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CLASSIFICATION ADOPTED.

BIMANA cvuiiae, A AR [ Two handed.
QUADRUMANA) v vanvacanras oo o Four handed,
CHEIROPTERA, .o ovavvesarassss  Fingeraninged,
INBROTIVORA, \ovvnranrananssnss Trsect-devouring.
OARNIVORA, .evvcvsrasss o+ =o 10+ - Flesh-devouring
RODENTIA; tavanssvsnnas R Gawing
MABSUPIALIA, v 1uvas prn— Pouched,
BUMINANTIA, scsvsnsnsancasn v o v+ Cud-chewing
, PAOEYDERMATA, .ssuvaninrsn oo Thick-slinned.
CRTACBA,. v cnvsnransnssnrs esns s Whales,
ORDER. GENUS, SPECIES,
Faedhie
$-28-22



AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

THERE are two ressons which have induced the Author to -
publish the following pages. The first is, that as the pleasing
study of Natuarsl History ought to be extensively introduced
into institutions of learning, yet the generality of books
already in circulation on this subjeet, present to the mind of
the student erther too great an amount of detail, or else include
in & eingle volume, necessarily meagre, the whole Axnimal
Kingdom. The second 38, that s growing desire for further
acquaintance with this study is felt among & large and incress-
ing class of intelligent readers, whe have not the facilities for
using books of reference which savants have. In a country
like this where a man is brought into contact with mere
nature, teeming with unsuspected wealth, of whatincaleulable
advantage is it to have, if it be but the rudiments of & science
which il tell him the properties, and therefore the value
of ita animals and natural productions. He whose mind is
relaxed and wearied, after the hours of business, will not sit *
dreaming over imposaible scenea of pleasure, or go for amuge-
ment to haunts of coarse excitement, if his interest is once
awakened in some study fitted to keep the mind in health.
To gratify this desire to some extent, and to assist studenis
in this department, i# the object of the present work.
Much of the matter is original, the result of a long and
somewhat extensive familiarity with the science, Muoh also
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hsa been gathered from reliable sources ; the whole divested
a8 much as possible of all ssperitics, in the form of acientifie
names, which a0 often deter beginnera.

In conelusion, the author takes the oppertunity of expressing
his thanks to Sir Wm. Logan, Mr. Billingg, and the Natural
History Boolety of Montreal, the use of whose Lbrariea was
kindly tendered and accepted, and to all those who Have
evinced an interest in the progeess of the work. Should the
sucoeed of this volume on the Mammalin wareant the experi-
ment, othera will follow in due cowme, comprising the re-

mainder of the system.
H. BEAUMONT SMALL.

MoxtaraY, Seplember 1, 1864,
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CHAPTER I

LIMITATION OF S8PECIES—CENTRES OF CRKATION—FACTS AND FIC-
TION=FAUNA OF AMERICA—(ORBRIEQT OF THIS WORH—BATR-
THEIR HABITS~THE SEREW-MOLE—ANECDOTE-THE STAR-KOSED
MOLE-THE SHREW-MOUSE,

Ous of the most remarkable things that strikea even a
casual observer, in taking a view of the Animal kingdom, is
the manner in which species are distributed over the globe;
but to understand this, it is necessary to look st the different
influencez which circumstances exercise over them. Each
division of the world has a fawna (or group of animals)
peculiar to itself, charasterized by some remarkable apecies
found there only. This has been termed the * limitation or
colonization'” of apecies, and haa given rise to many theories ;
—one affirming that each race originated in the apot destited
for it ; another, that the same country saw the birth of every
distinet race, which, migrating, and leaving no trace of their
passage, colonizad as it were, castward and westward, and i
the island groupa of the Bouthern Qcean, as either place
was best adapted for their development ; while some again
maintain that there was originally but one form created, from
which all others have risen ad énfinitum, being se changed
by climate and circumstances, 28 to eventually cause distinet
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species, generating fresh onea in their turn, and terminating
with the human family as the masterpiece of this successive
formation.
The mest natural supposition is, that the all-wise Creator
placed each species where it was permanently destined to
live ; and that from these different * centres of creation,”
.combinations have so multiphied between contiguons regions,
83 to form the various races of animal life. When we find &
country possessing’'a group or groups of animals not found
elsewhere, we may al once set down that as being the centre
of & peculiar creation. In the location of many species,
nature has placed various mits, and the spaces oscupied by
them are most unequal. For example: the Kangaroo and
Ornithorhynens are confined o New Holland ;- the Grizzly
Bear to the Bocky Mountains ; the Dodo, now extinet, to
the Mauritine ; whilst the Swallow, the Crow, and the Fox,
extend to every known reglon. The prineipal cause of
“ limitation ' ia doubtless connected with the unequal iem-
perature of localifies ; certain speeies which thrive in one
elimate, perishing under the inflacnee of another ;—alao the
nature of vegetation in one country, and the sbsence of it in
another,—as in the Polar regions,—oconfining to the former
the larger beasts of prey, dependent on herbivorons animals
a8 their food, with the exception of, in the latter, those that
subgist on fish. The number of species increase as we near
the, tropics, and there it iz where Nature has been most
lavizh in the diversity of life, beauty of color, strangeness
of form, and greatness of proportion. The present total
namber of living speciea which has been satisfactorily made
out and ascertained, exceeds, according to Agassiz, 50,000 !
If the time ever comes when the facts of Natural History
are given without the admixbure of fable, then this branch of
science will be more readily advanced in improvement than
can be readily hoped for, 8o long a8 imagination is allowed to
take the place of actual cheervation. Modern writers continue



