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DEDICATION

I sang of arma and men a marry gory,
You loved to hear of waz and well-fooght fray ;
My tale once claahed like steel and smei of glory,
There were nor love mer kisses in my Iny ;
The tints were crnde end glaring, coame and gory,
He mellow eolvars of & moon-sirock May ;
When yon wonld choose & song of gentler ehiming
Yon thrust me of—in batile & no rhyming.

The blood Howa llowly aow ; no mora wild gleasing
O gioel-reflocted wun, in spoet of kings,
Dintorba lif2’s eventide—ouly s dreaming
O dead atabitions, and the teara of things ;
‘What lictle war is leff, is but a scheming
For bresd and ehelter, and the soldier sugs
In mtiller necents, worn and weary grown :
Thess are his songs—Ad very best, your own,






PREFACE

ANY of the impressions and incidents
recordad in the following pages were
not of my sesking—were, indesd,

at the fime unwelooms visitations. During =
sixfeen monthe' journey in the Balkan oountries,
1908 to 1906, my money-sapply suddenly and
unexpectedly ran out, in places were & replenish-
ment would have been impossible, even if I had
been a Croeeus, and owing to circomstances which
not the most acute prophet conld have foreseen.
And when at last, e the result of s recklesa
adventure, I had obtained a sufficiency to con-
tinwe my journey, I became the victim of s crnel
robbery, whioh deprived me, for the second time,
of all that I then posssssed.

In this wise, the journey, fo which I had
trusted for' succomr to my flnances, rmined by
three years’ military service in Bouth Africa, 1889
to 1902, ended dissstrously in & loss to me of



