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CHARTER.

-

At a General Assembly of the State of Conmectiont, held 2%
Hariford, in said State, on the first Wednesday of May, in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fiity-
seven,

An Act relative to the Charter of the Oity of New Haven,

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Represeniatives,
tn General Assembly comvened:

8ec. 1 All the ishabitants, being electors of this State,
dwelling in New Haven, within the following limits, t0 Wit : fimseof cuy.
beginning at the north-east corner of Tomlinson’s bridge, so
called, in said New Haven; thence northerly along the cast
shore of Quinnipiac River at high water mark, to the eastern
termination of a line drawn westerly from said shore, par-
allel with said bridge and five hundred feat north of said
bridge ; thencée westerly along said patallel lins to the mid-
dle of Mill River; thence northerly along tha middle of Mill
. River, to the line which divides tha town of New Haven
from the town of Hamden ; thence westerly aleng said line
between the towns of Naw Haven and Hamdeam, to L.ong Lane,
or Dixwell streat ; thence southerly through the centrse of
said Thizwell street, to a point in a diract lina from the Neck
Bridge to a bridge across West River, commonly called
Thompson’s Bridge ; thence westerly by said line to the
north-gast corner of said bridge ; thence down the said West
River, on the east bank thereof, to the mouth of said river;
and from thenee a siraight line to the extreme point of land
commonly called Five-Mile Point, on the east side of New
Haven Harbor, ar high-water mark on said point ; thence
northward on the shore, on the line of the high-water mark,
up to the first mentioned point at the north-east corner of
Tomlinson's bridge,—are hereby ordained, constituted, and
declared to be, from to- time, and forever hereafier, one
body politic and corporate, in fact and in name, by the name
of * The Mayor, Aldermen, Common Couneil, and Freemen oomore name,
of the City of New Haven.” And by that name they and
their successors shall and may have perpetusl succession, and
shall be a person in law, capable of suing and being sued,
pleading and being impleaded, in all suits of what nature
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4 CHARTER.

soever, and also of purchasing, holding and conveying any
estate, real or personal ; and may have a common seal, and
may change and alter the same at pleasure.
Quatlfcaton of  BEc, 2. Every elector of this State, who shall have sta-
e tedly and continuously resided six months in said city, shall
be a freeman of said city, and shall have a right to vote in
Il meetings of said city, so long as he shall continue after-
wards to reside in said eity ; but no other person shall be
eutitled 1o vote in any meeting of said city. If any person
shall, in any meeting of said city, or of any ward of said city,
give in more than one vote at a ballot, for any person for the
same office ; or if apy person shall, npon the submission of
Pesstty for vor, MY question to vote in any snch meeting, vote more than
ing Deguiy.  once upon the same submission of the same guestion ; or if
aoy person not entitled to vote shall voie at any such mect-
iDng,l such person shall be punished by a fine of One Hundred
oliars.

CITY MEETINGS;, ELECTIONS, ETQ,.

Sec. 3. An anpual meeting of said city shall be held in
P gaid city on the Monday next preceding tha first Tuesday of
BE . - . . &
wbebald.  June, in each year.® Special meetings of said city may be
gpectal mee. 1€ and held from time to time, in such manner as the by-
fnge. laws of said city shall prescribe.  The Mayor of said city, or
in his absence, the semior Alderman present, shall at any
meeting of said city be, ez gfficio, Moderator thereof. I the
Mayor and Aldermen be all absent, the meeting shall choose
a Moderator. Any meeting of said city may be adjogrned
from time to time by the vote of the {reemen present, and
all questions in any such meeting shall be decided by a ma-
Jority of the freemen present and voting,

Sec. 4 At each annual mecting of said city, there shall be
Dffcersta be o chosen from among the said freemen, by ballot, a Mayor, a
Clerk, six Aldermen, twenty-four Commmon Councilmen, two
Sheriffs, a Treasurer, an Aunditer of city accounts, and a Col- -

lactor of Taxes, in the manner hereinafier provided.
Bee. 5. Baid city is hereby divided into six Wards as follows,
Bomdaries of o wit: 80 much of said city s is included within the follow-
ing boundaries, to wit : bounded by a line commeneing at the
city limits oo Whitney Avenue, and passing through the cen-
ter of Whitney Avenuoe to Temple street, thence throngh the
center of Temple street to Chapel street, thence through the
center of Chapel street to West Chapel streat, thenee through
the center of West Chapel street 1o its termination, thence

Modarutoe of

Ward Nao, 1.

* Changed to firet Monday in April, See Act of 1561, Bea. 9.




CRAETER.

continuing in the same line from the termination of West
Chapel street to the city limits, and thence following the city
limits northerly and easterly to the place of beginning, shall
be and remain Ward number oxE.

