongenial poil nerved me fur a desperats effort.
Of a mestless and exeitable dispesition T was for some time
afier hannted by dreams of men with pens in their ears,
and ledgers with columns of figeres to add, so lofty that
their bases were on the corth while their surnmits wers losk
in the clouds. T mever conld do mathemotice—not that 1
was quick &t any work—even my mother allowed this, for
she wrots o Ty tntor for mstmenlaliem o tho effect that
fonr dear Donglas bad manifested zymploms of foloee
prestness, when s child, and still pessessed remarkalis
ability, if it eould only be drawo oudi; but alas! there was
o wont of application, espeeially in his mathematics' T
therefore determined to take op Togic as a substitnte for
Mathematies, and wrote Lo infloem my totor that T should
only want help in this snbject. He szelected a charming
spot on the morth eoast of Devon and we met there. 1le
had ope other pupil—a very guieh youth and, as it seemed
to me, very clever, my fear of whom wae heightened con-
siderably when I learnt that he had intended to try for o
class, but, finding his books in a very imperfect state, was
content with pussing, theurh determined not to miss that.
The swe with which this piece of information filled me 1
never sueceeded in quite shaking off, thongh I liked him
very much afterwards. He alwaye scemed to me a sort of
half-way houss between Mr, Practical and myzelf—the idea
of any one knowing more than Mr. P'ractical waas an ides



