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PREFACE.

[

Tus EoITicN was undertaken with the approval of
many eminent scholastic authorities, including the
Hewdmasters! of Eton, Shrewshury, Bury Objoct of
5t. Edmunds, Charterhouse, Merchant Tay- L{lﬁnnﬂi--
lord’, the City of London, King’s College, =
Durham and Bedford Schools, and the Principals of
MarTborough, Cheltenbam, Haileybury, Liverpecl and
Malvern Colleges, as a means of making the study of
the Georgics more aceessible to the Middle Forme, for
whom Professor Conington's notes, though indispensable
to advanced scholars, are toos slaborate, too dubitative,
too full of alternative renderings aud constructions, sud
too expensve.

Expericnee  proves that the suhjects of the
Georgica are more attractive to schoolboys than the
Eclogues or even than the Aeneid; besides, to say
nothing of their exquisite literary fimish, they offer the
young scholar, in striking contrast wilh the sketchy,

! Thess gentlemen ara of conree in no degree responsible for any

errore or defects that may disfignre the exeontion of & task of which
they only epproved the design.
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balf-wrought style of the greater part of the epie
poem, the finest model of Latin versification in that
complex rhythmical system of interwoven harmonies
and J.:n'a:l'iva:clu cadences which is at omce the basis and
the distinetive feature of the Vergilian hezameter.
Hitherts, however, they have rarely been studied
intelligently exeept in the higheat forms, partly, per-
haps, from the want of a suitable edition, partly from
the inherent difficulties of the poems—difficulties in
some degres flowing from the use of commeon terms in
technical penses, but chiefly from the poet’s constant
effort to relieve a somewhat dry topie by versatility of
phrase ' and variety of treatment, and, in gemeral, to
overlay the didectic with the poetical slement, at some
oocasional saerifice of clearness in the evolution of
thought,

The pupil's path, amid these embarrassments,
ezemed likely to be smoothed by an expedient sucoess-
Plan af the Tally adopted in eeveral popular achoelbooks,
sdition,  {hat of inserting & Rumning Analysis, at suit-
able intervals, in the text: the analysis varying in
cloeeness with the greater or slighter difficulty of the
passage, and designed to aid the student by elncidsting
the drift of the paragraph and the connexion of
thonght—one of the chisf stumbling-blocks of sehool-
boyse—and to relieve the semse of perplexity so apt

! Thus the simpla word slvearinm, * beshive,’ v diversified by phe
following poetical veristione: stabuls, G. & 14 ; tecta, 38, 47, 118;

cubilin, 46 ; caves, 68; cunabula, 65; domus, 150 ; sedss, 328 ; horres,
250,



