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TO MY FATHER,

who, in his long life, has seldom been
conscious of a man's rough exterior,
or unconscious of his obscurest virtue.
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PREFACE

Cowboys are the sternest critics of those
who would represent the West. No hypoc-
risy, no bluff, no pose can evade them.

Yet cowboys have made Badger Clark's
songs their own. So readily have they cir-
culated that often the man who sings the
song could not tell you where it started.
Many of the poems have become folk songs
of the West, we may say of America, for they
speak of freedom and the open.

Generous has been the praise given Sun
and Saddle Leather, but perhaps no criticism
has summed up the work so satisfactorily as
the comment of the old cow man who said,
“You can break me if there's a dead poem
in the book, I read the hull of it. Who in
H— is this kid Clark, anyway? [ don't
know how he knowed, but he knows.”

That is what proves Badger Clark the real
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Preface

poet. He knows. Beyond his wonderful
presentation of the West is the quality of
universal appeal that makes his work real
art. He has tied the West to the universe.

The old cow man is not the only one who
has wondered who Badger Clark was.
Charles Wharton Stork speaking of Sun and
Saddle Leather, said, "It has splendid flavor
and fine artistic handling as well. 1 should
like to know more of the author, whether he
was a cow puncher or merely got inside his
psychology by imagination.”

Badger Clark was brought up in the
West.  As a boy he lived in Deadwood,
South Dakota. The town at that time was
trying to live down the reputation for ex-
uberant indecorum which she had acquired
during the gold rush; but her five churches
operating two hours a week could make little
headway against the competition of two
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