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PREFACE

THIS volume completes a survey which was originally
meant to form an Appendix to my Study of Metre, and
of which a small introductory portion has been already
printed, as mentioned in the first paragraph of my text.
As there explained, however, the present volume is
practically independent and self-contained, since within
its period comes all that constitutes our real criticism of
prosody.

While regretting the delay which has unavoidably
intervened between outset and completion, I am glad
that this enables me to mention in my Postscript several
recent works of importance.

It has been my endeavour not merely to enumerate
and summarize treatises, but to trace the gradual
development of sounder views about verse-structure,
Writings which influenced this development are there-
fore considered somewhat more fully than others. No
such report on the progress of metrical science has
appeared, that I know of, in any modern European
language ; the necessary materials, indeed, have scarcely
been brought together.

I am much indebted to several correspondents who,
accepting an invitation now renewed on behalf of a
volume which must need their good offices still more,
favoured me with notice of errors or omissions in my

previous pamphlet. Some particular obligations are
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