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MAJOR-GENERAL PUTNAM.

leraen Prrxam, who, throngh a regolar

dation of promotion, beeame the senior Ma-
Jor-General i the nnny of the United States,
and next in rank o General Washitrrton, was
born at Salem, Massachuselts, on the Tih da
of January, 1718, His father, Coptain J-:nsr.'II
Putoam, wee the son of Mo .Tul;m Pustnnem,
whn, with two brothers, eome from e souh
of England, nnd were among the Lest settlors
of Salem.

When we thus behald a persen, from the
huealde walks af fife, starting annoticed in the
eareer of fame, and, by an undeviating jiregress
throngh a P'fe of hanour, arriving sl the highes:
digmity in the state, curinsity 18 strongly ex-
eited, and philosapky loves to tmes the patly of
glory from the nrndﬂ-.u af ohsearity to the sum
mit of elevation.

Althengh onr ancestors, the fiest seitlers of

nis Innd, amidst the extreme pressares of po-
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vorty adnl dirree, early inatitnlod seliont= fur
the ediention of yone designed for the leartad
professions, vet it was thonehit sutficient o -
struet these destined 1o labour oo the earth, in
peading, writing, and such sudments of anth-
metie ns mizhic e requisite for Seeping the ae-
eotpzte ol their Nittle transactions with ench
other, Pew frmers’ song had more sdvan
tomes, nene less. To this state of medinerity i
wis the lof of young Pattsam to be placed, Hia
ently fnstroetion was net considerable, aod the
aotive secnes of Lok o which e wos alteswonrds
engaged, prevential the opporhinity of greot
Lremary impeovement,  Hia nnmercus eriginal
loteers, thmach detizient in scholastic aoomracy,
always display the ponduess of his bheart, and
fraquienily the ﬂtmngth of hiz notive gonins,
Il had o certain Jaeonic mede of exprossion,
amdl an unsflected epiorammatic tumn, which
ehurpeterized most of his writings.

o eompensate partinlly for the deficieney
of ednention, m-:Jng,rI]L nothing ean remove o
eonnterbalanee the inconvenicnees experieiced
from it T publie life, he derived fom his pa-
rents the sonree of innnmerable advantages in
the stpmina ef o vigoms constifntion. Natre,
Eherol o Testowing o him bedily sorength,
Biordiness, and activity, was By o means [sre
slmanions in menial edowments,  While we
leave the quetities of the nndecstandine o he
develapual in the process of 1%, {0 may nat be
impeaper, i this 111:.- e, b designate gome of the
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eirenmstonces which wore calenlated to distine
guth b atterwasds as o partisan oflice:.

Cotirnge, enterpmise, achivity, aid persevos
ramce, were the tivst gliarncteristics of by mind,
There & a kind of mechonical eonesge, the
effspring of prude, habit, or disciplog, that may
I'ﬂ]_‘-l}l. a coward not only to perform his duty,
it even o venture oa acts of herciam, Pt
nam’s eonrage was of o difforent gpecies,  1c
wid ever attended with o secenily of sonl, o
clenrness of coneeptinn, o degres of seliposses-
glon, snd a superority tooall the vicissitodos of
fortine, entively diat‘oet from soy thiong that
can Lo prodoeed by the ferment of Lilond, and
flutter of spirits, which not nufrequently pro-
cipitate men toaction, when stimnlated By e
toxicntlan or some othier transient exlilaation.
The heroie clinroeter, thas Fonedesd an copsti=
tntion and animal spirits, chershed by odocp
tint and 1degs of personnd frecdare:, eogdimed
by temperance and habils of exercise, was coni-
p%utuﬂ b the dictate of reason, the love of his
coupntry, and oo mvineible sonse of duty, Such
wore the qualities and pr:inc:ilplm tar enahled
him 1o meet unnppelled the shaiis of adversing,
and to pas in trinmph throngh the fumace of
nfilietion.

His disposition was as frenk and geoerons as
= mind was feerless nnd independent,.  Ha
disgnised nothing: indecd he seemed ineapalila
of disenfe.  Porhings e the intoreoarss bo was
ultimmtely obliged 1o Juove witl nn artinl world,
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his singority, on eoma noensions, ondwent ik
thisereting. ,ﬂ.lrhml-’rh b Tiad 1on |111Lr|5 HILAVEY
i his pature e copmrmeiee oo g, T Dol
o el sen=ihiiity ool to focl, snd e ek
honoar not to resent, o intended insalt,. The
firsd toe hue weenn e Bosran he was inselted for
his pisstieity by bov ol twice his sbze amd age
after hearing the swrensms until lis J:Ir11l-L‘]J-"E.-
was worh out, Be chollenged, engaged, and
vanth skl Lis l::ljmzl.ulwl'l_-,r antagmnisl, o tha
frrenl diversion of o erowd of spectatars. Whila
a siripling, bis ambition was to perform the
inhor of womin, and to sxeel 3nathlete diver-
2ims, I that mlln, baat agsculine ame ke
erer the village south sasopnhlod on tleir =il
ocensions of feetivity, pirching the ar, running,



