THE PROVINCE GALLEY OF
MASSACHUSETTS BAY, 1694-
1716: A CHAPTER OF EARLY
AMERICAN NAVAL HISTORY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649313808

The Province galley of Massachusetts Bay, 1694-1716: a chapter of early American Naval
History by Harriet Silvester Tapley

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HARRIET SILVESTER TAPLEY

THE PROVINCE GALLEY OF
MASSACHUSETTS BAY, 1694-
1716: A CHAPTER OF EARLY
AMERICAN NAVAL HISTORY

ﬁTrieste






“AINIYT) PURAIN GOS0 (U UMD . R o] PEIREOIE N AR 3, PR Y IS el e
' HIONVHNOD "HOYHLNOS NYIHdAD NIWLAYD “ASTIWE 30MIADHD FHL S, TIYNIDIHO 3Hl WO d3WdYm S| uu._..z_nm_ FAHL NI 735534 IHL
WNDWLYIGIE LY AMYN ONY MY T4 LHOA 50 MY Id AMILNED Wil 31097 ¥ 40 NOILDES

wly
F



The Province Galley of

Massachusetts Bay
1694 - 1716

A Chapter of Early American Naval History

FERGE . i S
HARRIET SILVESTER TAPLEY

Salem, Massachusetis
1922

%)



73,0
T3

[Raprinied from the Hirtorical Collectioms of the Essex Imsiitnie,
Folume LVIIT)

[Cust of Man with Cross-Staf wsed by courtesy of Socicly for the Preservation
of NMew England Antiguities.]




Yo' le-9°9

.

L

S R B

S






RQ%t‘ﬁ St
T.sseX
q- a5 - a5

2317

THE PROVINCE GALLEY OF MASSACHUSETTS
BAY, 1694—1716.

By Hargpier SiLvEsTER TAPLEY.

In the latter part of the seventeenth century the New
England fishing industry along the coast from Boston to
Nova Scotia was constantly menaced by the French and
Indians. So flagrant did their acts of violence and de-
struction hecome that the General Couart ordered, Decem-
ber 11, 16908-4, “there iy need of building and fitting of
a amall vesss]l mounted with ten guns and a suitable num-
ber of oars, to cruise on this coast for the better securing
of trade and navigation,” and promptly appropriated £500
for the purpose.

Thus did the Province Galley come into existence;
and for over twenty years this government vessel, to-
gether with amother of the same name which sue-
ceeded her, helped to protect the fishermen of Essex
county. Not only did she secure safety to navige-
tipn, but she acted as convoy in many naval actions, trans-
ported Governmors from one part of the Province to
another, carried atores and ammunition to Nova Scotia,
transported troops, brought home exchanged prisopers,
captured French privateers and hunted pirates. The
French government once at least offered generoms prize
money for her eapture. In her later years misfortune
seemed to pursue her, for she was struck by lightning,
and lost six met from the overturning of her pinnace.
Then, passing into private ownership, she fouled a fishing
veesel in Marblehead harbor, for which suit was brought
ageingl her owners, and at last she was wrecked and went
to pieces off Block Island. During a portion of that time
she was commanded Ly a Salem shipmaater, Captain Wil-
liam Pickering, whose acta of dauntless courage on the
sea won him distinguished honors, and throughout her
career she waa 8o closely in touch with Essex county that
the story of her accomplishments should be included in
the maritime history of this locality.

The two frigatea of the English pavy, the Sorling,
Captain Eams, and the Newpert Fallsy, Captain Paxton, &
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detailed for conatant duty in New England, were not
adapted to pursue small eraft in shoal water and this ex-
plaina the project of fitting out an armed vessel of light
draft. The matter was discussed by the Governor and
Couneil as early as Mareh 7, 1602-8, in relation to the
protection of vessels coasting in Vineyard Sound, and by
June 1, 1694, the Gallsy had been built at a cost of
£1022. 4s. 6d. Bills of eredit were issued for payment,
and in 1697 & special tax was levied for the protection of
the Provinge, which included the maintenance of the
Galley, the fire ships, and the Castle and other fortifica-
tions. The apportionment smong Essex county towns
was a8 follows: Salem, £200; Ipswich, £215; New-
hary, £150 ; Salisbury, £34 ; Amesbury, £12 ; Haverhill,
£386; Andover, £53; Bradford, £18; Topsfield, £36 ;
Marblahead, £80; Lyon, £84; Wenham, £40 ; Baverly,
£60; Gloucester, £8%; Manchester, £9 ; Rowley, £54 ;
Boxiord, £30.

Captain Thomas Dobbins, previonsly commander of the
ship Nonesuch, was the first commander. e was at this
time about forty-four years of age, and iz sid to have
been & favorite of Governor Phipps, who was responsible
for his appointment. In 1694, instructions, dated Boston,
August B, were given Captain John Alden to embark on
the Province Glalley, Captain Thomsas Dobbins, com-
mander, and proceed to Pemaquid to see if amy In-
dians had been talked with in regard to peace and re-
prisals, and also to go to Penobucot to see if any Indians
were concernad in the murders there.® Captain Dobbing
was sncceeded later in the same year by Captain Samuel
Mould, probably of Charlestown.

Reports of seventeen French vessels being fitted out at
Petit Gofive in 1693 for the purpose of infercepting Eng-
lish vessels bound for the West Indies was the signal for
renewed activities among the colonists. Lientenant-Grov-
ernor Stoughton, in a letter dated February 11, 1694-5, to
the government of Connecticut, asking them to provide
twenty able seamen for the Prowince Galley until the end
of the summer of 1694, wrote, “This Province is so
dreyned of men by the calamities of the war, sickness,

*Maine Higtorical Collections, vol. 28, p. 0,



