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INTRODUCTORY.

Since the existence of the California gold region
is no longer & secret, known only to a few individ-
ual adventurers, of whom I know nel if any but
myself are still alive, and sizice hundreds are now
flocking to the new El Dorada, s keen-scented fur
the glittering spoil that g‘i’qr].r muu ntmn a.mf vnﬂa}r
of that portion of ont tdmmm wul .uqntr'in exam-
ined and rnnamked—thek‘ fs nbmmﬂ"whj I should
coniinne to wilhhold Ilrm;l, 1413. PH!’.IIIQ.]]‘J.F personal
knowledge of that regmn, nﬂ& eupec'ihl]}r the extra-
ordinary occurrences which befel me in attempting
a journey thence across {o Banta Fé. Evendid I
desire, which I do not, to turn my discoveries to

profit, it is now too late, while if I delay longer in
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making them known, some other man may possibly
dispute with me the claim to have made them. I
will therefore give my countrymen the benefit of
them at once.

The narrative will necessarily contain much that
may tax credulity. But I beg the reader to consider
what motive I could possibly have in telling imprab-
able falsehoods? One who relates what is contrary
to all that was previously known of the order of na-
ture, must either speak from actnal obhservation, or
else in the expectation of being disbelieved. Which
of these is my condition, may be judged when I pro-
feszs myself ready to substantiste whatever in the
following aceount ahall be nermual} doubted, by an
nﬂdnfﬁ; ‘.befufe Inf #qupeqmbla magistrate, More
than his ga.;;noL hf.a :qqg‘_ulred or expected of a
traveller. Pt
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AURIFODINA.

It is enough to say, that when the Exploring Ex-
pedition, under Lieut, Wilkes, left the Northwest
coast in *37 or*a8 (I forget the year) I waa nof on
board, and that after that time, up to the time when
I set out on my return to the United States, 1 led a
hunter’s life up and down the wild region between
Maonterey ant the mouth of the Columbia. Of the
gold in the Sacramento valley, [ first heard acconats
from an old trapper, who bad his knowledge from
an Indian woman, and with Lim and three others—
one a Scotchman, deserter from the Hudson Bay
Company’s employ—all of whom we fell in with at

a miserable [Ftah encampment, about an hundred
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and fifty miles South and East from the mouth of
the Columbia, we made up a parly, and set off to
explore that part of the country. It was mid-win-
ter when we struck Southward, and we underwent
many hardships before we reached our point of dea-
tination, towards the end of March. But we were
inured to mountain life; the senson was every day
growing milder; the show had melted, and the lines
of timber, marking distant water-courses, had iurned
to green, ere we made our final encampment near
the Ima.:rgin of one of the tributaries of the Pacto-
lean river.

Here, I Teed not say, onr most sanguine expecta-
tions were more than realized. The accounts with
which the newspapers are now teeming, make it
superflugus for me to enter into particulars—Iuffice
it that before the end of May, we had each gathered
more of the precious harvest than we knew how to
carry away. As our store increased, we began to
lay plans for the future. My companions decided
to go down to Monterey : they flattered themselves
they could manage to conceal their treasure in bun-
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dles of hides, yptil they conld obtain passage home.
But I did not like the idea of venturing with so
rouch riches into that lawless vicinity, and as the
season was favorable, I determined to follow up the
river valley, and take the chance of discovering a
pass across the Sierra; this gained, I felt sure of my
ability to reach Santa Fé, or perhaps Fort Indepen-
dence, in safety. [ had a good supply of ammuni-
tion, and a hunter does neot suffer hie rifle and re-
volver (o take injury from went of care. Of gold I
had ‘enough to load a couple of mules, which I
bought from the Indians, and my horse, who was in
excallent condition after his two montha? rest. My
companions were equally well provided. For the
last week while we remained at the encampment,
we wﬁ'e busy in manufaciuring packs for our beasts
fronrhides, of which we had no difficulty in obtajn-
ing from the Indians a sufficient supply. Finally,
when all our arrangements were completed, we sep-
arated, on what day of the month we could not tell,
but it was late in the Spring. 'What became of my
companions afterwards [ never knew, except on the



