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PREFACE.

Toere exist in eIl of ns certain natoral impuises, feelings,
or affections, which point to the Duties we have to perform
in life. These st present have vaceived no systematical
development end trolping, neither have they at present
recoived proper guidance, se far as regards the community at
large, And yet we muost know what is right in order to do what
is right. A few moral maxims have been tamght, and in
order to tench them Beligion hes hitherto been dragred into
the dirt and conteminating influence of car Common Bchools,
to the injury of Religion and Morslity. As Zechokke, the
preat Bwiezs Roformer, remarka, ® Nothing in the Christian
world has so greatly contiibuted te the decline of Christi-
anity 23 the reigning practice of imparting the higher ideas of
religion to children at an age when their memory only, and
not their understanding, is capable of receiving them; snd
in which a solemn aud tonching office has been degraded to a
merely soeial enstom, mechanieally partaken of from liabit
and decorom.™

Bat whether this be so or not, it is very desivable that
in oar Common Schools, sopported by a eommon rate, our
Duty to God and our Doty to our Neighbour should be
teught separately, inasmoch a8 we can agree as to the
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latter, but we are all more or less at variemee as to what
the direct worship end gervice of God comsist in; and
surely all onr doties in thin world may be clearly set ferth
withont mizing them up in soy way with duties that belong
toa world to coms, CUhildren must be taoght to do what is
right for the love of whet is right, and for that alone, We
must be careful, howerer, not to coufound moral feeling with
moral pringiple, for in order to do what i right we must
know what is true. Hence the neceseity for the cultivetion
of the intellect. But education bhas hitherto been too ex-
clugively confined to the coltivation of the intellect, The
formation of the disposition, or the cultivation of the feelings,
is of equal, if not of more Importance,

The clearcat analysw of our Mental Coostitotion, both
Feelings and Intellectual Facwlties, is that presented by
Phrenology ; and in the previous Editions of this work the
Phrenological nomenclature was ndopted. This, however,
was by uo mesns necessary, and i the precent Edition it has
not been retained, as the technicality has besn found to in-
terfere with the neefulness of the work.

Ap political powsr has now been placed in the hands of the
majority—that is, of the lowest and most ignorant class, and
a8 they ullimately must rule, it is quite time thet a syste~
matie troining of the Moral Feelingn should hegin in onr
Common Behools.

The questivns and answers which have been added to this
Edition aro not so much for the pupils, e to ensble the
teachers at onee to seize the point of whet has been previcusly
leid down. The teacher aloo will be expected to furnich
illustrations of the duties inenleated, sinee little more then
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principles can be expected m o swell work Tike the present.
Mr. Bamuel Smiles’ books on “ Character,”  Seif Help," &e.,
will be found useful for this purposs. If tenchers in this
way carefully prepare such lessons, they may be made the

most interesiing, s well as the most valuable of the daily
conrsa,

CovexTey, Oct, 1872
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