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PREFACE

SiweE White's "Gardening  for the Soutl,” first
published o 1856, there has been wo work which
furnished a velinble, practieal guide to the southern
pardener.  There are works whiclh treat Jnstenetively
of the seientific prineiples involved in the art of gor-
dening,  There are others which, emanating from the
novthern states, are valuable for that seetion of our
country, but, owing to variations of =oil and elimatie con-
ditions, tHiey possess little value as o gaude Lo the sonther)
gardener. The object of thiz work 1= to furnish o rels-
able, peactieal enide to those who destre to avail theos-
selves of the wonderful facilities afforded by one sy
Southliand for supplying the family table with fresh vege-
tables from the kitehen-garden every day in the vear

Fifty years of sueeesatul experience in gavdentog and
frnit-growing on both a domestic aud o comiereial
soeale, mepires some wensnee of condidencee oy abdliny
and vight to speak er eafhedee on the <iljeet,

Duringe an oftteial Tife of thivty vears, o eloze tonel
with the tilers of the sail, and tloeneh o velmnitons
gorvespondence, covering apswers to letiers of ingnies
feonn farmers and hortieutterists, T have hoen nnpressedd
with the need of & work of the charaeter of the one now
attemptes, While it ts nndertaken with many mi=giv-
ings as tocmy abihity fo adeqeately soppdy the deaand,
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vi Prefies

the earnest appealzs of many friends to leave to the
mithlons of zouthern toilers the Jessons lenrned doriae
a blf century of study, experitnent and experience s o
devatee to the art of horticnlture, encourage me to
ke an effort to lesve some goiding " footprints on the
sty of tipe.”

Believing that & more almndant and eontinnous gup-
ply of tender, fresh vegetables and Inseions froits wpon
the tabdes in ome southern homes, replacing to some
extent  the deadly  feving-pan oand  the omupipresent
canned woods, will conteibute to health, refinement and
intellectnality, 1 feel that mwy declining years enn, in no
other wuy, be mope appropriately  spent than in an
varnest, honest effort to render our farm homes more
attractive and thewr ocenpants more healthy and happy.

The troe gardensr loves his plants ag hiving eow-
panions, and enjoys their sneeessfnl growth as he does
the happiness amd prospevity of his ehibdren,  Plants
vespanid Lo Kind, intelligeut  freatment, amd manifest
their geatitude by sappdying more abnndantly and per-
feetly their tressure of Howers and feoits. The fragrant
rose greets with blushing pride the eoming of its kindly
bepefactor, and seoms to delight in hig affectionate
adiieation.  There ean be no contamination from as=o-
eintion with plants, and no danger of deadly disease
perms i the consamption of theie prodocets,

I hawve heen peeatly assisted in the preparation of this
Lok by Prof. C. 0, Newman, Professor of Hortienltore
in Clemson Agrienltnral College, and Hortienlturist of
Sonth Careling Experiment Station,

J B, NEWMAN,
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