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PREFACGCE

Tug mamn portion of this ook formed a
chapter in my " Mesays on Islam.” pnblished
m 1401 T ve made many addicions to it
and have added information more recent than
any 1 then possessed. I have poblishudd if m
Wus separbe Tore, an arder that atfention
miny be toore directly drawn to an important
movement o Afeica. Althoongl inersased in-
tercat is being taken in Alvican NMissions, |
doubt whether there 1 wel any wleguate
conception of rhe scriousness af the posibion,
or any trae vealizalion of Lhe extrome nvceney
for immediate action. T trost thiz simple
geconnt of a hittle-known wovement may be
a menns of developing still move interest in
the affatrs of nll Bocienes engaged in mission

work 1n Afriea,






THE
RELIGIOUE ORDERS

OF IsLADX.

Tae bwo most welive elements o 3ualivg bumds
in the oppesition to soeial, polificul, and relipious
rveforms and to She advanes of madern cvilizalion
are the “Ulamid, tha wenswho ey be said fo form
the Inwyers and the clevgy of Tslam, and the
varions Orders of Darvweshes, The ‘Ulnmi speak
in the name of the sierved Law, etereal, unehange-
ablo.  The Darweshes look upon Ishim as a vagd
theoerney, in which their spiritusl lewders o the
trua guides, 11 is conceivable that the ‘Ulamid
might be brought to see that, it some conceastons
would save a Muslim Blate [rom ruin or extine-
tion, b might be to their advaniape So make them.
The Darwesh freats with seorn any attempt at
comnpromise, nnd looks upon a huslim govern-
ment, which in the least departs [rom the laws
and practiees of The early Khalifate, as disloyal
to the great principle that Isldm is a theseracy.
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Its first rulovs were neither kings nor privees
they were preschers, Khalifas, or vize-regents of
the Prophet, In the opinion of the Darwoesh, as
it was titen g0 it shoull be now.  Muslims should
be governed by an Imdm, who is beth o ve-
ligious anil a politieal leader, whoee chief busi
ness 0118 to maintain the lows of ITslan intact, to
pecule justico according Lo theiy  slandard, Lo
guard the fronliers, and Lo rwise armies for the
dolanee of the Faith.  He should be so manifostly
oo valor that the words of the sacred Tradition
would be vealized, prncly, that “He whe dies
withoot rvecogoizing the aothocily of Lhe Tmdm
of the npe, is accovnted dead and Ix an infidel”
1t iz Lhe special [unetion of the groal Heligious
Orders to keen this prineipls active and to teach
the people its vast importance. The most veli-
gions of the Mushim people ses thal the civiliza-
tien of Furope, now finding its way izte Muslim
lands, 18 o very great dangore, and they seek o
meet nnd fo counteract i by w» large develop.
ment of the Religions Owders, Thronghout the
Iast these contrudernilies, like all whiel influ-
ances the reiigious life of Islim, are conservative
and hostile Lo moderr eivilizafion and Ewropean
influence. In Afviea and in parts of Asia this
has vesulted in o great pan-Istdmic movement,
atill actively going on, and having for its object
not merely “resistance to the advance of Clivs-
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tinmity ; bub also opposition to the progress of all
modern eivilization.”! Bines Lhe beginning of
the nineteentn cenftury, this same movement hag
grown with great rapidity., Under various pee-
texts, innumerable agonts of the Religious Orders
heve gone throughout the Musiim world. Thay
have adopled reny disguises.  Somebines Lthey
arg students, preachers, doclors; zomelimes arli-
suns, beggars, quacks; bul they are everywhere
receivid by the poople and protected 1y them
when they are suspecled by the ruling powers.
A French writer, one of the best living anthorities
on the subjec:, gays Lhat Lhe veform movement
in Islite during the nlucleonth century has lod
to a pgreat inerense in the Religions Cheders,  The
movemenl has nol depended on Lhe rrthedox ex-
pe::unf]:nr-s and  anthorizod I{I.':{!]:_}I.'!IE of the conon
law, but, on the contrary, has relied on the leadors
of the myslical socls, such wa the Bal, the Mahidi
and the preal Darwesh lenders. The nvogt aelive
elemeont in Isldm iz now W be found aumongst
these Darweshes, and from Lhem has peoceoded
an active propaganda, eapecially in Africa. This
aunthor suns up 8 ooy review of the whole posi-
tion by saying that “all this constitutes a grave
danger to the civilined world,™*

L Counl Castries, # If Islim,'" p. 85
2 Chatelisr, * Toldin au xix., Sidede,” p. 187,



