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PREFACE

T'u1s the seeond volume, reprinted from The Turdile Mercury,
brings the subject of cotton spinning down to the end of
what iz generally tevmed the prepering processes. It
inelndes all the machinery and mevipulstions between the
card and the self-actor or rviagframe. As the operations
ineluded in this section lhave a most mportant influence
upon the future character of the yorn, it bas heen eon-
sidered neceszary to go a littls more deeply into the subject
than is usnally thonght ncecsasry.  Altention has not only
bean confined to the principles wnderlying the actual pro.
cesses themaelvos, whieh is of itself a most interesting and
important fealure, but in couformity with the objecta that
prompted the writing of the first volume, an effort has been
made to give to the mechanical details sn interpretation
which some of them have hitherto not possessed.

It was with this purpose in view that the writer remarked
in the preface to the first volume that the hook wonld not
be one of “ mere deseription.”  The remark woz meant to



vi COTTON SPINNING

be applied to the whole subject of eotton spinning ; in this
volume a reasonable clsim may be made that 1t 18 justified,
and the third volums, dealing with the spinning processes,
will still further prove the writer's objects and method.
The fact that at present the education of the average
reader is not anfiiciently thorough to enable him to under-
stand folly some aspects of the gnestion diseussed is no
reason why an atterapt at completeness should not be made.
Such s state canoot last very long. The systems now
being sdopted in our technical schools will raise the general
level of intelligenee, and, morcover, o foeling will grow that
we “must” 90 inevease i we are to maintain the practical
superiority over owr eompetitera which wo at present claim.

W 8 T

Roweos, 1887,
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