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MNOTE.

It is not as seeking to issue this book under
the m=giz of Meredith’s approval that his letter
appears here. Such approval as it contains re-
fers not to the present work but to an essay
published some years ago on the same subject
Meredith’s letter is given because it reveals his
opiniong not on my work but on his own. It
may fail to convinge certain folks that *The
Shaving of Shagpat™ iz an Allegory—but it can-
nat fail to convinee them that Meredith at least
intended it 1o be =a,
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INTRODUCTION

HY make a riddle of truth, as if
W truth were not riddle enough in

itself? When poser of this sort
is put to the defender of allegory, let
him know himself in hearing of the
triumphant neighings of horse-sense,
and maintain respectiul silence. Before
a fribunal amenable to finer pleadings
it may avail him to claim for allegory
that it is seli-help translated into z lit-
erary cxpedient—that between other
books and it the diffierence is as be-
tween giving a man a dinner of venison
and showing him the deer-tracks in
the forest, inviting him to capture his
dinner. For while allegory is provo-
cative and regulative of ideas, it cannot
be said to gift them. It is mercly an
empty mould, stimulating and guiding
in us an outflow of thought to its up-
filling. To read allegory is thus to read
oneself. It is a magnet to draw out
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