8o mueh of said city as is included within the following Werd¥a. 5
boundaries, to wit : bounded by 2 line commencing at the
city limits on Davenport Avenue, at West Bridge, and passe
ing throngh the center of Davenport Avenue to Moroceo
street, thence through the center of Morocco street to Broad
strevt, thence through the center of Broad street to George
street, thence through the center of George street to Temple
street, thence through the center of Temple street to Chapel
street, thence through the center nf Chapel street to West

. Chapel street, thence through the center of West Chapel
street to its termination, thence continuing in & straight line
to the city limits, and thence following the ¢ity limits in a
southerly direction to the place of beginning, shall be and
remain Ward nomber Two.

So much of said eity as is included within the following Ward Xo.3.
bonndaries, to wit: bounded by a line commencing at the
eity limits on Davenport Avenne, at West Bridge, and pass-
ing through the center of Davenport Avenos to Moroeco
street, thence thrangh the center of Morocco street to Broad
street, thenee throngh the center of Broad street to George
street, thence through the center of George street to Fair
street, thence through tha eanter of Fair street to Union
straet, thence through tha center of Union street sootherty
to its termination, thence in a straight line to the end of the
wharf owned by the New York and New Haven Railroad
Company, (or the New Haven and Northampton Company,)
thence in the same straizght line to the city limits, and thence
following the city Limits in a southerly, westerly, and north-
westerly direction to the place of the heginaing, shall be and
remain Ward number rures.

So much of said city as is included within the following wera¥a
boundaries, to wit : bennded by a line beginning in the cen-
tor of Temple street at its intersection with George sireet,
and passing through the center of Temple street to Elm
atreet, thenee through the center of Elm street to Grand
street, thence through the center of Grand street to Franklin
street, thence through the center of Franklin street southerly
to its termination, thence continuing in the swme straight line
to its intersection with the boundary line of the Third Ward,
thence following said boondary line of the Third Ward in a
north-westerly direction to the place of the begmmng. ghalt
be and remain Ward number roun.
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8o much of said city as ig included in the following boun-
daries, to wit: bounded by a line commencing at the city
limite on the Middletown Turnpilte, or State street, at Neck
Bridge, and passing through the center of said Middletown
Toarnpike, or State sireet, 1o Franklin street, thence through
the center of Franklin streer southarly to its termination,
thenee contipuing in the same straight live to its intersection
with the bonpdary line of the Third Ward, thence {ollowing
gaid boundary line southerly and easterly to the city limits,
thenea following the city limits northerly to the place of
begiming, shall be and remain Ward number Five.

8o much of said city as is included within the following
houndaries, to wit: bounded by & line commencing at the
city limits on Whilney Avenue, and passing through the cen-
ter of Whithey Avenune to Templa street, thence throngh the
center of Temple atreet 1o Elm street, thence through the
center of Elm street to Grand sireet, theoce through the cen-
ter of Grand steeet to Franklin street, thence through the
center of Franklin steect to the Middletown Turnpike, or
Btate street, thenee through the ecenter of said Middletown
Turnpike, or State street, to the city Limits, thence following
the city limits noctherly and westerly to the place of begin-
ning, shall be and remain Ward ntimber six.

Sec. 6.% At each annual and sther meeting for the elec-
tion of city officers in zaid city, the frecmen shall vote for
officers in the scveral wards wherein they shall have statedly
resided for the two woeks next preceding such meeting, and
not elsewhere ; residence being for this purpose where the
voter shall have statedly lodged : previded, that in no case
shall any freeman give his ballot o any ward whereto he

:may have temporarily removed for the purpose of voting

Pemalty for vot-
Ing idegaliy.

Modarator to
Teep racord of
Toters, &a,

therein: and provided further, that if any freeman shall not
have resided in sny one ward continucusly for the twe
weeks next preceding such meeting, he shall be entitled to
wote for Mayor, Clerk, Sheriffs, Treasurer, Auditor, and Col-
lector, only in the ward wherein he shall reside st the time
of voting. And if any person shall vote in any ward where
he iz not entitled to vote, or shall vote in any ward for any
officer for whom he iz not antitled to vote in that ward, he
shall be punished by a fine of One Hundred Dollars.

The Moderator, or presiding efficer, in each of the wards
into which the said city of New Haven s divided, shall,
at each city meeting, when the yvoting is by Lallet, keep, or
cause to be kept, a true record of the names of each and

*Hoa Htatules of 1860 and 1B4L
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every person casting a vote at any such meeting, and of the
street in which he resides, and the number or loeation of
his residence in such street ; and it shall be the duty of every
person offering to vote at any such meeting, to inform the
presiding officer in the ward where he offers to vote, of hig Yot to fasish
true name, the street in which he resides, and the number or
location of his residence ; and in case any person so offering
his vote as aforesaid shall refuse to furnish to such presiding ressy s
officer, full and satisfactory information of his name, the street
in which he resides, and the nomber or location of his
residence, said presiding officer shall not allnw guch person
to cast his vote at such meeting.

