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TO THE MOTHERS

WHOHE EIND APFRECIATION OF
THESE ADDRESSESR

HAS INDUOED ME, IN ACOORDANCE WITH THE WIBH OF

OTHER FRIENDH, T0 HAVE THEM PUBLIBHED.

ALPHA.



10 ADDAESBES AT A MOTHERS MEETING.

think treacle, being aweet and sticky, wonld suffice ;
and no doubt you think it better, as I do, that your
boys should bave nothing to do with beer.

Wa have been epeslking of natoral besuties, and
the means of geeing them,

For beaunty arranged with art, it i3 aasy for you to
go sometimes to the Natnral History Museam in the
University Buildings, acmseion free, where there
are birds and butterflies more besutiful than any
that live about here, caretully preserved and
arranged.

For heauty produced by art, it is easy for you te
go to the Castle Museum, whers you will see down-
stairs rare and beantiful things in ehing and glass,
in gold and precious stones; aleo, what will ba
spevially mteresting to some of you, pieces of old
hand-made lace, of delicate and intricate patterns,
as they were worn by pobles and dignitaries huon-
dreds of years ago.

You will see a pair of iron gates, three hundred
vears old, which will not only exeite yonr admira-
tion by the beanty of the working of the garlands
of fruits and leaves in hammered iron, but will make

on proud to imow that they were the work of a
ottingham man.

1t 18 for you %o see that your children, who will
some of them be Nottinghem men some day, shall
grow up with a desire to work as well, if not in the
pame kind of way, as he did.

Up-stairs theve are galleries of pictures, These
bave been changed lately.

There are always pictures that show you the sea,
with itz blue waters flowing geutly over golden
sands, or & storm, with the crested waves breaking
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in foam, and the boats tossing soraly; pictures
that show the Highiand heather, till you think you
can smell the honsy-like seent and hear the hum of
the bees; pictures that show ihe besntifal cathe-
drals of oor own and other countries with wonder-
ful sculptore on the grey stone of the onteide. Of
the inside there are pictures of high arches, pillars,
and dim light, till yon almost think yon hear the
doep tones of the organ pealing throngh.,

There are pictores ufpahnnp with wool so long
and eoft one wishes to touch it; there are cows so
natural that it would be no surprise to see the milk-
msid come away with foaming pail.

There are woodland esenes and rivers, dogs, cata,
and children, all natoral and yet baantified,

1I. How can we cullivate besuty so as to have
more of it in our surroundings ?

Let ua think firet how we can have more of it in
our own homes,

Ag beanty gives pleasure ; we deeire, not only for
our own sakes but for the sake of thoss around as—
hugband and children—io gather as much shout us
a8 Wo OaD.

It is not alwaye that & pretty thing is more expen-
give than an ugly one. PBoth for furniture and dress,
it is true that the thing which ie beet adapied to the
use for which it is intended is the most beantiful,
Apy ecorves in & chair that wesken the firmness

which it stande take away from its besuty.

It may be & benutifol thing for & lady to go to
sn evening party in & white dress and thin shoes,
knowing that she will tread only on the soft mat of
the carriage or the softer carpet of her friends ; but
to see the eame lady in the pireet in the thin dress



12 ADDRESSEE AT A MOTHERE MXRTING,

orltha thin shoes would be unsuitable and thetefore
ogly.

It is slways ugly—tall this to your girla—to see
a girl with waist pinched in by tight lacing, bscause
it is nnneatural. Tell them, too, that the statme of
the Venns de Medici in Florence, which ia eonsi-
dered the perfaction of grace and beanty, is twenty-
aight inches round the waiet,

In the arrangement of colears maeh may be done
to beantify & room.

Yoo may brighten & dark one, with eolours light

or warm ; and tuke off the bare look of a too light
one, with a deep colour like marcon. In getting
eushions, covers, or connterpanes, just think whethar
ou want the room warming with scarlet, or lighten-
g with white.

When you have your ceilings and rooms colour-
washed, yon will find it coste very little if any more
to have & tinge of pink or Fremck grey instead of
the ordinary blunish whitewssh. Boms of yon have
sons or hushands whe would be elever enoogh to
stencil a pattern roond of a deeper ghade of the
eame colour, This costs less than paper, and is very
pretiy.

As to the arrsogement of coloors in dress, the
chief thing out of docze is to have nothing conepien-
ons. Nothing that seemas designed to attract atten-
tion is beantiful. A warm serviceabls woollen dress
and strong boots are, for the winter, the perfection
of beanty. 8till in the house, perhaps, on Sunday
your girls may like to add e bright and pretty bow
of soft, deep-colonred ribbon, whick yon will look
at with pleasure.

I must not altogether pass over perscnal beanty.



