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PREFACKE

ENGLAT\TD and Scotland are very different from one

another, both religiously and politically, and we
are apt to formn an impression that the development of
each nation was separate and distinet, while oceasional
incidents brought them into conflict,.  On closcr con-
gideration, however, this view of the relations of England
and Scotland appears inadequate; they are indissolubly
linked togother as parts of the same island; there are
similar elements in the population of cach, and they have
been affected by the sume iufluences frowm time to time.
They have had so much in commen throughout their
history that any mevement, which took place in one, has
reacted, in some fashion, upen parties and affaies in the
other realm. The inflnence of the morc advanced upon
the smaller conntry has been patent all along, for conscious
efforts have been made, again and again, to organise the
Scottish kingdom on an English meodel. On the other
hand, the effect of the political affinities of Scotland on
the schemes of English monarchs can never be left out of
sight ; and the influence of popular movements in Scotland,
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on the affairs of Chuarch and State in Encland, becomes
obvious in the Elizabethan and Stuart periods. By keep-
ing this constant and iotimate interconnection in mind
we may sometimes gel a clue to guide us through a maze
of incidents that seem to be capricious and unintelligible,

From this point of view the commercial rclationships,
which Miss Keith has described so clewrly and so fully,
are parlicularly instructive. The stady of the material
interests of large secfions of the popnlation i both
eountries, brings into light motives which we may easily
overlook unless attention is specially called to them. The
bearing of merchants’ grievances on questions of constitu-
tiomal privilege was indirect and remote, and such fopics
rarely formed the thome of pulpit sloguemee ; but for all
that, thoy were of extraordinary importance, The con-
sideration of them helps us to understand why two
countries, which were so clogsely associated and had so
much in eommon, were kept apart; as well as to see the
nature of the diffienlties which had bo be faced, when
they were brought under one Crown,  So far as religious
and politicsl aflairs were concerned, close affinilies existed
hatween parties in Seotland and parties in Englaud, and
they were drawn into correspoudence and sympathy; in
the seventeenth century there was goud reasen, from time
to time, for hoping that similar institutions, civil and
ecclesiastical, might be cstablished in each counwry. It
almogt seets as if the eonduet and prospects of trade
furnished the main reasons why Eoglishmen and Scots
rallied info separate and hostile camps, Commercial
interests united the people of each couutry in a common



