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PREFACE.

In the preparaticn of the Wllowing pages, we have telied for
authority chiefly en the ¢ 8lave Trade Papers,” presented to both
Houses of Parlisment in Greut Dritnin, and by them ordered to be
published,

The papera of cnch vear are divided fato four classes, A, B, C
and D, onch eonstitating a volome, to which reference 1 mado in
noting our extraets.  Homs oxbiets have lkewisy boen taken from
fhe printed evidence, given before the Committess of Parliament,
appointed on the Hlave Trade quostion,

. Most of the irﬂpm‘tﬁnt !esﬁmon}’, mlat[ng to tho purﬁc]Paﬁgn of
American ¢itiesns in the twaflis, ia dotived feom alliciol commmonion-
tione of foreign mimsters and officers of the Uhited States, many
of them having been published by diesction of the SBonate.






AN EXPOSITION

oF TED

AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.

It cannol he denisd, that the African Sfave trade had its
origin. from, and owes ity continuanes to, the cuwpidity of un-
prineipled men. Tts first stepy are indelibly marked with vio-
lence and bloodshed, and overy subsoquest stagc s inscparably
connected with misery atul suffering—Ilanding both the victims
and their oppressors in degradation and wrsichedness. He
generally is the koowledge of thoss [aets spread throughout the
world, that there are none among the nations professing Christ
anity, and but fow of those styled barbarous, who have not
cither aliogether prehibiled tbeir citizens from eagaring in the
traffic, or enacted laws to restrain them in its prosecution, and
to regulate the mode in which it may be earricd on, 50 asgin
somc measure o dinioish its boors. Fow poveroments have
taken mere decided ground in this respect, or planed wpon their
statute book laws more stringent, or more unequivecal against
any of ils cilizens engaging, or being In any way fulerested, in
the African Blove trade, than have these United States,

Bo early az 1704, an Aet was passed, prohibiting awnder a
severe penally, any cilizea or other person vesiding within the
United States, fram building or cquipping any vessel for the

purpose of carcying an the traflic In slaves to any [oreign ecoun-
try, or for ihe purposs of transporting elaves from one foreign
country to another; and in 1798, 1800, and 1803, respeetively,
laws wers onacted, delining this offence in its several forms,
and more particularly, seeking to guard, by penalties of fine, for-
feiture and Imprisonment, against sny of these residing within
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the jurisdietion of the United States, being implicated in, or
accessory to its conunission,

In 1807, a law was enacted, totally prehibiting the importa-
tion into any part of the United States, [rom any foreign coun-
try, of any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, for the purpose
of holding or selling such person as a slave; and also prohibit-
ing any citizen, or other person residing within the country
from building, equipping, or preparing within its jurisdiction,
any vessel to be employed in the importation of slaves into the
United States; and forbidding all frem engaging in such im-
portation. Bevers penaltics weore attached to the infraction of
these laws: and in 1818, the same penaltics were extended lo
the aet of preparing vessols for the transportation of slaves to
any place whatever.

These varions Acis foiling to offeet all that wos desired, a
law was passed in 1820, declaring thal any citizen of the Tnited
States, being of the crow or ship’s company of any forsign vessel
engaged in the Blave tyade; or any person whatever, bicing of
the crow of a vesscl owned wholly or in part by, or navigated for
or on behalf of, any citizen of the United States, who shall land
on any foreion shore, and seize any negro or inulatio, not held
to service by the laws of any state or teeritory of the United
States; or who shall deecy, or foreibly Dring on board such
vossel, any such negro or nulalfe, with intont of holding such
Legrn or mulatto as a slave ; every such person so offending,
shall be adjudged a pirale, ond on conviction theveof shall suffer
death. Thiz law also provides, thal if any cltizen of the United
Biates, being of the erow or ship’s company of aay foreign ves-
=) enrased in the slave irade. or any person whatever, being
of the ship’s company of any vessel, owned whelly or in part
by, or navigated on behalf of, any eitizen of the United States,
shall forcibly confine or detain, ov shall abet in forcibly con-
fining or detaining, on board apy such vessel, any negro or
mulatte, not held to serviee or labowr by the Jaws of cither of
the states or terriiorvics of the United States, with intent fo make
sueh negro or mulatto 2 slave ; or shall on boavd any such ves-
sel, offer or attempt to sell as a slave, any negro or mulatto nat
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held to service as aforesaid; or shali'on the high seas, or any
where on tide water, transfer ov deliver over to any other ship
or vessel, any negro or mulatto, not held fo service as afore-
said, with intent {o make such negro or mulatte a slave; or
shall land or deliver on shore, from on beard such ship or ves-
sel, any such negro or mulatte, with intout to make sole of, or
having proviously sold sweh negro or mulatto as a dlave, such
citizen or persun shall be adjudzod & pivate, and on conviction
thereol shall sufler doath.

Tn the year 1807, after long and persevering exertions on the
part of Clarkson, Wilberforce nnd many others, an Act was
passed by the British Parliament, peolibiting the subjoets of
that government from any pariicipation in the African Slave
trade, Since that peviod, other laws have been passed more
effectually to secure the design of that act, and by which those
engaging in that trade wore deelared guilty of felony; and in
1524, that traffic was by the statntes of that country, as it iz by
the United States, declared to bo piracy,

Bince 1807, the year in which she frst prohibited her own
subjects from engaging in the slave trade, Great Britam has
repeatcdly wrged the subjeet upon the attention of the different
puwers, both in Burope and Amcrica, wilh whom ireaties have
bean made by her, and sollcited them Lo eo-opsrate with her in
its complete extinetion.

In 1813, Sweden Lound herself by troaty, oot to permit her
subjects to engage in the trada; and Demmark, whose king so
early as 179%, had lssued a decrss prohibiting his subjects from
purchasing, selling or {ransporting slaves, acquicseed In the
justice of the measure, and probibited the Lrade abselutely by
her municipal laws,

France, Austria, Russin ond Prossia, in reply to the sugmes-
tions of the Brilish ministers, expressed their abhovrence of the
praffie, and their determination teo co-operate in its abolition,
In the treaties of Taris, Kiel and Ghent, in 1914, it was stipu-
lated that the odious traffic in slaves {rom Africa should be
abolished, which stipulation was confirmed by the Congress of
the Allied Powers at Vienna in 1815, and they deelaved their



