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PREFACE

H E author of the following poem

had the greateft part of his time

taken up in bufinefi; but was accu-
ftomed at his leifure hours to amufe
himfelf with ftriking out fmall fketches
of wit or humour for the entertainment
of his friends, fometimes in verfe, at
other times in profe. The greateft part
of thefe alluded to incidents known
only within the circle of his acquain-
tance. The fubje@ of the following
poem will be more generally under-
ftood. It was at firft a very fhort copy
of verfes; but at the defire of the per-
{on, to whom it is addrefled, the author
enlarged it to its prefent flate.  As it
was writ without any defign of its paf-
A 2 fing



e

(iv)

'ﬁng beyond the hands  of his acquain-

tance, {0 the author’s unexpeéted death
{oon after, difappointed many of his moft
intimate friends in. their defign of pre-
vailing on him to review and prepare it
for the fight of the public, It therer
fore now appears under all the difad-

‘vantages, that can attend a pofthumous

work, But it is prefumed, every im-
perfetion of this kind is abundantly
overbalanced by the peculiar and un-
horrowed caft of thought and expreflion,

_ which manifefts itfelf throughout, and

fecures tg this performance the firft and
principal charader neceffary to recom-
mend a work of genius, that of bejng
an original,
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SPLEEN.

 H I8 motly picoe to you I fend,
‘Who always were a faithful friend ;
Who, if difputes thould happen hence,
Can beft explain the atthor’s fenfe ;
And, anxious for the publick weal, . -
Do, what I fing, fo often feel,

Taze want of methiod pray excufe,
Allowing for a vapour'd Mufe;
e A3 Nos,



{2)
Nor, toa narrow path confin'd, ,
Hedge in by rules a roving mind. 10

T u E child is genuine ; you can trace
Throughout, the fire's tranfmitted face.
* Nothing is ftol'n: my Mufe, tho’ mean, -
Draws from the fpring, fhe finds within ;
Nor vainly huys, what Gijldon fells, i3
Poetic buckets for dry wells, :

Scroor-uELrs I want to climb on high,
Where all the antient trmi'urcs lie, -
And there unfeen commit a theft
On wealth in Greek exchequers lefn .29
Then whcrci‘ from whom? what can I feal}
Who only wuh the moderns deal;” i
This were attempting to put on |
Rayment from naked bodies won

They Gfely fing before a th::f, 25
They cannot give, whe want ﬁlll:f 5 ;
_— " Some
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(3) -
Some few excepted, names well known,
And juftly laurel’d with renown,
‘Whofe ftamp of genius marks their ware,
- And theft dete@s : of theft beware ; 16
From Mooare f latht, example fit, '
Bhun petty larceny in wit.

FirsT Ilmclw,' my friend, ¥ do mot mean -
To write a treatife on the fpleen ;
Nor to i:;rcfr:ribe, when nerves convulfe; 3¢
Nor mend th’ alarum <twatch, your pulfe:
I I am right; your quettion lay,
What courfe I take to drive away
The day-mare fpleen, by whofs falfe peas
Men prove mere fuicides in eafe 46
And how I do myfelf demean -8
In flormy world to hive ferepe:

W en by it's magick lanthorn fpleen

With frightful figures fpread life's foene,
A 4 And
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And threatning prcffseﬁta urg'd my fears,
A ftranger to the luck of heirs;
Reafon, fome quiet to reftore,
Shew'd part was fubftance, - thadow more;

45

With fpleen’s dead weight tho’ heavy grown,

In life’s rough tide I funk not down,
But fwam, till fortune threw a rope,
Buoyant on bladders fill'd with hope.

I Arwavs choofe the pliineft food
Tomend vifcidity of blood,
" Hail! water-gruel, healing power,
Of eafy accefs to the poor;
Thy help love’s confeflors implore,
And doftors fecretly adore:
To thee I fly, by thee dilute,
Thro’ veins my blood doth quicker fhoot,
And by {wift current throws off clean
Prolific particles of fpleen.
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