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PREFACE.

HE tollowing work, compiled from various
sources, English and foreign, is offered

as an introductory guide to the knowledge of
books. It does net pretend to be a complete
summary of that vast subject, but merely a key
to open other works. Should it awaken in the
reader a desire to krow more of those friends
of man, the aim of the compiler will have

been accomplished.

"East Drwicwy, 5.E.
Aregrest 1800,
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Wirnour attempting to trace the orgin of “printing
among the Chinese, Persians, Greeks, or Romans, we
may assume it as certain that typography, or the art
of printing with movable types, had as a forerunper
xylography, or engraving on wood; and it was the
successive application of this art that led to the
discovery of printing.

Playing cards were, from the early part of the four-
teenth century,engraved on wood, At first each card bore
an image alone, generally of a saint, but as the images
closely resembled one another, it became necessary to
add the name of the Saint depicted. To the name was
soon added 2 word or a line, then two lines, and finally,
an entire page of letters was engraved.  Several of these
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