And the said record shall be lodged and preserved in the feed®bo
office of the City Clerk.®

Sxc. 7. At the annual election of city officers in said ik
city, there shall be elected one Alderman and {four Common ko,
Councilmen, in cach of ssid wards, by the voters of each of
said wards respactively and exclusively. But voies for all
the other eity officers, specified in Soc. 4, may be received
from all the freemen of said eity given in their respective
wards ; aad the nemes of all peraons voted for may be on e
one pieze of paper, written or printed. Andincase ﬂﬁ-mo:-w
cancy in any office, which is to be filled as aforesnid by the
exclusive votes of any ward, shall cecur before the end of
the year, the sama may be filled by.an election to such ve- ang,
cancy, by a plurality vote, for the residne of the official year,
by the voters of that ward only, at a special election, which
the Mayor is hersby autherized to call, in any such contin-
gency, for that purpose.

Sec. B. The several places of voting in the several Fliess ﬁﬁ{:’
wards, shall be desiguated by the Court of Common Coun- sd pu
cil of said city, and shall be published by direction of tha
said Court of (Jommon Couneil, at least six days hefore the
day of election, in one or more newapapers in said city, and
shall be also specified in the warnings of the city rmeetings.
The Court of Common Council shall, from their own pumber
residing in wards Nos. 2, 3, 4, &6 and 6, appoint a presiding
officer, and a substitute, {1r.| case of failure to attend .} atthatobe Ry
election in each of said wards. The Meyor, or either Al-
derman, as moderator of the city meeting, shall be the pre-
siding officer at the election in Ward No. 1. 'The members
of the Court of Commaon Council, and such persons as the
presiding officer may designate, residing in each ward, and
present in the meeting for the choice of officers, shall assist

Vnzaocles to be

* Altared to Town Clerk by Blatute of 1800,



a CHARTEER.

the presiding officer in the business of the mesting, in receiv-
ing, entering, counting and dispesing of the votes therein re-
Vaters to ba oo ©2lved.  The presiding officer in each ward shall order the
wellad, names of the freemen, as they vote, to be enrolied.
8zc. 9. There shall he, at every such election, at the
BadlstBox.  place of voting in each ward, a ballot-box ; said box shall
ba a closed hox, with an apertere in the lid, of convenient
gize, through which the baliots may be put; each ballot shall
be laid by the votor on the lid of szid box, and shall he put
into the box by the presiding officer of the ward in which
e, 2P XF the ballot is given, or by one of his assistants. The poll for
- the reception of votes on the day of election, shall be open
from seven o'clock in the forenoon till five o'clock in the
afternoon. And immediately after the poll is closed, the
CortiSontas 10 e VOtEs shall be counted, and a certificate of the true result in
Eivem, each ward shall be fortbwith transmitted, under hand and
seal of the presiding officer in each ward, together with the
votes received and list of persons voting, to the presiding offi-
cer in Ward No. 1, at the City Hall ; which certificate shall be
Flarelity vole @ received as evidence of the result io esch ward. The persons
having the greatest nnmber of vetastor the several offices, shall
be declared duly elected, a8 well those for whom all the free-
men of the city may voie as those voted for by the several
Tia vata, wards, And in case of an equality of votes, so that any par-
ticular officer be not chosen, the presiding oflicer in Ward No,
1, shall, in prescuce of those assembled, forthwith designate
by lot which of those having such squal vete is chosen.
8re. 10, Baid presiding officer shall, on the day of elee-
11;31;1! w bs de tion, declare the result as soon as it is ascertamed in regard
to all officers to be chosen at the annnal eity election.  After
the closing of the poll for the officers to be chosen, the city
Bt oy Ineeting at the City Hall in Ward No, I, where all the freemen
msatiog. of the eity may be present and participate, shall be and re-
main in seszion until the bellots are connted, and the result
ascertained and declared as aforcsaid, but shall not transact
any other business; and when the result shall have been so
declared, the presiding officor shall adjourn =aid meeting to
the pext day* at nine o’clock in the forenoon, to be held at
the same place ; and at such adjonrned mesting the freemen
presant may proceed to transact any business l&wfu]l‘_l,r before
Gf spocial meet. the said annnal meeting. [rom a special election in any
b Searmimea ny 008 ward, the resolt shall be certified to the next meeting
lot of the Common Couneil, which shall designate by lot on
any equal vote,
‘Tenura of oiics, S0, 11 The annual nfﬁcers of eeid city, cliosen at its

"He Act of 146, Bec, W




