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George Darley,

AN pH36, Bizs AMivferd, a fcading spicic
among the Feradi aof her day, wriies | —
“1 bave just had o present of o most
gatijbisite prem, which ald My Carey (the
tranalatnr of [dante and Pindar) thinks more highly
of than any poem of \be presenl doy—F Sylvin, or
the May OQueen,’ by Ceorge Darley, [t is exquisite
—something between the * Foithiul  Shephendess'
anid thie F Midswnmer Might's Dreane' ™
Half-a-century agn, Cearge Darley, suthor of
the poem thos allwled Lo, althoasl sow Loows
only toa scleet few, was numbeyed among the poets
of his people. He lived Gt an age of pocls, aod
yet Carey, no mean jodge, held his postry highest,
Lo Temnyson, whose own early lyrics woie yet
young, was #o steuck by Darley’s power, Lhat e
volunteered to defray the cost of pablishing his versc.
Mrs Browning, anctler vouthfn]l poel, prised
“Byivia® as o beantilul, tunefol pastoral,” and her
future husband, Kobeort Drowning, was deeply im-
preszed by il aod its floense. We have his owa
authority for stating that it did mach to detcrmine
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the form of his own enrcly deneaz. That ** Sylvia ™
eharmed Colevidge, and many other lesser men of his
generation, is only natwend,

What is the *f&plvia * thus commended, and who
it wuthior, Thrley & ATiss MitReed, whilom (he lsad-
ing authosity for all poblished chont the poet, in
Ter woenled  pocdaaiored, welaneaning  sopelifin
of wnreltane gessip, condenses hiz sty into these
wonds :—* The author (ol *Selan ') is e son of a
rich alderman of Duklin, who disinherited him
Ligease he woulil weiie noeter 5 owinl pow e sippwons
himesclf by wiiting in the magazines.™

As o peadter of fel, the poel waz gl e son of
Alderman Darley ¢ he was not disizherited becawse
I wwrole poetry, aned ondy the (RE] aserlion had a
grain of truth in it.  Such few hiogmaphical dete as
are kuewn, and usoare peeded Lo be known, are as
folows i —

The poel’s falber, Arthor, nberiled a small in-
dependency from his fotace, George Darley, of the
Scalp, Connty Wicklow.  He marmed n consin, who
is remembarad as *fa woman of singolar heauty and
intellipence,” and hatd severn] children, all of whom
Lecmne more o less distingoished o ther varons
WEyE,

Geerge, the eldest, was born i Dalbling in 1705,
His parents leaving their native land for the Undted
Slates, the fulure post, acmompnied by Lwo sisters,
was left in charge of his paternal granmdfather, with
whemn he remzined untll len years of oge, The Tay
had become o great favourite with the old Wicklow
Syuice, nolwithabyndicp the fact that even af thi
timne he was ' mvach wore Al of theazht shan able of



