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INTRODUCTION TO THE HOME READING
BOOK SERIER BY THE EDITOR.

Tae new edneation takes two important direc-
tions—one of these is toward original obeervation,
requiring the pupil to test and verify what is ha.ug]at
him at school by his own experiments. The infor-
mation that he Jearns from books or hears from his
teacher's lips must be aesimilatad by mmrpornhng it
with hiz own experience.

The other direction pointed oub by the new edu-
eation is systematic home reading. It forme & part of
school extecsion of all kinds. The ro-called “ Univer-
gity Extension ” that originated at Cambridge and Ox-
ford hae ee its chief featnre the 5id of home reading by
lectures and round-table diecussions, led or conducted
by experts who alsc lay ot the course of reading.
The Chautauguan movement in this country preseribes
& series of excellent hooks and furnishes for a goodly
number of its readers anmmal courses of lectnres. The
teachere’ reading cireles that exist in many Statea pre-
scribe the books to be read, and publish some analysia,
eommentary, or catechiszm to aid the members,

Home reading, it seems, furnishea the eseential
basie of this great movement to extend education
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vi ' HDITOR'S INTRODTCTION.

beyond the school and to make self-culture a habit
of life.

Looking more carefully at the difference between
the two directions of the new eduneation we can see
what each accomplishes. There is first an effort to
train the original powers of the individual and make
him self-active, quick at observation, and free in his
thinking, Next, the new education endeavors, by the
reading of books and the stody of the wisdom of the
race, to make the child or youth & participator in the
results of experience of all mankmd.

These two movements msy be made sntagonistic
by poor teaching. The book knowledge, containing as
it does the preciong lasson of hnman experience, may
be so tanght ae to bring witk it only dead rules of
eonduet, only dead porape of informstion, sand no
gtimulant to original thinking, Its contents may be
memorized withont being nnderstood. On the other
hand, the self-activity of the child may be stimulsted
at the expense of his socis] well-being—his originality
may be cultivited at the expense of his rationality.
If he is taught persistently to have hie own way, to
trust only his own senses, to cling to his own opiniona
heedless of the experience of his fellows, he is pre-

paring for an unsuecessful, misanthropie career, and
ia hkelj enough to end his hfa in & madhouee.

Tt is sdmitted thet & too exclusive study of the
knowledge found in books, the knowledge which is
aggregated from the experience and thoaght of other
people, may remlt in loading the mind of the pupil
with material which he car not use to advantage.
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EDITOR'S TNTEODUOTION. vii |

Some minds are so full of lumber that there is no
space left to set up a workshop. The necessity of
uniting both of these directiona of intellectual aetivity
in the echools is therefore obvious, but we must not,
in this place, fall into the arror of supposing that it is
the oral instruetion in school and the personal infla-
ence of the teacher alone that excites the pupil to ac-
tivity. Book instruction iz not alwaye dry and theo-
retical. The very persons who declaim apaingt the
book, and praise in ench etrong terms the self-activity
of the pupil and original research, are mostly persons
who have received their practicsl impulse from read-
ing the writings of edneational reformers. Very few
pereons have received an impulse from personal con-
tact with inspiring teachers compared with the num-
ber that have received an impulse from such books se
Herhert Spencer’s Treatise on Edueation, Roussenu’s
BEmile, Pestalozzi’s Lconard and Gertrude, Francis
W. Parker’'s Talks about Teaching, 4. Stanley
Hall’s Pedagogical Beminary. Think in this connec-
tion, too, of the impulee to observation in natural eei-
ence produced by such books as those of Hugh Miller,
Faraday, Tyndall, Huxley, Agaseiz, and Darwin,

The new scientific hook is different from the old.
The old style book of science gave dend results where
the new une gives not only the remlts, but a minute
aceount of the method employed in reaching those re-
gnlts. An insight into the method employed in dis-
covery trains the reeder into & naturalist, an historian,
& sociologist. The books of the writers above named
have done more to stimulate original research on the
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part of their readers than all other influences com-
bined.

It is therefore much more a matter of importance
to get the right kind of hook than to get  living
teacher. The book which teaches results, and at the
game time gives in an intelligible manner the steps of
discovery and the methode employed, iz a bodk
which will stimunlate the student to repeat the ex-
periments 'described and get beyond these into fields
of original resesrch himself. Every one remem-
bers the published lectures of Faraday on ehemistry,
which exercised a wide influsnee in ¢hanging the style
of books on natural - scienece, .ceusing them to deal
with method more than results, and thus to train
the reader’s power of conducting oripinal research.
Robinson Crusoe for neurly two hundred years has
stimulated adventure and prompied young men to
resoTt to the border lands of eivilization. A library
. of home reading shonld contain booke that stimulate
" to self-getivity and arouss the spirit of inguiry, The
books should treat of methods of discovery and evo-
loticn. All nature is unified by the discovery of
the law of evolution. Each and every being in the
world is now explained by the procese of development
to which it belongs. Every fact now throws light on
all the others by illustrating the process of growth in
which each has its end and aim.

The Home Reading Books are to be clussed as
follows :

Firet Division. Natural history, including popular
scientific treatises on plants and animals, and also de-
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