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INTRODUCTION

N attempting to sketeh the life of Lueian we
are wholly dependent, or very nearly so, on
what he tells us hinsell,  In some eases the

autobiographical evidence 1s clear and uneon-
cealed, but in other eases 1t must be sought in
the speeches or dialogues of certain elhiaracters in
several of his works.  Even then we are uncertain
what allowance we must make for rhetorieal
decoration and sativieal humonr,  Certain main
facts, however, stand out in elear relief and form
a framework which can be [illed i very largely
at the scholarly diseretion of veaders of lis entire
works.

For instance. we know lrom morve than one
sowree that Lueian was born at Samosata on the
Euphrates, now the Kuedish village of Samsat
lying between Aleppo and Diarbekr, somewhere
about A.p. 123,

Thus he was a Syrian by birth, although Samo-
sata had become a Greek city at an early date,
being the capital of Kummukh, called Comma-
gene by the Greeks. Tt did not beeome a Roman
provinee till a.n. 72 when it reecived the addi-
tional name of Flavia.

It is necessary to hear these facts in mind when
we come to consider Lucian as a sativist. He

7



5 LUCIAN OF SAMOSATA

wis an Oviental, born and bred in a Greek eity.
He stood on the bridge that joined cast to west,
over which not only armies bad marehed, bat
I which had come the influx of tales and legends
from Persia and India. Lucian heard some of
them, and in later days we lind them, or rather
motifs Irom them, introduced into works like the
Peve Historic.

He possessed in oan astonishing degree the
Ortental power of extravagant deseription and
houndless Imagination, and an appreeiation of
this fnet s the key to all his sativical writings.

But it was a [ong time before Lucian turned to
satirical dialogue, by which his name has hved.
In his Semniwm, known also as Fifa Lueciani
owing to the fact that it is usually accepled as
genuine autoblography, he tells us that as his
fither was by no means wealthy, he was anxious
for his son to decide upon a profession that
would prove lucrative, rather than that he should
follow a life of culture which conld only he en-
joved by the rieh.

A surveptitiovs use ol the wax seraped (rom
his scliool tablets for the purposes of maodelling,
added to the fact that his unele was a sculptor,
soon decided the eraft Wis pavents considered
Pacin most titted tor,

A broken plague, an unecle’s wrath, and the
sttt of o stick put an abrupt end to the
apprenticeship, Then came the dveam, or per-
haps rather the ullegory by which he tells us
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of the struggle he had with himsell’ hefore {inally
adopting rhetorie as his prolession.  Two women
strove to possess Imeian, each pleading her cause
in as persuasive 2 manner as possible.  The first
woman was Statuary, who, althougl coarse of
dress and of slovenly appearance, promised him
health and strength without the worry of having
to leave home and travel abroad in scarch of a
hvelihood.  The other woman was Learning,? who
offered him knowledge and understanding, appre-
ciation of the beautiful, good appearance, and
the great gilt of clogquence. Lucien’s mind was
soon made up in favour of Learning, whereupon
he was caried through the air in a chariot whence
he saw the blessings the earth derives from
culture.

IHow his parents reccived the news ol Lis
decision we are not told, but it would hardly
be guessing to infer that they were sadly dis-
appointed, and after uscless expostulation let
him go his own way.

Owing to his poverty Lucian wonld have heen
unable Lo attach himsell to any of the sophists
who taught at Smyrne and Ephesus, bat in all
probability would at the first instunce have
soaked limsell in the works of the ancient
orators amd lhistorians,  This would epable him

1T prefer this translation of mwibea, to such renderings
as ** Literature,” * Culture,” or ** Eloguence,”  The term
is obviously intended to be general, The partieular braneh
of musdein he first assaved was that of the phree



1) LUCIAN OF SAMOSATA
to prepare specehes for elients, which work
formed one of the branches of the wt of the
rhetorieian.  While still a vouth he wandered
about lonia learming the rudiments of the pro-
fession he had chosen, perfecting his knowledge
of Greek and gradually overcoming the disadvan-
tages of his Syrian dialeet and provineial manner,
Whether he actually spoke v the courts or con-
tented himsell” with writing speeches we do not
know, hut it scems likely that he teied his hand
ab evervthing m order to master his art as far
as possible and make money,  Ths efforts were
attended with success.  Ile soon wished Lo widen
his sphere of activity, so be repaired to Greece,
and later to ltalv, where his sneeess continued.
As he tells us in Nigrinus, he visited RRome to
see an oculist, but the outpouving of the philo-
suphical genus of Nigrinus made lom realise it
wis rather spirifual biindness he was saffering
Iront.  Lmeian’s apparent dislike of Latin and the
ugly picture painted of Roman life by Nigrinus
made him on the one hand take np the study of
philesopliy, and on the other hand leave Rome,
This sudden interest in phitosophy, as may be
expected, was bul shorl-lhved, It was not long
hefore our aulhor returned to vhetorie, a much
more paving proposition, amd we soon find him
i Gaul where he appears to have settled for
sotne vears, and 1o have aecumulated quite o
considerable amonunt of money,

This brings us roughly to an. 1603 and very
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shortly after this Lueian must have returned Lo
Svria, for he wrote a panegyvrie on the mistress of
Lucims Verns, whom he saw at Antioeh during
her visit in 16G2-63,

He now deeided to travel with his father to
Athens, m ovder to enjoy the chaem, clegance
and culture of the capital abiout which he leul
heard so much.  Accordingly aboul 4.p. 163 he
started on lis jonrney, but on the way oceurred
an event which might casily have ended his life.

He passed throngh Alonoteichos in Paphla-
gonia, cclebrated at the time for the * cures 7 of
the famons impostor Alexander.  Lucian immedi-
ately saw through his trickery. and tried to expose
him.  An interview followed in wlich Lucian,
mstead of kissing his hand according to enstom,
hit it as hard as hLe could.  Alexander, though
suffering great pain, nursed ns resentment, bul
secretly laid plans for revenge.  Iladly  Lad
Lucian got on board when lLe vobtieed obvious
distress on Lhe purt of the eaptam.  Own heing
pressed Lor an explanation he ullimalely admilied
that Alexander had hired Lhin Lo Lhrow him over-
board during the vovuge.

As Lucian had not vet turmed his attention 1o
dialogue, we may be especially grateful Lhat hLis
life was saved on Lhis oveusion.

And so, with his arvival in Athens. we come to
the great turning-point i his carcer,

According to Lueian’s own stalement, it was
not until he was forty wvears old that Le lelt



