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PART II.

CHAFTER I
HERODOTUS.

e « Have patience,’ soft Morley, in sugerrapliad; * »
* To find out our wayiietius setgt off: urm-'gmﬁe."“
papdiks 3 ueee

WE have accustomed ﬂumglgeé tﬂ mn-ect
Seripture by profane “history, but in the
present inquiry a different plan will be
adopted, and profane history will be cor-
rected by Scripture.
i Nebuchadnezzar was monarch of the ci-
vilized world : “ all people, nations, and Ian-
guages trembled and feared before him.
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2 AN INQUIRY INTO

Whom he would he slew, and whom he
would he kept alive, and whom he would
he set up, and whom he would he put
down.” A system, therefore, whether of
chronology, or history, in which the con-
quests of Nebuchadnezzar are not recog-
nized, is incorrect. Babylon was taken
and destroyed by the Medes and Persians.
Darius, the Mede, took the kingdom ; Cy-
rus, the Persian, sueceeded him, restored
the Jews, and put down idolatry. It is evi-
dent, therefore, that the Cyrus of Scripture
is not the Cyrus of profane history.

So far, however, we shsll not have much
d;fﬁc-,ﬂt:y P, dmng as Plutarch wished to
do ; Yor' we ma.j'-gim mnmstenc:,r and an
hmtﬂnca,] ﬂ)rm to fable, by considering the
tales of; 'Ijmy gia}me as the hatlot songs of
Tyre; and we Iniy-make the romance of
Herodetus take the form of history, by
allowing Camhyses “to disfigure, or pre-
sent the person” of Nebuchadnezzar.
Nabopolassar will then be the Cyrus of
Herodotus, and the strange story of Smer-
dis, the Magian, and the imaginary king-




THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 3

dom of Lydia®, may serve to shew, that
although the strolling players acted Ham-
let with the omission of the prineipal cha-
racter, Herodotns, with all his ingenuity,
and all his zeal for idolatry, could not al-
together omit the history of the Jews!
For Smerdis and the Magi, are meant for
Daniel and his companions ; the kingdom
of Lydia is the kingdom of Judah ; the
story of Creesus i1s the history of Heze-
kiah, mixed up with that of his son Ma-

nasses; and the story of Candaules iz

taken from the history of David, mixed
up with that of Hezekiah®,

* I will not tronble the reader with n long note, Eet him
exrefully compare Homer end Herodotuz, and he wiill mare than
doubt the antiquity of this Lydisn kingdon. et him con.
sider the bustle and debate which our petty emigrotions have
eamsed, and ask himseH whether the oxtives of so small and
imignifreant a territory, as that of Proper Greece, were likely
to have estahlished the Boban, Foninn, and Tderian colo-
nies.

b Mezekizh comguered the Tomim, or idolaters, of Pales-
time, and Croesms conguered the Lonian colonies; we find
here fresh proof of the confasion which has so often arisen
from aimilarity of names. The Latins distinguished between
Finivs, and IFnicns, but we confound the Iomim, the worship-
pera of Lo, or Juno, or Jonak, or of Day, () with the Lones,
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But if Cyrus is Nabopolassar, and Cam-
byses is Nebuchadnezzar, Xerxes, who de-
stroyed so many of the temples of the
idolaters, will be the Cyrus of Scripture ;
and the reader may ask, with surprise,
whether he is to discredit the famous in-

who aprung from Javan, the Hebrew Ion.  The remurkable
history of Jonsh was not likely to bo furgotten, It may be
treced 1o that of Io, eod Derceto and the fish Oannes, for
gpirita “ can sither sex assume.” The Lonian sea took its
pame from him probably, end we may thws understand why
Homer colled Lacedemon swrderear, if we bear in mind that
Jonah was swallowed by & great fsh. The savage Centaurs,
i e. the wild mountaineers of Taurus, oo their little nags,
bave been confonnded with the learned and polished Centanr
Chiron, who may be veferred to Hiram, Khan of Tyre. The
Cyelops of Homer s very different from the Cyelopses, who
worked for Vulean ; bat if the name means red faced (and
Kuzeil atill means red in Persian) we may acoount for the
sameness of name ond difference of character, Pyrrhus is
aaid to have been so called from the redness of hiz hair; and
the monster, Typhou, is said to have been of a red colour.
The savege and red-faced shepherd of Homer will be Nebux
chadnezzar, the original Pyrrhus, snd Typhon: the slaves
of Vulen will be the Edomites or Messenians, who were
the slaves of the Spartan ironmongers. The reader need not
be told shat Edem signifies reds nor that the modern Pelasgi,
or gipsies, are given to tinkering, In the ninth century,
Dionysius, of Athens, waa idontified with Dionyaius of Pa-
ris. See Gibbon's Miscellaneous Works. Vol. v. p. 489,
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vasion of Greece? An invasion so cele-
brated ; vouched for by so much Greek
_ verse, and so much Greek prose, and ac-
knowledged, as we are told, by Scripture.
We ‘will proceed cautiously. Thucy-
dides is allowed to be a better historian
than Herodotus. Even in Larcher’s life
of Herodotus, the truth peeps out, and we
may surmise that Herodotus was the laugh-
ing-stock of his cotemporaries ; .but Thu-
cydides, notwithstanding the difficulties
under which he Iaboured, as the historian
of his own times, has always borne a high
character for veracity. Had Thucydides,
however, spoken the whole truth with re~
gard to the Persian invasion, Grecizn va-
nity would have been sorely wounded, and
the Greeks might have been inclined to
make short work with the historian and
his history.
~ When we find, therefore, that Thucydi-
des never mentions Herodotus ; that he
sets out with afirming that the Peloponne-
sian war was the greatest of the Grecian
wars ; that the Persian war was the great-
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est of former wars, and yet that it was
quickly decided in two sea-fights, and two
land-fights *: and that even in the time
of Themistocles the Athenian ships were
not whole-decked. When we find from
the speech, which he puts into the mouth
of Pericles, how necessary experience and
constant practice were in naval matters,
and we bear in mind that before the Per-
stan war the Athenians had little or no
commerce, and were unable to cope with
the merchant-pirates of the barren rock of
&gina; when we find that Aschylus says
nothing about the sea-fights of Artemisi-
um, and that Isocrates® carried the license
of panegyric no farther than to give the
Athenians a fleet of sixty ships; when we
read what Livy says about the Euripus®,

3 A mvpayiaen e ri.fo}.n:x{mr. Lib. L. 33 We
cannot possibly meke more then four engagements altoge-
ther.

B {fruovre wpinpng Tty wpl; P R R

" savrizée.  Paneg. po 74, of the late Oxford edition.
_© = Aristotla as the story goes, drowned himself here,
out of chagrin for not being able to account for so unusual a
motion.” {The flax and reflux of the Bllnpuu.} Ijry was




