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NOTE.

In reperting the following Discourses, great fare haa been
faken lo preserve the precise language in which they wers
delivared; but it is dus to their distinguished author, to stats,
that they huve not had the banefit of bis tevision, having begn
published without his knowledge.






SERMON L

—

DELIVERED AT ARCH STEEET Hﬁmﬂ—ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ, FIRST-
DAY EVENING, SECOND MONTH, FOURTH, 1838.

—_—

“Be it known vnto you all, and to all the people
of Terael, that by the pame of Jesus Ghriet of Naza-
reth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the
dead, even by him doth this man stand before you
whole,” *“And his name, through faith in his pame,
hath made this man strong, whom ye sea and know;
yea, the faith which iz by him hath given him thia
perfect soundness in the presence of yon all."

Sach, or nearly such, was the language of the
apostle Peter, in company with his anointed brother
John, when he was examined, befors the mulers of
the Jews, touching the notable miracle which they
had been instrumental in performing at the beautiful
gaie of the temple. And it seems to me, that it may
be worthy of romark, that this remarkable miracle
waa distinguished like the other miracles of the New
Testament, therein described, by certain eircum-
stances which grealy enhance the valpe of the evi-
denee thereof, 28 o credential of the divine authority
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] BERAMON I.

of our holy religion, considered as & message from
the Bupreme Governor of the universe, ‘That mira-
ele was wrought in the presence of many witnesses
in public, The change produced in the poor believ-
ing cripple was immediate, and could not possibly be
aceounted for by any secondary eause, for he had
been a cripple from his very birth; and moreover, the
fact was afterwarda tested by a close public examina-
tion, and the rulers of the Jews were totally unable
te find the least flaw in it. And I believe it would be
well for some shepticel minds to observe the differ-
ence between the miracles of christianity, and those
false wonders wrought ag it were, in secret corners,
ns some people azsert, which have disgraced the an-
nals of some modemn religions professors,

Now, my dear friends, the more we examioe the '
recorded history of our Lond Jesus Christ, and his
apoatles, the more we shall find that the evidence of
the direct divine authority of the christian religion,
rests on very sober, and very eolid grounds; satisfac-
tory tothe most enlightened and profound of reasoners,
satigfaciory also to the simple in heart, who perhaps
are the very best judges of plain truth. And I have
been led during the very solemn silence which has
prevailed in the early part of this meeting, to dwell
a little upon this confession made by the aposile ; and
it seema right for me to remark that, not only have
we here an evidence palpable and very plain, of the
divine authority of the message of life and salvation



HERMON I. 7

which the aposiles communicated to their fellow-
men,—their words being confinned by their works,
as the words of truth—but it seems to me impossible
to take 2 calm and fair view of this memorable event,
without perceiving in it, one evidence among many
others, of the true and proper divinity of our Lord
Jesus Christ; of the omnipotent power in him, by
which he controlled and suspended the very lawe of
nature aceording to his own will; because we plain-
ly find that the marvellous change wrought upon that
poor decrepit one, was mot produced by any power
whatever in the apostles; they were bare instruments
of the introduction, as it were, of that event; it was
by the name of Jesus Christ, even by him, that the
poor cripple stood before the admiring multitude,
whole; and not only stood, but walked, and leaped,
and praised God. And it was by faith in the name
of the Saviour, that he was resiored to that perfect
stale of bedily strength in the presence of them al;
just as the leper was, before many witnesses also,
when he ¢came in the true faith to Jesus, ** and wor-
shipped, saying, Lond, if thou wilt, thou canst make
e clean,”  And Jesus answered, I will; be thou
clean.” 8o there was first an expression of the aov-
ereign will or purpose, and then the act of divine
power immediately follows. And we are expressly
informed, that when the apostles went forth on their
high, holy, and truly pre-eminent mission of promul-
gating the great truths of the goepel, in al} their full-



