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PREFACE.

AN HOSE who are beft acquainted
with the rich flores of German
hymnology will feel the leaft fur-
prife ut the appearance of a fecond

feries of 'Llranflations from the fame fource.
Many exccllent and claflical compofitions were
necellarily excluded tfrom the plan of the former
volume, which it was felt would flill be no lels
acceptable than thele already tranflated, to
Englith Chriftians. In this feries therefore
hymns are admitted of a more perfonal and in-
dividual charadéter than in the former, hymns
adapted o particular circumftances or periods
of life, and to peculiar ftates of fecling. At
the fame time many will be found of fufficiently
comprehenfive import to be fuited for congre-
gational finging, and will be recognized by thofe
familiar with the fervices of the German
Kiided .
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Church as conftantly ufed there in public wor-
thip, efpecially thofe on pages 145, 146, 170,
and 68. The frit of thele ndeed holds in Ger-
many, with its fine old tune, much the fame
place as the Old Hundredcth with us. The
fecond 15 remarkable as being, as fr as we
know, the only hymn of its author, a man of
conlideration and wealth n Frankfort. It was
publifhed without his name, and as it immedi-
ately became popular it was afcribed at firlt to
Hugo Grotiusy and other celebrated authors,
The third is one of the well-known hymns of
Joachim Neander, the moft important hymn-
writer of the German Reformed Church, whefe
productions are marked by great depth and
tendernels of feeling.

Meft of the hymns under the laft two
divifions of this feries are popular in Proteftant
Germany in the trueft fenfe of the word, to
be found in the well-worn hymn-books of
every cottage home, or heard as the village
funeral palles on to the * court of peace.” It
will be obferved that one of the hymns for
the burial of the dead bears the name of Michael
Weifs, and that fome athers are defignated as
belonging to the Bohemian Brethren,  Thefe
are productions of that ancient Church which
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exifted in Bohemia from the firft introdudtion
of Chriftiznity into that country by two Greek
monks of the cighth century.  In the eleventh
century it formed itlelf into a feparate commu-
nity, diftinguithed from the Roman Church in
Bohemia, among other things, bythe celebration
of public worthip accerding to the native ritual
and in the wulgar tongue, After {uffering
bitter perfecutions under various Popes, in one
of which John Huls was burnt in 1415, in
1453 its remaining members, including men of
all clafles, withdrew toa diftrict afigned tothem
on the borders of Silefia and Moravia, where
we find them, fifty years later, numbering about
two hundred congregations, under the name of
Brethren or United Brethren.  But here too
fierce perfecutions followed them; theircountry-
men were incited from the pulpits to hunt them
down like wild beafts ; and in 1508, defpairing
of peace at home, they [ent out four meflengers
to fearch whether anywhere a Chriftian people
might be found, feryving Chrilt truly, into whofe
communion they might afk admiffion. One of
thefe brethren went to Ruflia, cne to Greece,
one to Bulparia,and one to Paleltine and Egypt 4
but they all returned unfuccefful, no fuch
Chriftian people had they found., Two more
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were then fent to the Waldenfes in France and
Italy, but they too brought back nothing but
admonitions to patience and {teadfaftnels, The
Brethren therefore remained in their own
- country, and occupied themielves in printing
the Bible, no fewer than three edicions having
been publithed in Bohemian before the Reform-
ation. The dawn of that great event filled them
with joy, and in 1522 they fent two meflengers
to Luther to preet him and afk his advice, one
of whom was Michael Weils, In 1531 Michael
Weils publifhed the hymns of the Bohemian
Brethren tranflated into (German, wich the ad-
dition of feveral of his own. They palfed
through many editions, and {fome of them were
introduced into Luther’s hymn-book.  They
have great warmth of feeling, and direCtnefs of
expreflion, often with intricate metres, and are
marked by frequent pathetic reference to the
troubles of this Chuteh, and by a ftrong fenfe of
the living union of Chriftians with each other
and their Head. ‘The fublequent fettlement of
the fmall remnant of this Church on Count
Zinzendorf's eftates in Saxony, and its rapid
growth and {pread into other countries are wel
known. That the (pirt of Chriftian poetry
ftill lives amony them in modern times is proved
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by the names of Zinzendorf, Chriftian Gregor,
L. von Hayn, Spangenberg, and Albertini.®

As the objelt of this work is chiefly devo-
tional, the hymns are arranged according to their
fubjects, not in chronological order, and have
been feleéted for their warmth of feeling and
depth of Chriftian experience, rather than as
fpecimens of aparticular mafterarfchool. Seill it
isbelieved that thefetwo feries afford on the whole
fair examples of moit of the principal writers,
not of courle without omiflions, {ince only about
two hundred and twenty hymns are given from
a literature containing feveral thoufands, Of
Luther none are given in this feries, (unlefs
that hymn known as © Queen Maria of Hun-
gary’s fong™ were written by him for chat
princefs,) for thofe produétions of his which no
collection of German hymns could omit, had
been already inferted in the previous volume,
and there fecmed the lels neceflicy for introduc-
ing any of minor importanee, as all his hymns
are acceflible to the Enplifh reader in the excel-
lent tranflation of Mr. hMuifie.t

¥ See Bunfen's larger Gelangbuch, and Sketch of the
Hiftory of the Church of the United Brethren by James
Montgamery,

+ Spiritual Sengs of Lucher, tranflated by R. Maiiic,
Efy.



