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PREFACE

To make a life, as well as to make a living, is
one of the supreme objects for which we must all
struggle. The sooner we realize what this means,
the greater and more worthy will be the life which
we shall make,

In putting together the brief life stories and
incidents from great lives which make up the pages
of this little volume, the writer'’s object has been
to show young people that, no matter how humble
their birth or circumstances, they may make lives
that will be held up as examples to future genera-
tions, even as these stories show how boys, handi-
capped by poverty and the most discouraging
surroundings, yet succeeded so that they are held
up as models to the boys of to-day. |

No boy or girl can learn too early in life the
value of time and the opportunities within reach
of the humblest children of the twentieth century
to enable them to make of themselves noble men
and women,
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The stories here presented do not claim to be
more than mere outlines of the subjects chosen,
enough to show what brave souls in the past, souls
animated by loyalty to God and to their best selves,
were able to accomplish in spite of obstacles of
which the more fortunately born youths of to-day
can have no conception.

It should never be forgotten, however, in the
strivings of ambition, that, while every one should
endeavor to raise himself to his highest power and
to attain to as exalted and honomable a position as
his abilities entitle him to, his first object should
be to make a noble life.

The author wishes to acknowledge the assistance
of Miss Margaret Connolly in the preparation of
this volume.

0. 5 M.
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TO-DAY

For the structure that we raise,
Time is with materials filled ;
Our to-days and yesterdays )
Are the blocks with which we build.
LONGFELLOW.
Topavl To<dayl It is ours, with all its magic
possibilities of being and doing. Yesterday, with
its mistakes, misdeeds, lost opportunities, and fail-
ures, is gone forever, With the morrow we are not
immediately concerned. It is but a promise yet to
be fulfilled. Hidden behind the veit of the future,
it may dimly beckon us, but it is yet a shadowy,
unsubstantial vision, one that we, perhaps, never
may realize. But to-day, the Here, the Now, that
dawned upon us with the first hour of the morn,
is a reality, a precious possession upon the right use
of which may depend ali our future of happiness
and success, or of misery and failure; for

% This day we fashion Destiny, our web of Fate we spin.®

Lest he should forget that Time's wings are
swift and noiseless, and so rapidly bear our to-days
to the Land of Yesterday, John Ruskin, philose-



pher, philanthropist, and tireless worker though he
was, kept constantly before his eyes on his study
table a large, handsome biock of chalcedony, on which
was graven the sin-
gle word “To-day.”
Every moment of
this noble life was
enriched by the right
use of each passing
moment.

A successful mer-
chant, whose name is
well-known through-
out our country, very
tersely sums up the
means by which true
success may be at-
tained. “It is just
this," he says: “ Do
your best every day,
whatever you have
in hand.”

This simple rule, if
followed in sunshine and in storm, in days of sad-
ness as well as days of gladness, will rear for the
builder a Palace Beautiful more precious than pearls
of great price, more enduring than time.

Jous Ruskin ¥ His STopy



