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INTRODUCTION

INCREASING attention is being given to the Sunday
school. This is due to the recognition that it has
become the most important agency in the religions
instruction of our youth, We do not refer to the
Sunday school apart from the Church, but to the
Church working through the Sunday school.

We are beginning to realize that in America both
the Church and the nation must depend largely upon
the Sunday school for the Christian instruction of
our boys and girls, as well as for the Bible study of
our adults. Earnest efforts ave being made to render
our Sunday schools more efficiant, so that better and
more sbundant results may be obtained from the
work donme in them. Consideration, however, has
thus far been given for the most part to the larger
schools in our towns and cities.

It is well for us, therefore, to have our attention
directed to the smaller rural schools, The majority
of our Sunday schools are of this character. In
many cases these schools are talang the place of
churches in seattered communities, A church could
not be supported, but a Sunday school ean be carried
on by the people themselves, and tnay hecome the
center of the religious life of the neighborhood.

The opportunities for Bible study and the develop-
ment of Christian character in these schools are in
many ways superior to those in the larper city
schools. Few of us realize how vital and far-reach-
ing is the influence emanating from these little
schools. Many of our Jeading pastors, prominent
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church workers, missionaries, and teachers received
their first spiritwal impressions in Sunday schools of
this nature.

Mr, Somerndike, in his book, “By-Products of
the Rural Sunday School,” has made a valuable
contribution to our knowledge and appreciation of
Sunday-school work in general, and particularly as
carried on in the little country school,

No one whe {s interested in work of this character
can fail to read this book with pleasure and a grow-
ing tecognition of the important results that are
being achieved. We hope that it may come into the
hands of many who are living in these rural com-
munities, that they may be encouraged to undertake
such work for their nejghborhoods,

We should be glad te have the attention of Chris-
tian men and women, living in towns from which
nearby rural communities can bhe reached, directed
to a method of work that vields such abundant, sat-
isfactory and enduring results,

We feel sure that, as this book is read by large-
hearted men and wamen interested in the religious
welfare of their own land, and seeking cpportun-
ities for profitable investinent of the means the Lord
has intrusted to them, they will feel more than ever
inclined liberally to support the Church in carrying
on this vitally important service that is accomplishing
so much directly and indirectly for the salvation of
souls, the building up of Christian character, and
the progress of Christ's kingdom,
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