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PREFACE

Bring of opinion that it is the duty of every
physician, to publish the results of the scientific
experience, gained during his practice, I would
pow submit to the consideration of other practi-
tioners the results of my experience in the treat—
ment of the two forms of the typhus process. This
experience is gained from an extonsive field of
observation, from more than 3000 cases, within a
large hospital. Although gained chiefly from ob-
servations at s hospital, I have had many oppor-
tunities of confirming it by observations in pri-
vate practice, so that I venture to consider it free
from that partiality, with which the exclusive hos-
pital experience may be charged. A considerable
number of medical pupils, having within the last
fifteen years, attended the clinical lectures and

consequently witnessed the treatment now detailed
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and the results obtained, this treatment has, by
the entrance of these pupils into independent prac-
tice, been spread, and, as I have no reason to
doubt, been very generally adopted in our country.
It is, therefore, not the experience of one but of
many, it may consequently be considered to posses
some valne,

I have divided the treatise into three chapters.
In the first, under the form of an introduction, I
thought it right to account for the reasons, on
which I founded the opinion, that the typhus pro-
cess is one, but that it has several forms; and that
I have, in the exposition as well of the statistics,
as of its treatment, united the forms, occurring
in the north, typhus petechialis and typhus abdo-
minulis, into once disease. I have dedicated the
second chapter to statistical calculations, as well
with respect to several mtiological points, as to
the modes of termination and some of the most
important symptoms. In the third I have detailed
the special therapeutics durimg the different stages
of the disease, the convalescence, and the most
important of the sequele. I have everywhere
endeavored to be as brief as possible, without neg-
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lecting anything that could be deemed important:
I have also for the sake of brevity omitted to
quote the statements of other authors, supposing
those, who are conversant with the typhus litera-
ture, will easily distinguish what is my own and
what is tauken from others,

Although I have in several pluces in this work
declared, that my statements are exclusively foun-
ded on experience as to the typhus process, as it
oceurs in the north, I now beg the indulgent reader
always to bear this in mind that doubts may
not arise as to the conformity of my observations
to nature, The results from other countrics may
for many reasons differ from those I have obtained,
although neither my observations nor those of others
are incorrectly made. Notwithstanding the chief
characters of the discases are the same in all coun-
tries of Europe, the same disease may be modified
in many ways in different localities: certain symp-
toms may be more evident and frequent in some
places than in others, ind & certain mode of treat-
ment may give in one locality results altogether
dissimilar to those in another. Should then - the
indulgent reader find that the experience I have
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made does not agree with his own, I think the
reason must for the most part be sought in this
circumstance.

As there are no new remedies in the special
therapeutics I have detailed, I have endeavored
‘chiefly to direct the attention to a more accurate
definition of the indications for the remedies alveady
known. These indieations, such ss they have ap-
peared to my observation may at least serve the
young practitioner as a guide, and may besides be
considered as a contribution to the therapeutic
geography of the typhus process, if I may so ex—
press myself. 1 conmsider it to be a very important
chapter in the history of the typhus process, which
until now, as far ms I know, has been but litile
attended to, a chapter treating of the different
effect and applicability of different modes of treat-
ment, in different climates and under different local
circumstances. I venture to assert, that it would
be a very important contribution to a more accu-
rate knowledge of the therapeutics of the typhus
process, with respect to its diversity in different
countries, if other physicians, not residing in the
north, would do as I have endeavored to do, viz.



VI

state with exactness the action of the remedies
employed, together with striet indications under
what special conditions cach remedy should most
judiciously be administered and consequently when
we may be most likely to gain the intended effect
of a remedy.

I see full well the defects of this treatise.
Severe censure may be cxpected from those places
especially, where the two forms of the typhus pro-
cess are considered as two distinet morbid processes,
becanse I have, both in the statistics and the treat-
ment, classed and treated them promiscuously. But
I have followed my experience and the results it
gave; the future must decide, whether I have con-
strued this experience correctly or not. In this as
in other points, I hope the critic will not be too

aevere.




