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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue miscellaneous character of the following
tracts 15 accounted for by their having been
written at different periods. Bome of them were
published, with the aothor’s permission, about
two years ago, by a society established in Gla-
morganshire for the improvement of the laboring
classes. It will be obvions to the reader, that it
1# for that rank of life that thas litle work is
principally intended.
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Ix the time of the Fairies, things went on no
better than they do at present.  John Hepkins,
a poor laborer, who had a large family of chil-
dren to support Upon very scanty wages, ap-
plied 10 a Fairy for assistance.  * Here am 1
half starving,” said he, ** while my landlerd rides
about in a fine carriage ; his children are pam-
pered with the most dainty fare, and even his
servants are bedizened with gaudy lveries: in
a word;, rich men by their extravagance, de-
prive us poor men of bread.  In order 1o gratify
them with luxuries, we are debarred alnost the
necessaries of life.” —“"T'is a pitiable case,
honest friend,” replied the Fairy, “and Tam
ready to do all in my power to assist you and
your distressed friends.  Shall I, by a siroke
of my wand, destroy all the handsome equipages,
fine clothes and dainty dishes, which offend
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you?” —“Since you are so very ohbliging,”
said honest John, in the joy of his heart, *it
would perhaps be better to destroy all luxuries
whatever: for, il you confine yoursell to those
you mention, the neh would soon have recourse
to others ; and it will searcely cost you more
than an additional stroke of your wand to do the
business outright, and get rid of the evil root and
branch.”

No sooner said than done. The good-natur-
ed Fairy waved her all-powerful wand, and, won-
derful to behold! the superb mansion of the
landlord shruok beneath 1ts stroke, and was re-
duced to an humble thatched cottage. The
gay colors and delicate textures of the apparel
of itz inhabitants faded and thickened, and were
transformed into the most ordinary clothing ;
the green-house plants sprouted out cabbages,
and the pinery produced potatoes. A similar
change took place in the stables and coach-
house ; the elogant landau was seen varying in
form, and enlarging in dimensions, till it became
a wagon; while the smart gip shunk and
thickened inte a plough. The manes of the
horses grew coarse and shaggy, their coats lost
all brillianey and softness, and their legs became
thick and clumsy : in a word, they were adapt-
ed ta the new vehicles they were henceforward
to draw.
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Honest John was profuse in his thanks, but
the Fairy stopped him short. * Return to me
at the end of the week,” said she; “it will be
time enough for you to express your gratitude
when you can judge how much reason you have
to be obliged to me.”

Delighted with his success, and eager (o com-
municate the happy tdings to his wife and fam-
ily, John returned home. * I shall no longer,”
said he to himself, * be disgusted with the con-
trast of the rich and the poor: what they lose
must be our gain, and we shall see whether
things will not now go on in a different manner.”
His wife however did not receive him with equal
satizfaction ; for, on having gone to dress hersell
(it being Sunday) in her best cotton gown, she
beheld it changed 10 a homely stuff’; and her
China tea-pot, given her by her landlord’s wife,
and an which she set no small store, though the
handle was broken, was converted into crockery
ware !

She came with a woful countenance to com-
municate these sad tidings to her husbandd,  John
hemmed and hawed, and at length wisely deter-
mined to keep his own eounsel, instead of boast-
ing of being the author of the changes which had
taken place. Presemly his lide boy eame in
crying,  * What ails vou, Tommy " said the
father, half pettishly and somewhat suspecting
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that he might have caused his tears also.  “ Why,
daddy,” replied the urchin, * as 1 was playmg at
battledore with Dick, the shuttlecock flew away
and was lost, and the battledores wirned into two
dry sticks, good for nothing but o be burnt”
“Psha!" cried the father, who was berinning to
doubt whether he had not done a foolish thing.
In oriler to take time to turn over the subject m
his mind, and console himself for his disappoint-
ment, he called for his pipe.  The good wife ran
to fetch it, when lo and behold ! the pipes were all
dissolved ! there was pipe-clay in plenty, but no
means of smoking.  Poor John could not refrain
from an oath, and, in order to pacify him, his
wife kindly offered him a pinch of snuf. He
took the box : it felt light, and his mind Mmisgave
him as he tapped it. It was with too much
cause ; for, on opening it, he found it ompty !
At length, being alone, he gave vent to his vex-
attion and disappointment. * I was a fool,” eried
he, “ not to desire the Fairy to meddle with the
luxuries of the rich only. God knows, we have
so few, that it iz very hard we should be depriv-
ed of them. I will return to her at the end of
the week, and beg her to make an exeception in
our favor.”  This thought consoled for a while ;
but, long before the end of the week, poor John
had abundance of cause to repent of all he had
done, His brother Richard, who was engaged n
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a silk manufactory, was, with all the ather weav-
ers, trned out of work. The silk had disap-
peared ; the manufacturers, with ruin staring
them in the face, had sent their workmen out
upon the wide world, Poor John, conscience-
struck, received his starving brother into his
house. * You will see great changes for the
better soon,” said he, “ and get plenty of work.”
—* Where and how ?” cried Richard. But
that was more than John would say.

Soon alter, Jack, his eldest son, returned home
from the coachmaker with whom he work-
ed ; all the carrages being changed into wag-
ons, carts, and ploughs. “But why not re-
main with your master, and work at the cars
instead of the coaches?™ said his father, —
“ Nay, but he would pot keep me, he had no
work for me ; he had more carts amd wagons
than he could dispose of for many a day: the
farmers, he said, had more than they wanted,
and the cartwright business was at an end, as
well as coachmaking.”

John sighed ; indeed, he well-nigh groaned
with compunction, “ It is, however, fortunate
for me,” said he, * that 1 earn my livelihood as a
laborer in the fields. Corn and hay, thank God !
are not luxuries ; and 1, at least, shall not be
thrown out of work.”

In a few days, however, the landlord, on



