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‘This work has been issued to meet s demand. Its title indicates its charae-
ter. It is the result of much careful solection, and of the examinstion of eormn-
petent judges as 1o its adaptedness to the uses for which it Is intended.

In the Vestry-room meeting—now one of the essential religions belps with
inosk of the Christian sects) in the devotional services of ihe family ; and in all
seasons of socisl Christisn worship, this collection, we hope, may be found to
be an gid and inspiration.

The pompiler has sought to present in this livle volume, a8 great o varlety of
Hymny as the sige of the book would allow. Althoupgh meny of them sre
fully expressive of the distinetive theclogy of a Christian seot, it i believed
that ncarly if not sll of them can be sung in the spirit by il troe lovers of
Chrigt and Christipnity.

The tunes, it will be seer, are hoth old and new ; some of them being among
the fow enduring, if not *immortal,” ones, * that were not bom to dic.™

The compiler gratefolly acknowledges his indebied to the authors and
publishers who have so readily and kindly granted him the use of their tupss
and hymns for this work, 'While their generous * permissdion " has added rich-
ness to his book, it will be the mesns of extending #till more widely their
claims on the Christian public as contributors to its spiritus]l enjoyment and
improvement. : '

A few introductary exercises are added to the book, for wee in mettings con-
dunted by laymen, or in which a brief liturglenl service would be agreeable,
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OPENING EXERCISES

FOER A MEETING OF

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE, PRAYER AND PRAISE.

FIRST BERVICE.
HYMN.

SoererrnE LEssoN.

Bexve the Lord with gladness; come before his presenece with
singing.

Know ye that the Lord he is God; it is he that hath made us and
not we ourselves: We are his penple, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and inko his courts with
praize ; be thankful ontp him and blesa his name.

For the Lord is good ; hia merey is everlasting, and his truth en-
~ilmreth to afl gencrations,

How lovely are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts. =
. Blesged are they that dwell in thy house; they will be still prais-
ing thee,

. For a day in thy courts is better than m thousand, I had yather
be u door-keeper in the house of my God, then to dwell in the tents
of wickedness.

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord will give graee
and glory ; no good thing will he withhold from them that walk up-

}‘.
O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee,

RespoNaEs.
Minister.—How excellent is thy loving kindness, O God !
Congregation.—Therefore the children of men put their trust un-
der the shadow of thy wings.



4 OQPENING EXERCISES.

M —They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy
house, -
{.—And thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.
M —For with thee 18 the fountain of Life;
C.—In thy light shall we see light.
M —The pevple which sat in darkness saw great light.
{'—And to them which sat in the region and shadow of denth
light is sprung up.
.H—Fwﬂud,whummndﬂdthghghthummﬂdmkm
{’—Hath shined in our hearts ;
M.—To give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
C.—In the face of Jesus Christ.
M —Jesua said, I am the light of the world. Hethntﬁﬂ]uweﬂi
me shall not walk in darkness;
{.—But shall have the light of life.

FRAYER.

Farrer who art in heaven! Every day would we seek thee;
morning &nd eveniog would we remember thee, and bless and praise
thy name. At all times and seasons, 2s duty and opportunity cafl,
would we unitedly ask of thee mew supplics of that grace made
Enown to us in Jesus Christ thy Son.

W asscmble now that we may thus seek thee. Tuming from the
pursuits and cures of the wotld without, we come to reakize thy near-
ness to us, and to have communion with thee in the greater world
within, Qur hearts, O Lord, seek thee; our souls ask thy presence,
thy light, thy trauth, thy peace. Assist our epirits, and ﬂxml.'r

thonghts on thee!

Forgive our sins; gquicken our perceptions of truth and duty;
deepen our hatred of sin and our love of holiness.

We praise thee for the gilt of thy Bon Jesus Christ, and for that
Guoapel of thy loving-kindness revealed through him. We praise thee
for thiz opportunity of meeting in his pame. Shed abroad in our
hearts his love. Verify to us the truth of thy Word, that where
any of thy children are gathered together in thy name, thou wilt be
with them, and that where thy Holy Bpirit is, there is [iberty.




