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AUTHOR'S PREFACE

In sending forth this little book, dealing with a subject
on which the lterature already existing 153 30 very ex-
tensive, the anthor finds it impossiole to make formal
acknowledgzment of all the writers 1o whom, \n greater
or less degree, he has been 1ndebted. He feels bound,
however, to break through that silence to the extent
of expressing bis oblgalion, so far as the discussion
of the Fourth Gospel s concerned, to Professor 10 10
Scott, with whose critical conclusions, zet forth in his
book * The Fourth Gosoel,” he has found bimself in
lurge agreement, He would add a word of regret that,
owing to lmitations of space, be has been compelled
to omt from his treatment of the Fourth Gospel a
final section dealing with the permanent value of its
message,
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CHAPTER 1
THE FOURTH GOSPEL

A.—ITS NATURE AND PURFPOSE

Uron the threshold of any inquiry concerning the teach-
ing of the Fourth Cospel there stand two problems, one
relating to its authorbip and the other fo itz historicity.
The identification of the author 1z one of the outstand-
ing difficulties of criticisiy,  The tradiional view, that it
was written in extreme oil age by John, the son of
Zebedee, has many great names, including Godet and
Bernhard Weiss on the Continent and Lightfoot and
Sanday mm England, ranged on 1ts side, and there is
much to be urged in its favour, Lis opponents, however,
are impressive in both pumber and authonty, Some of
these, e, Schmiedel, Wernle, and Martineau, absolutely
reject the traditional theory, whilst others, hke Wendt
and Weizsicker, occupy a mediating position, and are
of opinion that the Gospel is in part made up of material
furnished by John, just as the First Gospel 1s believed

to have derived some of its contents from the Logia-
E]



