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INTRODUCTION. -

SoME years since the author commenced the preparation
of a Treatise on the Admiralty Practice of the United States’
Courts in this District, embracing Proceedings in Prize and
Revenue Causes.

Circumstances of an official and domestic character delay-
ed the completion of the work, and it having become neces-
sary to republish the Rules of Court, applications were made
the author that the Treatise might be finished and published
colemporaneously with the Rules.

His other engagements prevented a compliance with this
request, but as the Rules were abont going to press, he yielded
to the sugyestion that a Summary or Abstract should be
tade of the work so far as prepared and be given the pro-
fession with the Rules. He has bestowed all the attention
the short period and urgency of the case would admit on the
preparation of such Abridgement, and in order that the Rules
might be ready for the bar early afier the summer vacation,
the sections of the text were hauded the printer as rapidly
as they could be struck off and have gone throngh the press
pari passu with the Rules.

This circumstance of haste is not adverted to as any ex-
cnse for essantial errors in matter or manner, but it may ina
degree apologize for an occasional clumsy sentence or turn
of expression, or the repetition under different sections of the
satne matters.

In this connection it may be remarked that the quolation
of the District Court Rules is made from the copy in manu-
script, which had, in the course of compilation, been subjec-
ted to numerous alterations, transpositions and renumberings,
and that the printed numbering does not, therefore, through-
out correspond with the written copy.




vi INTRODUCTION.

In reading the proof sheets it has been attempted to correct
the references so as to designate the printed rules, but wn-
donbtedly many inaccuracies may have escaped notice, and
the number given will often be found to have no relation to
the point 1o which it is cited.

The rule intended, in such case, will generally be found
within two or three from that indicated,

The purpose of this Summary is to present to the profes-
sion in & concise and familiar form, the principles of prac-
tice appertaining to the admiralty courts of this distriet;
and the hope is indulged that it will be found a convenient
and useful directory to those unskilled in the proceedings of
these courts. Experienced practitioners may also derive ad-
vantages in having rules and principles brought together and
" classified, which heretofore, they have been compelled to
gather from the usages of the courts or search out in the
numerous books regarded az authoritative on the subjeet.

The admiralty court of each distriet will probably be
found employing a course of procedure in a degree peculiar
to itself, aud it cannot therefore be expected that the practice
of any one will be entirely applicable to the others or be re-
ceived as authority by them,

Still the assimilation of proceedings is such, that the prac-
tice of the courts of this District may have an interest and
influence with others of like jurisdiction, particularly from
the consideration that few have probably maintained a
closer adherence to the course of the civil law, and none
have possessed opportumities for more frequent and diversi-
fied application of its rules, than the courts of New-York.

The civil law is recognised as the commnon depository
from which the maritime courts of christendom derive their
doctrines of rights and remedies. 'That code supplies alike
the rule of judging and of preparing matters of contestation
for judgment in admiralty tribunals; for the Roman language
‘did not enter more intimately into the composition of the
dialects of European nations, than its law connected itself
with every systemof polity created and administered, wherever
the arts and knowledge of that people had once penstrated.



