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BARTLETT'S SKETCHES.

MISSIONS AMONG THE NORTH AMERICAN
INDIANS,

It has been often said, ¥ou ean not tame an Indian.
The statement hetm:rs a sipgular igeoravce of facts,
No more docile pugans have heen found than some of
the North American tribes. Beldom have earlier fruits
been reaped than io the ¥odian misgions; seldom have
brighter promises of a glorions harvest been blasted by
adverse events and wicked interferences. -

It has been 8o from the first. Within a year of the
Jandiog at Plymouth, Elder Cusbman informed hia friends
in Eogloud of the * traotable disposition™ of the Tndiap
youth. As early as 1643, John Elict hed been throngh
% yaristies of intercomrss with them, day and night, som-
wer and wioter, by laod add by ses,” and hed had
% many solemn discourses with all sorta of nationa of
them, from one end of the conniry to another,”

FProbebly by this time coramenced thé long-contioned
nod sucesssful labors of Bourne and Topper st Marshpee.
And in 1646 began, in good earnest,the preaching of
Mayhew on Martha's ¥ineyard, and of Eliot around
Newtou.

Eliot's work has become historical. The index and
monument of his achievements and his prospects is found
in thet famous Indian Bible —the first, and long the
only, Bible printed in America. It bas scarcely ome
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2 EEETCHES OF THE MISSIONS,

living reader now ; yet thirty-five hundred copies of it
once issped from the Cambridge press. Eiot had, in
1674, & cirenit of fourteen villages, sod eleven hundred
prayiog Indians, Next year cama the terrible blight of
 Philip's War,” and cot down hia eongregatious to foar.
They never recoversd from the shock. In fact, only
their Christian connections pavad the whole of them from
extinetion at the time, Tha suspicions, jealousies, irri-
tations, and revenges theu wroused never ceased. Then
hegan the long catalogue of organized Indian miseries.
The General Conrt collected the rempant, and removed
them to the islands in the bay, where they suffered ** in-
cradible hardships ;” snd the five hundred removed had,
in 1698, shrovk to iwo hondred and five Jodians in all
what was then Meszachugeus proper. Removal! The
old, old story, ever mew,; the futal rock of all their
prospects,

In the next century, varicus efforts were eqoally hope-
fol, end equally frustrated. The relics of the Mohegans,
at Stockbridge, were gathered Ly John Sergeant into a
thriving town, with twenty houses, built in English atyle,
aud & church of forty communicants, The Revolution-
ary War made, in varicus wodes, sad hevoe among
them ; and after the war, they removed, firet to Central
New York, then to Tndians, then to Green Bay, then to
Lake Winnebago, A relic of them remained in New
York, and were trensferced, in 16827, with the relica of
other tribes, 1o the care of the American Board. But in
ell their removals, averagioy ove for every twenty or
twenty-five years, the iribe mever lost ite civilization,
An early and most hopefnl mission of the Moravians to
ibe Indians of New York was thrice Lroken wp by fire
sod eword, and three or four timea broken down by
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removals. David Brainerd's mission in New Jersew,
and the opening efforts of Eleazer Wheelock™s Indian
school and college, with its various Indian misgionaries,
seem to bava been almost fatally interrupted by the
stroggles, abaorptions, and complications of the Revoln-
tioonary War.

A generation passed away, Within three yearz and &
half of the time when Hall and his associntes sailed for
India, the American Board was sdopting measores
(1815) for carrying the gospel to the Tondians. One
hundred theosand of them were then sopposed to reside
east of the Mississippi, of whom sbout seventy thousand
were comprised in the fonr southern tribes — Crecks,
Chickesaws, Choctaws, and Cherokees. The Prodential
Committee, whose previons porpases had *f from time to
time been frustrated,” oow brought the meiter in esrnest
hefora the Board end the Christian public. They ap-
pealed to the success with which Rev. Gideon Black-
barn, of the Presbyterian Charch, had already labored
smong the Cherokees, in five yerra enabling four or five
buondred youth to read the Epglish Hible, and receiving
several individuals as % hopeful and exemplary Chris-
tians,” Before another snnnal moeeting, the fivst Indian
missionary of the American Board, Cyrus Kinpsbury,
fresh from Andover Semipary, had visited the Chero-
kees. He paesed thromgh Washington, on the way,
where' & Cherokee chief expressed his deep interest in
the effort. He said that his nation hed long wished for
schools, and had aven *thought of deveting a part of
their annuity to the object.” President Madieon also
ordered the Secretary of War to sey that the Apent for
Indian Affeire would erect a house for the school, and
one for the teacher, to be followed by others, as occasion:
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might require, and success might justify. The agent
would also be instrueted to make the munificent provision
of “ two plows, six hoes, and as muny axes, for the pur-
pose of introducing the art of cultivation among the pu-
pils,” aud when female popils should be received, and a
female teacher engaged, “° & loom, half & dozen spinning-
whesels, and as many pair of ocards” All these, how-
ever, * will remain public property, to be cmployed for
the benedit of the pation ™ — a netion of many thoussod
souls. The government wonld gladly have done more,
bot its means were © limited."

Mr, Eingsbury went on his wsy rejoicing, In Octo-
ber he bad & graud talk with the aseembied chiefs of tha
Cherckees and the Crecks, at the close of which a
principel chief took him by the hand, and eententiously
informed himn: © 'We bave listened to what you have
eaid, and have understood it. We mre glad to see yom.
We wizh to have the schools eatablished, and hope they
will be of great bepefit to the nation.” Another chief
was appointed to assiet in selectinz a site, and they fized
upon Chickamanga, ten miles from the place forty-seven
Fears later womde famovs by the repulee of the Union
srmy, on the banks of the creelt which some rubel
tormed the River of Deatly, and seven iniles, also, from
tha brow of tbhat Lookouwt Mouatain, where, in * the bat-
tle of the clouds,” the Confederscy received a stunoing
blow, The missionarica called it Brainerd. A neigh-
boring height still bears the uame of ** Mission Ridge.”

