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PREFACE.

OME varistions having been introduced,
Uaf by the editor of this volame, into the
;“ ¢ text of the “ Ode to Evening,” and
the * Ode to & Lady on the Death of
Col. Ross," it may be necessary bere
to explain his authority for so doing.

The * Ode to Evening” first appeared in the littls
volume of Colling's Odes, published by Miilar in
Trecember, 1746. The Ode on the desth of Col
Ross (fivst printed in ® Dodsley's Museum,” in June
of that year), was nlso insbried in the volume re-
ferred to, Callins never republished his Odes in an
independent form; but these two poems, with con-
siderable varistions, were subsaquently inserted in the
segond edition of * Dodsley's Collection,” published
in 1748, Bwch wariationa could not have been in-
treduced by Dodsley without authority ; or without
calling forth a protest from the suthor. It has,
moreover, been remarked by a recent writer,® that
the “Ode to Evening™ was reprinted in Colling's life-
time by his intimate friend, Thomas Warton, in the
* Union,” aod thet all the wvariativns alladed to
were there adopted. Tt is, therefore, impossible to
doubt the authority of Dodsley ; although all editors
of Colling, 29 pointed out by the writer alluded to,
have bitherto printed from a fexi arbitearily com-

* Alhemmum, Jaotary 5, 1356,
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pounded of the teo versions, In the present adition
the text of Dodsley in these instances hzs been
adopted — the several passages ns they stood m the
first edition being given in the margin, The prepricty
of Colling's alterations must be obyioos to all readers
of good taste. Tn 5o exquisite a miniature as the
“ (e to Evening,” every tint and touch which the
hand of the artist has bestowed wpon It is precious,
and will be earefully preserved by an editor who hos
* a feeling of hia calling.”

All the remaining Odes in the edition of 1748,
{dated 1747,) are printed from that volume; and
theve and all the other ppema (with one exception)
have been carefully collated with the original autho-
rities. The exception referred to Is the “ Epistle to
Sir Thomss Hanmer,” of which the editor has nos
been mo fortunate o8 to find & copy of the author's
edition, and has, therefore, trusted to the version in
the eareful and besutiful edition-of Colling published
by Mr, Dyee.

The editor desives to express here Lis acknow-
ledgment of the kind assistance which he has re-
ceived, in sollectimg materiada for his short Memaoir,
fromo the Provost of Queen's College, Oxford, from
Dr. Bloxam of Magdalen College, from the Warden
of Winchester College, and Fom the Head Master
of the Prebendal School in Chichester : also to re-
cord his obligation to Mr. Charles Crocker of Chi-
chester for the trouble which he was good enough
to take in searching the Parochial Registers, and the
records in the Registey of Wills in that city, for
notices of the poet or his family.

W. Mor Trouss
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