OFEFING EXERCIEES. ]

Bless with us all thy churches, and promote the interests of thy
heavenly kingdom everywhere throughout our land and world,. We
ask it in the name of Jesus Christ, thy Bon, our Redeemer. Amen.

{ Continuation of Service. )

BECOND SBSERVICE.

HYMN.
Bemiprure LEsson.

I sestrcr you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasvnable service.

And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good snd
acteptable and perfect will of God.

Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which it good.

Be kindly affectioned one to ancther with brotherly love, in honor
preferring one another.

* Not elothful in business; fervent in apirit; scrving the Leord;
rejoieing in hope ; patient in tribulation ; continuing instant in pray-
er ; distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.

Bless them which persecute you ; bless and curse not.

Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.
Be of the game mind one towsrd ancther.

Mind met high things, but condeseend to men of low estate, Be
not wise in your own eonceits. Recompense to no man evil for evil.
Provide things honest in the sight of all men,

Be not overcome of eyil, but overcome evil with good.

Rrsronars.
Mintster.—It is o good thing to give thanks unto the Lord.
Congregation.—To show forth his loving kindness in the morning,
anl his faithfulness every night,



] OFENING EXERCIAES.

M —The Lord is merciful and gracious.
(! —Long suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.
M. —Eeeping merey for thousande,
' —Forgiving iniquity, transgression and ain,
M.—Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven.
{'—And in whose spirit there is no guile.
M —The Lord ia gracious and full of compassion ;
{'—S8low to anger and of great merey.
M.—The Lord is good to all.
{!.—And his tender mercies are over all his works.
* M. — God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
{'—That whosoever believeth in him shoald not perish, but have
eternal life. ' )

PEAYER.

0 reov in whom we live, Creator, Father and Savienr of men!
‘We wonld come to thee with praise; we would offer unto thoe onr
‘prayers ; We would perform uato thee our vows,

We thunk thee that we can meet to worship thee, to read thy
word, to inquire after truth, to implore of thee light and strength that
we may know and do thy will.

For all that faithfol belivers in thee have wrought to give u these
blessingm, we praise thee. May we not make their labots vain by
misimprovement, by worldly thoughts, by indifference to owr spiritual
interests, by forgetfulocss of thee, BSaered to our heurts be thy holy
Word which declares 10 us thy love in Jesus Clrist thy Som, that
makes the path of duty plain, that opens to us the realms of immor-
tality. )

Holy Father, help us to fecl that now we should commenee eternal
life with thée; that now we may have pure hearts and heavenly
minds. Graot us thy blessing in this hour. May we find thee near
us, and in thy light may we see that light which our souls most need.
Give us full hearts out of which to speak freely of thy grace, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen,

( Continuation of Service.)




OFPENING EXERCIVES. 7

THIRD SERVICE.
HYMN.

ScrrrTrvRE LEssoN.

Ir any man sin, we have an wndvocate with the Father, Jesua
Christ, the righteous ;

And he is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but
also for the sing of the whole world.

And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his command.
menks,

e that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is
& liar, and the truth B not in him.

He that saith he abideth in him, ought himself to welk evon as he
walked.

Ha that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in dark-
neegs, even untl now.

He that loveth his bLrother, abideth in the light, and there iz no
oecasion of stembling in him,

¥or this iy the message from the beginning, that we should love
one another, ;

We know that we bave pussed from death unto life, because we
love the brethren.

Let us not love in word, netther in toogue, but in deed and in
truth. :
Beloved, if Cod so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

Resroxsgs.

Minister.—Creat is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,

Comgregation.—In the city of our God, in the mountain of his
holinces.

M —How great are his signs, and how mighty are his wonders!

(. —His kingdom iz an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is
from generation to generation.

M. —0O Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto thoe,

O.—Or to thy faithfulness round about thee,



