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THE DEPENDENT SCHOLAR

THE d:pcnd:nt gcholar ! The great man's Licensed friend !
if triend, not slave, iz to be cthe word.  Believe me, Timaockes,
amid the humiliation and drudgery of kis lot, | know not where
to turn for a beginning. Many, if not mose, of his hardships
arc filmi:].[ﬁl.’ tome = Hl}t:l J'l,ta."."i:'f.', kﬂﬂ“’ﬂ, f'['ﬂm F-C'I.'ﬁlj:l"l.ﬂ,] fI?ET;C‘ﬁ{'E,
for I have never been reduced to such extremity, and pray that
I never may be; but from the lips of numercus vietims ; from
the bitter outcries of those who were yet 1n the snare, and the
complacent recollections of others who, like escaped prisoners,
found a plessure in detailing all that they had been through,
The evidence of the lacter was particulacly valuable.  Mysrics,
as it were, of the highest grade, Dependency had no secrets for
them. Accordingly, it was with keen interest thar 1 listened
to their stories of miraculous deliverance from maoral shipwreck.
They reminded me of the mariners who, duly cropped, gather
at the doors of a temple, with tleir tale of stormy seas and
monster waves and promontores, castings out of cargoes,
enappings of masts, shatterings of rugders; ending wath the
appearance of those ewin brethrsn ! so indispensable to nautical
story, of of some other dews ex machiva, who, seated at the
masthead or standing at the helm, guides the vessel 1o some
sandy shore, there to break up at her lelsure—not before her
crew (3o benevolent is the God !) have effected a safe landing.
The mariner, however, 15 literal 1n embeilishment, beang
prompted thereto by the exigencies of his situation ; for by
his appearance as a favourite of heaven, not merely a victim of

! The DNoscuri, Castor and Pollix, whe weee supposed 1o appear to
sailoes in distress.
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2 The !'Jf:pf'rm"mr Scholar

fartune, the number of <he charitable 8 increaged. [t 1s other-
wise with those whose narrative is of domestic storms, of billows
rising mountaio Ligh (if so 1 may phrase it) within four walls,
They tell us of the sedactive calm 1hat firsr lured them on o
those waters, of the seffericgs they endured throughout the
voyage, the thirst, the sea-sickness, the briny drenchings ; and
how at tast cheir luckless craft went 1o pieces upon some hidden
reef ar ar the oot of come steep crag, leaving them to swim for
it, and to land naked and cererly destitute. All this they tell
us: but 1 have ever sussected them of having convenient
lapses of memory, and omitting the worst part for very shame,
For myself, 1 shall have no suck scruple,  All thar [ have heard,
or can reasonably infer, of the evils of dependence, 1 shall place
betore you,  For eicher, foend, my penetration 1s ar faule, or
you have long had a hankering for this profession.

Yes, | have scen 1t from the fiest, whenever the conversation
has faller on this subjece of zalavied intellects. * Happy men !”
some enthusiast hasceied, © The flite of Rome are their friends.
They dine sumptuously, and call for no reckoning. They are
lodged splendidly, and travel comiortably—nay, luxurionsly—
with cushions at their backs, and as ofter as not a fine pair of
ceeams in front of them. And, as if this were not enough, the
frendship they enjoy and the handsome treatment they receive
iz made good to them with a substantial salary.  They sow not,
they plough not ; yer alk things grow for their use”  How | have
seen you prick up your ears at such words as these | How wide
your mouth has opened 1o the bait !

Now T will have a chear conscience in this mateer, I will not
be told hereafter chat I saw you swallowing this palpable bait,
and never stirred a finger v snatch it from you, and show you
the hook while there was vet time ; that I watched youo nibbling,
saw the hook well in and the fish hauled up, and then stood by
shedding useless tears. A arave charge, indeed, were 1 to leave

z
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it in FOUT piwer to bring it sceh reglest would admin of ne
palliation. You shall thercfore hear the whole truth, Now,
in leisurely fashion, from without, not hereafrer from within,
shall you examine this weel from which no fish escapes.  You
shall take in hand this hook of subtle barb.  You ehall ery the
prongs of this cel-spear against your inflated check § and §f you
decide that they are not sharp, that they would be easily evaded.
that a wound from them would be no grear marter, that t!ii!:l-'
are deficient in power and grasp—then wrice me among thosc
who have cowardice to thank for their empry bellies ; and for
yoursclf, take heart of grace, and sweop upon your prey, and
cormorant-wise, it you will, swallow all at a gulp.

4 But however much the present treatise is indebred 10 you
for its existence, its application s rot conhned to you who are
phi]nmp]'mrs:, whose ambition it 18 to form vour comduet upon
serious principles; it extends to the teachers of literature, of
thetaric, of music,—to all; in short, whose intellectual ateain-
ments can command a mantenance and a wape,  And where
the life, from beginning to end, is onc and the same tor all, the
philesopher (I need net say), so far from being a privileged
person, has but the additienal ignominy of being levelled with
the rest, and treated by his paymaster with as scant ceremony
as the rest, In conclusion, whatever disclosures 1 may be led
to make, the blame must fall in the frst instance on the aggres-
gors, and in the second instance on those who seffer the ageres-
son.  For me, unless truth and candour be crimes, 1 am
blameless.

Az to the vulgar rabble of trainers and toadies, illiterate,
mean-sonled ereatures, born to obscarity, should we attempt
(e I'_l'i.E!uﬂClE f.lr.ll_‘.'ﬂl frﬂl'.l'.l. EUC]'L puISuitS, Our 1.;|.hﬂl.lr 1-"."5L:1.|j I:'E '-"."E.ELL'lj.
Nor can we fairly blame them, for putting up any affront,
rather than part with their emplovers, The life suits them ;
they are in their element, And what other channel is there,
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