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- vecommended, as jfar as possible, fo
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suitable }grereﬂﬂes fo Holy Scripture.
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Tax requirenients of the Edneation Doepartment make some such
Manusl as the present one an abeolete necessity. It will he
noted that the school management paper set to candidates for
cortificates gensrally includes notes of lessons on some moral
subject, PBut what ia more directly to thw point is Circular
No 153, addressed by the Education Department to Her
Majesty's Inepectors, on January 16th, 1878, to which attention
ia now specially drawn, 'This intmersting and authoritative
document intimaten that “ My Lords are anxious that youm
ghould loaa no smitable cpportonity of impressing upon both
managers sxxd teachers the great responszibility which rests npon
them, over and above the intellectual teaching, in vegand to the
moral training of the children committed to their charge. You
will express your special approbation of all schools whers, from
the knowledge which you bave gonived by repeated visits, you
observe that a hizh moral tone is mainteined ; you will not fail
to enlarge upom the Articla (102} in the Code respecting
discipline, a8 showing the interest taken by Parliament and by
their Lordshipa in this all-important subject ; and whers it ia
not satisfactorily attended to, you will not hesitate to recom-
mend a reduction of the gramt.  You will, in the apirit of the
Article, urge the monagers to do all in their power to secure
that the teachers maintain a Ligh standard of honesty, truth, and
honour in their schools, and that they not only inénleate npon
the ¢hildren the general duty of consideration and respect for
others, but also the special duty of obedience to, and reverence
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for, their parents; snd alsc to encourage such training in
schools, in matters affecting their daily life, as may help to
improve and raise the charactar of their homes,”

Bpecial lessons on * Temperance * and “ Kindness to Animals *
have frequently been given in wany schools : but, so Far as is
Enown, nothing in the way of systematizing a scheme of moral
instrwction bhas been attempted till now. Therefors this work
marks a new doparture in school literature,

It must be borne in mind that, sa moet of the forty lessons
contained in these pages ave intended for all departments of
elementary schools, they are upposed to contain much matter
and wany idess simpls endugh in themeelves for the compre-
hension of infants ; at the same time onich more that is totally
unsuited to minda =o tender had to be included in these notes
for reasony explained in the * Notices to the Teacher.”

No one looks for an unfettered style of diction in pages arranged
in & tabulated form, but the sxigancica of the casa here further
enhanced the diffieulties of composition. It was deemed ex-
pedient to include most of those corralative idoss which naturally
group themselvea wround some central thought This tends to
impair that unity of treatment which should pervade every
lesagn es actually given. Hence the work aims, not eo much
to give perfect lessons on certain set subjects, sa to provide
matarials valuable in themselves, it is hoped, but still more
valusble in their soggestivenrsa to the young teacher needing
puidance in his preparatory work.  Every teacher has the same
feelings on the subject of morality, and would probably seek 4o
impress the same conclusions. Suggestions, however, sre often
needed as to the channel in which the teaching shall flow in
order to reach some definite end, Tt was to supply such & need
in the case of my own pupil-teachers that these Notes were first
drawn up. In this work [ received much valoeble help from
my late penior essistant, Mr. William Finnemore, and T wish
to acknowledge the deep obligatione 1 am under to him for
hiz unwearying efforta during the progress of the work.

To many young teachers it is hoped that these pages will prove
helpful. Didactic teaching is, except in very rare instances,



NOTICES TO THE TEACHER. v

dry, and reflects its weariness upon the subjeet dilated on, whils
“truth embodied in a tale will enter in at lowly doors.,” Na
teacher should for a moment forget tlhis, and the allusions,
anecdotes, quotatione, etc, herein contained are an sarnest
attempt to clothe with resl, human interest those great morsl
truths which must form the foundation of every true and woble
character. Difficulty has been experienced at times in combining
simplicity with brevity, but the fow difficult words and phrases,
the uee of which could not be svoided, have gensrally been ac-
companied with aome simpler paraphrase
F. W. H.

Edotices 1o the Fleacher.

1. The technical terma “Meatter” and * Method” are not
here need in their ordinary eenee. The former will be seen to
be nothing more than the “headings™ or “divisions” of each
eubject ; while in the second columre will be found more
“matter,” intendad to fill in the lesson ay necessity requires

2. This extra “matter  is to be graduoally drawn wpon at
ench swecessive ropetition yesr by year, till the whole shall
hecome exhsusted by the close of the child's school lifa of eight
Yesrs.

3. The number of lessons (forty) corvesponds to the averape
number of woeks in a achool-year, but, of course, some of the
lessone towards the end of the book (such as thoee tresting of
the duties of ¢itizenship and of the higher branches of morsl
philosophy) are intanded exclusively for advanced classes.

4. When the teacher hes once prepered a lesson thoroughly,
the words printed in small capitals will be found to recall to
mind all the sslient points in it, Btil), it was never intended
that prepared notes of lessons should supersede all effort on the
part of the teacher.

6. For Infant departmonts those suhjects only which are
suited to the capacitles of the children sheuld be carefully
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selected ; then from thess notes there may be culled suificient
matter simple enough in itself to present the subject to them in
an intelligible farm.

6. Although black board heads are included in every lessom,
they should be used only with those classes which can read
them, or which ordinerily use them; and although those here
given nre generally confined to the definition of the subject,
their use may be extended to other parts of the lesson.

7. These Ieseons should be delivered in an easy, conversational
style. Most of the ideas, which, for the sake of brevity, are
here clothed in somewhat abatruse language, must be translated
into more simple phraseclogy.

8. With regard to the quotations, some are altogether unsuit-
able for very young children, and will e best left alone ; those
of moderate Jifficulty way be prasped by the class if their
meaning and application are presented simultaneounsly mde by
side. Bome of the quotations are intended to be read by the
tescher with a little elocutionary cffort on his part

9. Proverbs, maximes, and anecdotes, in the hands of a good
teacher, will, sa a yole, explain themaelves ; but there are some
comprehensions to which an interpretation is not always obvious,
no matter how apropes the imagety of the lanpuage employed
mey be, and in such cnses the teacher muat drive home the
application by repeating the illustrative words side by side with
their lteral interprotation: the parshle of the sower would
sppear obvious to most people nowadays yet those to whom it
was addressed needed an inferpretation. The mythological
sllugions may sometimea be introduced by such worda as,
“Thers i3 an old tale,” ate. ; and as to historical facts, they may
perhaps be given to the younger children by merely prefacing
the familiar words, “ Once wpon & time,” and without attempt-
ing anything more explicit.
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