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PREFACE TO NEW EDITION.

——

In presenting a new edition of this work, we have
carefully revised the garden classification. With the
first edition was published a list of nineteen hundred
and sixty-six varieties, with their synonyms. The great
increase gince then has doubtless doubled that number.

When the first edition was published, the growing
of roses for bouquets and other decorations was yet in ita
infancy; now the sales of cuf flowers in New York alone,
amount to millions of dollars, while among them all
Roses take the lead. During the past year, there has
been almost & rose mania. Single blooms of new roses
bave been eold at twelye dollars per dozen, and, tempted
by these large prices, gentlemen of wealth are putting up
honges for the forcing of roses extensively for sale,
Thus our chosen flower is daily receiving new honors,
and continning to be the favorite above all others.

We have stricken out much of the poetry, which to the
cultivator may have seemed irrelevant if not worthless,
and for the interest of the classical scholar, have retained
much of the early history of the Rose, and its connection
with the manners and customs of the two great nations
of & former age.

For many interesting facts in the History and Culture
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4 " PREFACE TO NEW EDITION.

of the Rose, we are indebted to Deslongchampa, Vibert,
Laffay, and several anonymous writers. To the former
woe wish most fully to express oar obligations, both for
the plan of this work and for many interesting facts and
researches, to which we cannot conveniently attach his
name in the body of the work.

Upon the classification we have bestowed much.
thought, and although we do not feel quite eatisfled with
the system we have adopted, it is the best that occurs to
s in the present condition of Rose Cnlture, The amateur
will, we think, find the labor of seléction much dimin-
ished by the incressed simplicity of the mode we have
adopted, while the commercial gardener will in nowise
be injured by the change.

In directions for culture, we give the resnlts of onr
own practice, and have not hesitated to avail ourselves
of any satisfactory results in the experience of others,
which might enhanece the utility of the work.

For our labor we ghall feel abundantly compensated, if
this work, in its enlarged form, shall in any way tend to
produce a more general admiration and increased calture
of the most beautiful flower known. 8 B. P

Flushing, New York, October, 1882,
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CHAPTER 1L
BOTANICAL CLABBIFICATION.

The Rose is & ghrub or dwarf tree, with mostly decidu-
ous foliage, and large, beautiful, and fragrant flowers. Its
branches are slender, almost always armed with thorns,
thinly furnished with leaves, which are alternate upon the
stem. Jts leaves are pinnate, and vary in color and char-
acter, from the rich, dark green, and somewhat rough leaf
of La Reine, to the glossy smoothness and rich purple
edge of Chromatells. The blossoms are variously ar-
ranged at the extremity of the newly formed branches.
The ealyx is single and tubular, swelling at ita lower part,
eontracted at its opening, and divided at the edge into
five lance-pointed divieions, which are whole or pinnati-
fid. The corclla is inserted at the mouth of the tube of
the calyx, and is composed of five heart-shaped petals,
whiclh constitute the Rose in its single or natural state.
The double blossoms are formed by the change of the
stamens and piastila into patals or flower leaves, shorter
than those of the corolla proper. The fruit or seed ves-
eel, or Adp, is formed by the tube of the calyx, which be-
comes plump and juiey, globular or oviform, having but
one cell, and containing numerous small, one-seeded, dry
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