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PREFACE.

The following chapters are the outcome of
research extending over a period of some years,
undertaken as a student of the University of
Manchester. The enormous quantity of material
hidden away in bookshelves seldom disturbed, has
made it difficult to do more than place results
before the reader, and the scope of the work has
prevented the introduction of much that is interest-
ing and illuminative regarding the eightesnth
century in England. An attempt has been made
to trace the conmection between these pieces of
forgotten literature, and to observe the development
of a school of thought in English religion which
has not always been recognised by students of that
period.

I desire to express my sincere thanks to the
Librarian of the Dr, Williams' Library, and to his
courteous Assistants: to the Rev. 1. Crippen of
the Memorial Hall Library, London, and to others
who by wvaluable information supplied through
correspondence have assisted in various ways. My
warmest thanks are due to Professor Tout, whose
sympathy has been much appreciated, and to the
Rev, Alexander Gordon, M, A, who has crowned
all his previous acts of kindness by preparing the
Index.

To those who know the complicated story which



