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THE HISTORY

oF THE

CHURCHES OF NEW-YORK.

CHAPTER FIRST.

INCIDENTAL RHISTORY OF THE CHUDROHES,
WHILE THE OQITY WAE UNDER FTOREBIGHN
GOTERNORS, .

[ The Falerlocutors are, an UncLr, and iz hoo Nephmts,
Heser and Joaw.]

Uncle. Well, Henry, did yon make out to
get & view of the ruins of the old church to-day,
or wag the appearance of things in Garden-
sireel so a!i‘.ereg by the fire, that you could bardly

find your way?

Hgnry. 'O!{nn. sir; we suceeeded in finding
the object of our search, although the great fire
haz indeed made astonishing changes in that
‘part of the city, John and T, after having gone
around the whole ruins left of the fire, and
clambering over one contionued heap of rubbish,
from Bouth to Broad streets, at lagt found our- .
selves standing before the bare and blackened
walls, of what so lately was the Garden-street
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B THE CHUECHES

Chureh. But, uncle, did I enderstand vou, this
morning, tosay, that that wasthe spot where the
first church ever built in New-Y ork city stood -

Jokn. Perhaps you did, Henry ; but I under-
stood uncle to make a distinction between the
first churches built in this eity, If I recollect
aright, he said that the Garden-street Church
wag the third built within the precincts of the
city, but the first one that was erected by the
wiflmﬂ contributions of the people, indepen-
dently of the government.

Uncle. You are might, John; the govern-
ment, very scom after the seitlement of the
eolony here, cansed a chapel for divine worshi
to be built within the walls of the fort: whie
¥m may note down as the first church 1n New-

ork ; the second was built by Peter Stuy-
vesant on his farm, or “Bowery” about
year 1660 ; and, then, not many years afler this,
ﬂmdno le procured a livense to build a church
i ﬂrcren-ﬁtriael, which you see was the third
in the city. :

Henry. But wasit called Garden-street along
there in those early days?

Unele. No. There was not much of a street
there then, when the church was first built; it
was merely a lane on which the church stood,
which ran up back of the parsonage-garden,
where the minister lived, and from this came
the name, in aiier days, of Garden-street,

John. But you are not done, I hope, uncle?



