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Prefatory Note

THis little volume has been compiled in the hope that
it will supply—in some measure, at any rate—what is
unquestionably a felt need. For though the name of
Sir Phulip Sidney 15 as familiar in the ears of English-
men *as household words,” and he himself desesvedly
honoured as one of the most chivalrous and romantic
figures in our country's history ; and thowgh his
reputation as a writer of praceful and ¥ poetic”
15 sufhiciently well established,—it cannot be said that
his verse has yet received the recognition which is its
due.  True, antholegisis have familiansed the general
reader with a fow of the mare notable of the Asiredhed
aaef Siellz sonnets, while at least one other poem of
Sidney's, in quasi-sonnet form—the exquisite lines from
the Arcodie, commencing, “ My true love hath my
heart®—has taken ite place ameng the most beantiful
of our national somgs, Stll, the bulk of Sidney's
verse=and in particular the lyrical part of it—is
known to comparatively few save the lovers of that
glorious legacy which Elizabethan England begueathed
to us three centuries ago. It may be that Asirepded
and Stalla has suffered—in reg tu later apprecia-
tion of its beauty and its power—by reason those
very characteristics which stamp it as so distinctive a
duct of ite wrter and its ape:—its  closely
mitative guality ; its burden af poetical " conceits ™ ;
its author's fondness for the “swelling pi':rf!s«!:"; its
alpofness from the more humamsing realities of the
ardinary lover's pacsion ; and the further fact of s
kinship in style and l:ter:m_.* character with the
Areedia, Nevertheless, it remains true that Sidney
has yet to come into the poetical kingdom that is his
by every literary and artistic right.
Of the story commonly supposed to be unfolded
the famous sonnet-sequence which has been sa largely
12id under contribution in the accompanying zelection,

5



Prefatory Note

and which takes rank second only to the greatest of
that splendid Elizabethan line, it is not the place here
to speak in detail. Regarding with disfavour, as the
present editor does, the theory of the serious
and intimately autobiographical significance of these
of which so much has been made by many
atter-day writers, he has not scrupled, where neces-
sary, to separate them from their context, and to let
each sonnet speak for itself under a title of hiz own
devising. In the case also of the majority of the
remaining pieces, it may be remarked, the titles are
the present writer's own. He trusts, however, that
the liberty he has thus taken may not be reparded as
in any sense dercuiamry to the genivz of the maker of
the poems themselves,
ary Sidney, whose name has come down to us
inextricably intertwined with that ofher illustrious and
devoted brother, 35 represented by her Iwo extant
oniginal productions in verse. Apart from her memor-
able association with Sir FPhilip m regard to the
latter’s famous pastoral romance, and to their joint
anthorship of 3 metrical version of the Pzalter ; apart,
moreover, from the loveliness of her own characrer,—
Mary Sidney merits gratefol recognition and remem-
brance as a bountiful and disintereésted patroness of
poeis—among whom was the writer represented in
the concloding section of this bookiet—and as, in
point of time, the first English authoress of repute.
The trio enumerated on our title-page is completed
by the name of Matthew Foydon (7 71588-1622), a
writer of no little distinction in his day, whose Elegy
—given here in its entivety, notwithstanding its unequal
character, though wsually represented in quotation by
a few of the more mosical and smoothly-fowing of its
stanzas—was one of the most notable contributions (o
that rich stream of obitsary verse which flowed in
go full a food from Zutphen's battlefield, and which
Spenser himself augmented with his own melodious
lament for the beloved and much-mourned * Astrophel.”

AEHTON-UNDER-LYNE, H. KeLsEy WHITE.
Augnsd 1005



Sir Philip Sidney

I. Sonnets and
Quatorzains

Heart's Transcript

Lovanes in truth, and fain in verse vy love to show,

Thal she, decr .5'.&!', miprhif Zoke some pleapere of my
fain

_Fftmur!}m.rq.ﬁf casere fer read, reading sright makes ler
Entorr,

Kﬂmfﬂfg{’ A Ly Wiy aRE pily prace oblain—

i 5o .E-rﬁ: wiarids fo gaiat e dlachest face ﬂ_,r‘m,

Sfpdvine inventions fine, Rer wifs fo enierfain;

Ofi drrmingr others® feaves, 1o see &f thence would fomw

Somee fresk and fruifful showers wpon my cuem-burned
drarn.,

Bt words came kalfieg fortl, wanfing Invenlion's
sty s

Tiven r:'a;, Natwrds ofild, fed step-dame Siwddy's
Blows;

And others Seed st sevaned fued strazgers in oy way,

Tk, preat with o/ild fo speak, and felpless tn my
throes,

Biting wey truant pen, beading myself for spite,—

% Fool" said sy Swse bo wre, * Look in fhy keart, and

st
(Astropihel and Stelle, L)
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