Mr. Kingsbury, followed &t ones by Messrs. Hull and
Williams, with their wives, and soon sfter by others,
immediately began the enterprise. It was a cowpound
of mission, boardingr-achool, and agricultural college.
The beginning, as well as the continuance of it, entailed




AMOKG THE NORTH AMERICAN TNDLAKS. 5

immense care and labor npon the missionaries. The
government contractor, like many of his soceessors,
failed to build the houses agreed upon, and the mission-
aries soon found themselves engaped in making twenty
thousand bricks, burning lime, digging cellars and a well,
besides the by-play of bringing their meal forty miles,
and planting “ twenty or thirty acres of corn, some cot-
ton, flax, aud potatoes,” to say nothing of a echool of
twenty-six young Cherokees, a Sonday school of thirty
blocks, and preachiog on the Babbath. In eightesn
months the Treasurer of the Board visited the mission,
and was delighted. He found the Todian boys alike
willing to work, dosile 1o learn, sad orderly wnd gentls
in their behavior. They could plant an acre of corn be-
fore breakfast ; fifteen of them could read in the Eible,
and eleven in sasy lessons; and eighteen could write.
Their deportment at prayers, at table, at sthool, would
have been ereditable to white children. Five natives
were already in the little chureh, followed the samme year
by two others. Tha relivious experienoces of some of
these Indian converts were most atriking snd refreshing.
Oue day (May 27, 1681%) President Monree, accompaoied
by Gonaral Gaines, suddenly made his appearance, un-
announeed till he stood at the door. He expressed him-
gelf 80 well pleased with ail he saw, that, on the spot, he
ordered & mueh better building for the girls’ achool, at
the publie expenss,

No wonder the friends of missiona took courage.
Christian farmers aod mechanics offered their aid,
Menpwhile the committee delermined to push on to the
Chicknsaws and Choctaws, whe ardsndy degired them to
do so. Accordingly, in 1618, Mr, Kiogsbury seletted a
gite gmong the Choctaws, on the Yazoo, four hundred
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miles south-west of Brainerd, sod called it Eliot. He
found infemperance already there to an wlarming extent,
and the vicious whites who introduced and fostered it.
Here agnin the first work wea chiefly of secular arrange-
ment. A deuse forest covered the ground, although the
works of the ancient mound-builders, here and there,
indicated a former populution in the wilderness. Amid
the sickoess of acclimativn, aod isoumerable difficolties
and hardships, in eight monihs they had crected some
ten log building for various uses, the lumber all hewad
and sawed by hend; oleared and inelosed thirty-five
acres of land ; set out fruit treca; bosides’ catting roads,
boilding small bridges, and sven muking tools snd furni-
ture. Ho esger wers the Chootawa for instroction that
eight children were brooght a hondred aod sixty miles
before the missvionsvies were ready, wod the #chool was
prematurely opened in April (1519), under this con-
straint. When opened, more acholara applied than could
be received.  The Chootaw Lking promised two hundred
dellary antually frown the vuiion's aooolty; aod st &
couneil, in Awgust, s subscriptisn was made of seven
hondred dollara, sighty-five ¢owe and calves, and five
handred dollurs 3 year fromn the ageoeity. Iuo one year
frow that date, the pation, soting in thres several dis-
tricts, voted to devote to the echoola their entire supuity
of six thousand dollars from the sale of lunds to the
United States. Tha official letters of the oaticn, ao-
nouncing this fact, express the earnest hope of * taking
their place nmong the colizshieped pations of the land ;™
they overflow with graiitude to their °F good, white broth-
ers,” and they add that * more than oue thousand chil-
dren in our nation gre waiting and looling up to our
white brothers for imstruction.”




AMONG THE NORTH ANERICAN INDIANE. 7

Amoug the Choctaws, the missionaries, however, were
doomed to incessant apmoyances and hindraness, chisfly
from the slandercus reports and vila influences of rene-
gade whites, who bad fled from the resiraints of civilized
life, and were the sworn eoemies of the missionaries.
For these, and perheps other reasonz, among the Choe-
taws, conversions lingered, Buot with the Cheroloes,
everything moved ateadily forward., It 3s believed that
froan the first there was no year without cogversions.
“ Wicked Jack " becomes & new man, and choozes the
siznificant name of John Crawlish., Siz membors of one
family connection (the Sauders family), men aud wormen
Erown, are received into the church at cne time, dedi-
cating their honseholda, too ; and “thara is not a dry eye
in the honee.” OQld Johy Sanders says *he can zit all
night to hear the word of Ged;™ Alexander, though
tempted, **would not toach a drop of whizky for five
hondred dollars;™ awud the brothers all became lay-
missiouaries &t ooce. Catherine Brown, efter ' emis
nently adorning the doctrine of fGod " for six years, dies
in blessed peace. David Sanders™ licle pirl, fatally
buroed, passes away lo prayer. Jobo Arch, the inter-
prejer, who had come a hondred and fifty miles to
school, offering his gon for elothing, g *“wild and for-
bidding ® i appearance that the missionariea shrank
from receiviog him fill he almost forced himsell io — he,
too, atter five years of Christien life, leaves * evilence
of lovae to God and man much boeyond what is common
in the best organized Christiau ¢omwunities,” The
chief, Riging Sun, comes to secure & school and & pious
blacksmith for his home, and is determined to ** cbey the
Bible.” The missionury Botrick, in & tour of two thou-
sand xiiles, addresses & bupdred and fifty meetings,



