CONCERNING MEN,
AND OTHER PAPERS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649384815

Concerning men, and other papers by Dinah Craik

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



DINAH CRAIK

CONCERNING MEN,
AND OTHER PAPERS

ﬁTrieste






CONCERNING MEN

AND QTHER FAFPERS

i



" CONCERNING MEN

AND OTHER PAFERS

BV THE AUTHOR OF

‘JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN’

London
MACMILLAN AND CO.

AND NEW YORK

1888

A riphts reseened



These were the last papers Mrs, Craik
wrote. She intended to collect and republish
them with others that were never written,

but only planned.
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CONCERNING MEN

[ HavE been asked to write a paper giving a
woman's opinions upon men; the reason
urged for this request being *‘that a woman
who has for the purposes of literary art
analysed the minds of men and women must
have reached valuable conclusions as to the
mutual limitations of each sex, and its supple-
mentation by the other.’

It may be so. One cannot have written
novels for forty years without much study
and observation of human character, to say
nothing of the inevitable experience which a
long life brings. And yet I have hesitated.
We all know ourselves better than outsiders

do, and I am conscious of having lived, in a
S B
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sense, out of the world—a quiet happy do-
mestic existence, which never brought me in
contact with really bad men. Consequently,
pessimistic or Zolaesque studies of them had
no charm for me; and [ have shared with
many other female writers the accusation
that all my men are ‘women's men,’ 7.e men,
painted, not as they are, but after the ideal—
a woman's ideal—of what they ought to be.
Perhaps we might retort how very little men
know of us, and how uanlike to real women
are the heroines of many male novelists.
The difference seems to be, that a woman's
man is generally gifted with impossible virtues,
while a man’s woman, if not enchantingly
wicked, is often so tame and weak, even
silly, like Thackeray's Amelia and a dozen
more I could name, that the best of her sex
would be ashamed to own her.

Be that as it may, 1 will not argue the

question ; | have been asked to say my say,
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and | say it, without dogmatism, but also
without fear,

[t is as well to premise, however, that all
my observations and experience of life have
confirmed me in one belief, viz. that while, as
a rule, the average woman is superior to the
average man,—more estimable, lovable—nay,
often more capable and reliable,—there are
exceptional men nobler than any woman ;
for the simple reason that the masculine
nature is larger and stronger, with wider
possibilities for both evil and good.

All thy passions, matched with mine,

Are like moonlight unto sunlight and as water unto

wine,
is a truth affirned by a wise man, which
should never be ignored in a woman's judg-
ment of mer.

Also, though we find continual exceptions
—women as strong as many a man, and men

tenderer than most women—still the creed



