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INTRODUCTION,

Tx the yeur 1436, a foot travelier, holding
a hoy by the hand, stupped at the gate of a
convent in Spain, to ask for some bread and
water for his wearied child: while he was
receiving it from a kind Friar, he gave him
a history of himself, and wid him for what
purpose he had come into that country. At
that time, the inhabitants of Eorope, Asia,
and Afvica, did not know that there was
any other land than those continents, and
some islands not very distant from them.

The most learned men. who were endea-
vouring to increase their knowledie of geo-
graphy, thought that the ocesn surrounded
those countries like a great belt, and Chris-
topier Lolumbus, the stranger who stood at
the convent gate, was perhaps the hrst per-
son who thought that belt miﬁht Le: crossed
to the land on the opposite side; which was
supposad to be the eastern part ol Asia. He
was born about the year 1436, and was the
son of a wool-comber, who lived in & city of
Italy, called Genoa, and who was too poor to
zive him much education; but Calumbys was
very attentive to Lhe instructions which Le re-
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ceived in the few years that e went to selioul,
When he was a child, he said he would like
to be a sailor, and he was very diligent in
Msing every opportunity to gain 2 knowledge
of geography and navigation.

At the age af fourteen, he went 1o sea. A
seafaring life was, at that time, a very dap-
rerons and toilsome one; and the years of his
boyhood were passed in hardships, which
were severs but useful lessons to teach him 1o
command his naturally hasty temper, and to
endure suffcrings without shrinking or com-
plaining. He reflected on what he ohaerved
in his voyawes, and on what he had learned
of geography, and felt convinced, that if a
veszel sailed from Eurcpe towards the west,
it might reach 4 land which was then un-
known; and that Jand, he thourht, it was
probable was aninhabited one. He had curly
learned from the Bible, that a timwe will come
when “* All the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our Grod,” and he felt the
religious hope, that he should he permitied
to carry the glad tidings to the unknown
land, which he began to speak of with as
much certainty as if he had seen it, e con-
sidered his almost infant desire to become a
sailor, as a proof that God was thus early

reparing him to be the discoverer of that
and; and this conhdence never left his mind,
but cheered him in his darkest howrs of dis-
appointment.
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He thought  deeply on the subject for
many years, and at lengthy resolved 1o un-
dertake & voyape of discovery, which the
more he thought of, the stronger became
his hope that it would bé successful. He
wias too poor to fit out even a small ves-
sel, and he could not persuade any person
to assist him, in what was considered a
wild and useless project. He formed the
bold resolve to po to Vortugal, and ask as-
sistance from the king, who at first seemed
willing to grant ity but alter raising his
hopes, disappointed them, amd Columbus
returned to his own country, aud made an
application there to the government for aid,
but his request was disrcgurled. Poor as to
exrthly teeasures, but vich in the possession
of the divine promise. ** Commat thy works
unto the Lord, and thy thouplits shall be
vseablished,” he persevered in his intention,
and was on his way 1o scck assistance from
Ferdinand and Isabella, the king and queen
of Spain, when he stopped at the convent
gate to ask for |-=Eﬂ'E5hmfr|E [or hiz child,
whom he was teking with him.

The kind man, to whom he related his
plan, became interested for his success, and
offered to keep his sop, Dicpo, and educate
him; and said he would give him = letter
o a friend, who he thought coold assist
him to pain the favour of the queen. Co-
Iwmbus left his son with bhim, and travelled
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to the city, where the king and gueen s
sided. They would not cven listén to his
proposal 1o discover a new country for them,
but he determined o remain there for some
time, and he supporied himsell by design-
ing maps.  He was very pleasing in his ape
pearance, and as he was master of his hast
lemper, his manners were aprecable. Inca
short time, he galned the good will of some
persons who interested themselves for him,
and introduced him to the Archbishep of
Spain, to relate to him the favourite sub-
ject of his thoughts. The Archbishop ob-
tained permission for him to appear before
the king and queen, and then the favourable
manner in which they listened to him, gave
him lively hopes that they would grant to
him the wssistance which be desired. Fhey
appainted persons 1o examine his plan for a
voyage of discovery, who kept him for a long
time uncertain as to what opinion they would
give, and then said that they disapproved
of it entirely.

Dise [:|Lirfu.=;l."::| bt net de '-.p:=||.1'||:|g'1 Colum-
nus resolved to leave bpaw, and :..u:]l: for
dassistance clsewhere, and was on his jour-
ney when he received o letter from a friend;
desiring him to return immediately.  That
friend had succeeded in gaining permission
to speak to the gqueens and he had interest- i
ed her so much by aneloguent aceount of
the views of Columbus, that she sald, *f I
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