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PREFACE

TrE story of this volume is soon told. In July,
1845, Professor Max Milller contributed to the
Deutache Rundsehauw an cssay on the lost treatise
against Christinnity by the philosopher Celsus,
known to us through the reply of Origen of Alex-
andria. This essay, entitled © The ¢ True History '1
of Celsus,” contained an exposition of the doctrine of
the Logos and its place in Clristian teaching, with
reference also to its applications in our modern
thought. Among the comments upon it which in
due time found their way to Oxford, was a vigorous,
if familiar, lettor (dated February, 1806) from a
German emigrant to the [United States, residing in
Pennsylvania, who signed himself by the unusual
name of the Pferdebitrla, or “ Horseherd.”? THis
criticisms served as a fair sample of others; and his
letter was published with a reply from Professor

! The Greek torm ' logea ' was rendered Feschickie in the Ger-
man title.

2 The word Prerdebiirla iz apparvently a Silesian eqguivalent for
Pferdebursche, and ia represented In this volome by the term
* horsehord,'t after the analogy of cowherd, swinesherd, or shep-
herd.,  The termination fdirde (@ probably o loeal cormuption of the
dimimutive hitrechel or bil rsehlfein.
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vi PREFACE

Max Miiller in the Rundschaw of November, 1896,
More letters poured in upon the unwearied scholar
who had thus set uside preciovs time out of his last
years to answer his unknown eorrespondent. One
of these, from * Ignotus Agnosticns,” supplied a text
for further comment, and the whole grew into a
little popular apologia, which was published at Berlin
in 1899, and entitled Das Pferdebiirla, or “ Questions
of the Day answered by Friedrich Max Miller.™
The veleran teacher thus enforeed onece more his
ideas of the relation of languvage and thought, in
which ho had long since rocognised the clue Lo man's
knowledge of the relalion of his spirit to God.  This
inner union he found realised in Christ, according
Lo the testimony of the Fourth Gospel;?! and the
lucid treatment of this great conception, freed [rom
the technicalities of theology, will possibly prove to
some readers the most helpful porfion of this book.
Ranging over many lopics, ence the themes of vehe-
ment controversy, the digenssion has often an inti-
mate, familiar, personal air. The disputants on
opposite sides had drawn nearer: they could better
understand each other’s points of view.? These pages,
therefore, reveal the inmost bheliefs of one who had

1 & YWhat difference does it make," he would ask, ** whether it
was written by the son of Zebedes, or some other Joho, if only
it raveals to us the Son of God ?* (letter from the Viear of Si.
Giles's, Oxford, Life and Letters, 11, Chap. xxzvi.).

t Beq the letters between Max Milller and Dr, G. J. Romanas,
Life and Letters, 11, Chap. =xxi.
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devoted more than fifty years to the study of the
history of religious thought on the widest scale, and
had himself passed through severe struggles and
deep griefs with unshaken calm. No reader of Max
Miiller's writings, or of the Life and Letters, can fail
to recognise in these trusts the secret unity of all
hig labours. The record of human experience con-
tained in the great sacred literatures of the world,
and verified afresh in manifold forms [rom age to
age, provided a basis for faith which no philosophy
or science conld disturb.

This is the key to the reasonings and appeals of
this little book. It was translated as a labour of
love by Mr. Fechter, Mayor of North Yakima, in the
United States. The translation hias been revised on
this side of the Atlantie, and is now offered to the
public in the belief that this final testimony of a
“voica thal is still™ to the reality of “things un-
geen” will be welcome to many inquining and per-
haps troubled minds,

J. ESTLIN CARPESNTER.

Oxrorn, April 2, 1903,
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