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“Han llegado Ios valientes explo-
radores encaberados por el intrépido
Mr. Walter FLeach, venciendo Tos mil
difieuliades amontonadas alli por la
naturaleza, suficientes para abatir y
rerdir o dnimp @el mds fuerds, paro
ineapaees pare detener el sentimiento
del valer superior gue poseen en grado
eminente los hijos de Inglaterra.”

“La Libertad", Corrienées.
Abril 18585,






CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTORY

The Messrs. Leach are owners of a sugar factory,
canefields, and coffee plantations, in the province
of Jujuy in the Argentine Republic, and the river
DBermejo has its source in the same province, in
the Zenta mountains, traversing the great wilder-
ness called the Gran Chaco, and finally flowing
into the river Paraguay.

For a long time the Messrs. Leach had considered
the possibility of being able to send their produce
down the river Bermejo, and thereby save the
railway freight for over a thousand miles.

Now with regard to the river Bermejo, not
very much was known. Sewveral expeditions had
navigated portions of its waters : and it is certain



