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PUBLISHERS NOTE.

THr edition of Heind's Book of Songs &5 an
entirely mew one im whick appears the Best work
af twe gf the mor! accemplisked tronslstors of
Heiné's fascinating poetry, Sir Theodore Martin,
X.C. B, and Edgar 4, Bewring, C. 8. Foemx
almost egund ire mumber Rave beew ehosen from thy
tramslations By each of these ; but wherever Both
Aave translofed the rame poem, the betfer yendepe






HEINRICH HEINE,

HewricH {or Henry) Heine was born in the
, at Dusgseldorf, on the 12th of
December, 1799 ; but, sinpularly enough, the ex-
act date of his birth was, unti] recently, unknown
}uﬂ{:b;ﬁmpbuﬂ,wh},nnthem ity of a zay-
is own, assigmed it to ist ANTArY,
;?:ju,wﬁnhhhmﬂndmd:him "l.buimtm.ln
of the century,” In ,hnwwer,inanptdﬁi:
inquiry addressed to him by a friend on this sab-
ject a few before hia + be stated that he
was reall on the day frst mentiooed, eod
that the of 1800 usually glven by his biog-
wasd the result of an emor voluotacly
corhmitted by his family in bizs favos at the time
of the invasion, In order to exempt him
from the service of the King of Prossia
By birth he was a [ew, hoth of his parents hay-
ing been of that persossion. He was the eldest
of four children, and his two brothers are {or were
recently) still alive, the one being a Erfmm ian in
Russia, and the uﬂ:ulnuﬁcergn Austrian
service. The famous Solomon Heine, the banlkosr
of Hamburg, whose wealth was only equalled
by his philanthropy, was his uncle. His father,



vi HEINRICH HEINE.

however, was far from being In opulent circum-
stances. 'When quite a child, be took delight in
reading Don Cixcte, and vsed 1o cry with anger
at secing how 1l the beroism of ﬂntrahmthl.%ﬂ
was requited.  He says somewhere, spesking of
tm’]'lﬁ'ldﬂ:]"ﬁ-. “apple tarts were then m}'pasn:m
Mow it is lowe, truth, freedom, and cab-soup.”™
He received his carliest education at the Fran-
ciscan convent in bis native town, and while there
had the misfortune to be the innocent cause of the
death by drowning of a sehooliellow, an incident
r:mﬂudmmnfﬂnpumsmhﬂ.“ﬂm
He mmnuns'ﬂmi::l produced wpon him
of a i

food for infmlte rony, ™ scem to have been devels
oplng themselves. A visit of the Em: Napo-
leon to Pusseldorf when be was s afected
him in a singular manner, and had probably much
to do with the formation of those lmperialist ten-
dﬂtﬁ!ﬁhhmﬂunmbemimdhhinh:r
: and writings., He was next placed in the
Jmmﬂﬂmﬂdmf and in 1816 was sent to
mmﬂbunglnmnﬁa:lfar
he was removed to
the University aiBuu.n wh:gthadbn:nimndnd
inﬂn:ofrm :lr,,ﬂm‘lﬂlmhuh&d the sdvan-
dying uoder Augustus Schiegel. He
seems, however, to bave remained there oanly six
ml:mhﬂ,aud o have then goneto the University
of Gittingen, where, as he tells us, he wad mmsti-
cated soon after matriculation. He pext took



