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INTRODUCTION.

T TITOMAS BROWXNE (whoss works oconpy
Y prominent & position in the litersry hia-
lory of the seventecnth ecniory) iz an anlhor
who iz mow litfle Jmown amd less read. This com-
parative oblivion to which he has heen comaizmed iz
the more vemarkable, ag, o for nelbiog else, his
wrilings deserve Lo be sindied oz an cxample of th
Enelich lanmuage in whot may be termed a tronsition
slate. The prose of the Elizabethan age was begin-
ning to pass away and give place to 3 more infiated
style of writing—a style which, alter pussimg throngh
varions stages of developmenl, eulminated in that of
o Ohmzot, )
Hrowne 12 one of tha best early examples of thia
sehwool 3 his style, to quote Johnsen himself, “ig
vigorous but rugged, it is learmed but pedantick, it
is deep but obscure, it strikes bul does not please, it
commands but does not allure. . . . It is a tizsue
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of many languages, a mixture of heterogeneous wonds
brought together from distant regions.”

Yebt in spite of this quolified cemenre, there ave
pazsnges  in Browne's works not inferior to any in
the English languaze ; and though his writingg may
not be “a well of FEnglish undeiiled,” yet it 83 the
very defilements that add to the beauty of the work

Tt it is oot only as an example of lterary style
thal Browne deserves o be studied. The meller of
hiz worke, the prandeur of hiz ideas, the originaliiy
of his thonghts, the yreatness of hiz chartity, amply
make unp for the deficiencios (1f deficiencies there be)
in hiz style. An author whe combined the wit of
Montwiype with ibe learning ol Ermsmus, and of
whom vven Hallom could say that * his vadid talends
wanled nothing bat the controlling supremacy of good
senge to place him in the hizhest rank of onr Litesn-
ture,” should not ba sulferod to remiain in obscurity.

A short accounlt of Lis life will form the best
inteoduetion to kis works

Sir Thomass Browne was bom in London, in the
paeizh of 24 Michael le Quern, on the 19th of October
1605, His father was o London Merchunt, of a good
Cheshire family ; and hiz mother a Bussex lady,
danghter of 3lr Paml CGarraway of Lewis, His
father died when he was very young, and lis mother
marrying apgain shortly afterwards, Browne was left
te the cara ol his pemdians, one of whom is said to
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have defranded him out of some of his property. e
was edncated al Winchester, and afterwards sent to
Oxford, to what is new Pembroke College, where he
ipok hiz degree of MA. mm 1620, Therempon ha
commenced for a short time to praclise as 8 physician
in Oxfordshire: DBut we soon fmd him gru_wing fired
of this, and accompanving his father-in-law, Sir
Thomez Dallon, on a tonr of imepection of the castles
uiid fortz m Ireland. We next henr of Browne in
the somth of France, st Monipellier, then o eelobrated
school of mediving where be scems do bave stwlied
sonte litlle time. From there he procecded to Padua,
oo of the mozt famous of the Italian moiversities,
and wneted for the views aome of i3 membera
held om the sniyects of astromomy amd negromaney,
Pmring his mestdence bore, Browne doubilless segomsd
spmeee of his peculiar idess on lhe seicnee ol the
heavens and ihe black erl, and, whali was more im-
porlant, he learnt to repard the BRomamists with that
abundant charity we find throughout hia works
From DPadog, Drowne weol to Leyden, and this swd-
den change from o meat bigoted Homwmn Catholie io
a most bigoted Protestant country was not withoug
its effeed on his mind, az ean be traced in his beok.
Here he took the degree of Doctor of Medicine, and
shortly afterwards returned to England, Soon after

Wi returm, about the year 1635, he published his |

“ Relizip Medici,” his first and preaiest work, which
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muay be fairly recarded as the reflection of the mind
of one who, in spite of & atrong intellect amd wast
erudition, wag etill prone to euperstition, but having

“ Through many citiea strayed,
Their customs, laws, and mannsrs weighed,”

bad obisined too larpe views of mankind to become r
bigot.

After the publication of his hook he setfled at
Norwich, whers he soon had an extensive practice
as & phiysician, From henee thers reinsins liflde to
be told of hie life. In 1837 he wis imeorporated
Doctor of Medicine at Oxford; ond im 1641 he
married Dorothy the daughter of Edward MMilebham,
of Burlingham in Norfolk, and had by her a family
of gleven children,

In 1846 ke published iz “Prendodpxia Epi-
cemica,” or Epguiries into Vulmar Frooss  The dis-
covery of zome Roman Umns at Bursham, in Nor-
folk, led him in 1658 o write his “ Hydristaphin®
(Urn-bmrial) ; he also published at the same time
“The Ganlen of Cyrus, or the Quincunxzeial Lezenpe
of the Aneients,” & comions work, but far inferior to
iz oflier productions.

In 1665 he was clected an honorary Fellow of
the College of Physicians, *virtute ol literis orna-
tissimus.”

Browne had always been a Royaligt. In 1643 he
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had refused to subseribe to the fund that waa then
being raised for regaining Neweastle, He proved a
huppy exception to the almost proverbial negleet the
Raoyalists regeived from Charles IT, in 1671, for when
Charles woag al Newmarkel, he came over to see Noz-
wich, ond eonforred the hopour of knighthood on .
Browne. His reputation was now very preat. Evelyn |
paid a2 wisit to Norwick for the cxpress purpose of
seeing him; and at lemgth, on his TGth birthduy
(1h  Ootober, 1682) he died, full of yesrs and
homriura,

IL was g striking coincidence that he, who in his
Lelter be o Friond had said that ©in persons who ont-
live many yoors, apd when ibere are no lesa than
363 days to determine their lives in cvery year, that
the firet day should mark the last, that the tal
of the snake should return into iks mounth precissly
at thal time, and that they shonld wind up upow the
duy of their nativity, 13 indesd a remarkablo come-
cidones, which, thongh astrology bath tuken witty
paing to solve, yet hath it been very wary in making
predictions of it," shonld bimself die on the day of
hiz birth

Browne was buried in the Church of St Peter,
Mancroft, Norwich, where hiz wife erected to his
memory & mural monument, on which was placed
an English and Latin inscription, setting forth that
ke was the author of “ Religio Medici,” # Peendodoxia



