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To all intevested in Science.

PRl 1L PUBLISHERS of Scientiric OpINION desire to draw the
gl atiention of the Scientific wosld ta the fact that this Jeurnal is the only weekty
periodieal imsued in England whose columns are entirely devoted to Science
genorally, In a brief prospectus like the present it is impossible to show the wide
seope and great usefulness of ScienTiFle Qe ; but the enumeration given below will
furnish some indication of its general contents.
Leading Articles, by able writers, on current topics of interest 1o all wha are concemed
in the progress of Science.

Brientifle Memoirs and Pa frequently illustrated, seiected from o great
variety of sources, Foreign as well as Unghsh, and treating of oll the departments of
Heience in thelr newest aspect.

-= Reviews of Boolts, written by competent sclentific authorities, by which the reader of

SerENTIFIC OPNION 18 furnished with an honest and impartial opinlon ns to the merits

: or demerits of every fresh sclentific work of nota directly 1t is published.

' Biblio aphy,—L nh.. French, German, Italian, ard American,—by regular reference

1 to which the scae.-nu workes is emabied to discriminate his edd of labour and

i imvestigation, amd to learn the latest acthorities upon the ruﬁ ect which most concerns
his pursuits,

i Omnapundam}o upan moot paintsand controversial questions in Science.

* Procesedings of Scientiflc Bocieties.—Armngements with most of the leamned
bodics have alrendy been made, and reports of their proccodings are (by authorty)
reglarly furnished.

Foreign Acesdemies.—Each week, careful transtations are m‘fwm af the iatest ftems of
information and research as th:ym brought under the ce of the varfous Scientific
Academies in France, Germany, Italy, Amcrica, &c. &c. ; thus keeping the reader of
SCIENTIFIC OPINION as cowran? with scientific progress in all parts of the world.

Nntaséguerles and Memoranda constitute a very useful and attractive department
o numm and under this head all New Inventions and Discoveries of scientific
wvalue are not

A Sciontific Diary of thoWeok is always furnished, giving a record of the maove-
meats of the.Scientific world.

Answers to Correspondents comprise editorial selutions of dificult guestions, and
other matter of intercst,

The above outline shows the scheme of this Journal. As Science enters more and more
into the Arts and Manafictures, and the commonest operations of dadly life, it seems but
consistent that its intercsts should at last be properly represented in the Eaglish Woekly Press,

SgieNtirie. Opmamns, therefore, occupics a position which it was not ereditable should
longer remain unfilled ; and in seffedfiny the sufdort of those who read this Prospectas, the
Publishers give thelr assurance that no energy will be wanting, nor expease spared, to render
this Publicztion a thorough reflex of the labowrs of scientific men, and of the applications of
sclentific discovery.

Every Wednesday—Price Fourpence., Monthly Parts, 1s. 6d.

Subscriptions {post-free) ; Yearly, 175, 8. ; Half-yearly, g8, ; Quarterly, 5%
Payahle in advance, by Postage Stamps of ctherwise.

AU Communications o be addressed to the Publishers, at the Offices :—
7475, GREAT QUEEN STREET, LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C.



BY THE BAME AUTHOR,
Heewrly Published; Prica One Shilling wnd Sikpends,

MORE LIGHT:

A DREAM IN SCIENCE.

*F AL aré but parts of one stupendoss shols,
Whote body Natere ia, snd God tha reul," —Fori,

“'Wa have read this little pamphlet with some intersat, and, not-
withstanding the obecurity which the adoption of sllegory esats over
tlu- nuthor's idean, wo fanoy that we comprehend what it is intendd

+ + « « Hais attempting to solve a problem which is
nﬂlyhyond the comprehension of mortals, and if he remsons calmly
enough, we do not ses how he can svoid Berkeleyiem. OF scourse, we
must express ourselvea with caution in the sk of those arg

which the suthor promises.”— Seissifis Opinion.

*The anthor of this brisf but interesting treatide tolls v that oo &
winter's evening some two years ago, be was reading by the fireside an
acconnt of the last hours of Géothe, when his memorable” words,
¢ Mora light,' sounded 8o sadly in his ears that, in & it of melanchaly
musing, he fell asleep and dreamt the dream in science which is here
related, . . . . the laws of matter, of atirmction, repulsion,
motion, and of 1ife aa it exists not only in animals and vegetables, buk
in all created things. We offer no opinion as to the sclentific value of
this littlo treatiss. . . . . But we muost do the writer the justice
4o sy, that his brief sarrative is plessantly written, and constitutes &
lively coniribation to a clams of works rarely attractive to any but
solentifie rendore.”— Tablsh i

LONDON :
WYMAN & SONS, 74 & 75, GREAT QUEEN STREET,
LINCOLN'SINN FIELDS, W.C.
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PREFACE.

O many attempts have been made, in all
ages, by philosophers, to solve the pro-
blem of the world's existence, and so signally
have all these attempts failed, that men have
cowe to believe that it is one of the mysteries
which must for ever remain a mystery. It may
be doubted whether there is in this highly
enlightened age a man of any sfatus in the
scientific world who would go so far as
Professor Playfair in expressing a hope that
Bacon may be right in ascribing to philosophy
that perfection which so many believe it is
never destined to reach; certain it is that the



