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T WIS GRACE

THE MOST REV. JOSEPH DIXON,

—

My pear Lorp AncHpisHOP,

In dedicating to your Grace the following
Lecture, I have been influenced by motives of a
public, as well as a personal nature.

In the first place, no Prelate, 1 thiuk, in the United
Kingdom is more alive than your Grace to the dan.
wers threatening European society, or has combated
with greater energy the demon of revolution, whether
at home or abroad.

Secondly, our University, amid all the struggles of
its infancy, has possessed no truer or more en-
lightened friend and protector than your Grace,

Then, as regards personal considerations, I wish
here to record my deep sense of gratitude for the
great kindness I have invariably experienced from
your Grace, as well as for your encouragement of my
humble labours in the Institution, with which I have
the honour to be connected.

These public lectures form, I think, a special bond
of sympathy between the professors and the students
of our University, as well as between that University
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aud the public at large.  The excellent youth, who
frequent our halls, take an espeecial interest in the
treatment of historical subjects; and the enlightened
Catholic publie of Dublin, like that of the Provinees,
ever anxious to further the interests of religion and
letters, have on many occasions given the kindest
marks of encouragement not only to the lectures of
the humble individual, who now addresses your
Grace, but to those of his able colleazues,

In combating the religious and the social errors of
secret societies, I am acting, I believe, in the spirit of
the memorable address of the Prelutes of Ireland,
lately referred to by a very respectable Protestant
member of the Dublin Corporation, and which bears
the date of Thurles; 3th of September, 1850. In
this address it is said “that the youth of Ireland
shall, with God's blessing, be saved from the taint of
a mischievous philosophy by a thoroughly Catholic
clueation,  And this is one of the grand objects of
a Catholic University”. And, again, the venerable
Prelates declare, “ In the revolutions which recently
agitated the Continent, who were every where the
apostles of rebellion, the standard.bearers of anarehy?
Were they not students of colleges and universitics,
in which, according to the modern fashion, every
thing is taught but religion? God forbid that so
baneful a system should cver take root in our
countiy.,

“ Should the sovercien of these realms ever have to
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invoke the loyalty of the well-disposed against the
designs of turbulent men, the youth brought up in a
Catholic University would be found in the front rank
of the defenders of order”,*

A Christian University should carefully eschew the
party polities of the day; but it should, at the same
time, strenuously uphold and proclaim the eternal
principles of social order.  In other words, it should
preach the Gospel in its integrity, and in all its appli-
cations, as determined by holy Church.

The important subject of the following Lecture
I have endenvoured to discuss with the requisite
moderation; and I have striven to reconceile the claims
of charity with those of truth.

I beg leave here to tender my sincere thanks to
the eminent Divine, who has had the kindoess to
furnish me with a valuable analysis of the Papal
Bulls respecting Secret Societies. It will be found
in the Appendix.

Begging your Grace's blessing on my labours,

I remain, my dear Lord Archibishop,
With many thanks,
Your Grace’s most obedient aud devoted servant,

Tue Avrnon.
Dubling 8th July, 1862,

* See Address to the people of Ireland, p. 7, 8.



LECTURE ON FREEMASONRY.

LapiEs Axp GENTIZMEN:

In resuming these Public Lectures, which have
been delayed longer than I could have wished, I had
purposed to do for Portugal what I had already done
for Spain, by tracing her history from the fifteenth
century, down to the last War of Independence.

But revered members of the Irish clergy having
requested me to treat of Secret Societies, which are
now the curse and bane of European nations, I have
begun with the venerable parent of all secret societies,
the Masonic Order. But, before entering upon the
subject, I wish to make a few preliminary remarks,

In the first place, onr Protestant brethren, mnot
being interdicted by the authorities in their different
communions from becoming members of this society,
incur not by sueh a step the same responsibility as
Catholics who join it. In the second place, many
excellent Catholies, on being made acquainted with
the judements of the Church on Frecmasonry, have
given up all connection with the Order, In the third
{iﬂc{:, there are in all eountries, estimable individuals

longing to the lower degrees of Masonry, and who
are not cognizant of its ultimate tendency, which I
shall show to be anti-Christian and anti-social.  And
lastly, this remark is especially applicable to these
three countrics—England, Scotland, and Ivcland,
where Masonry has generally, but not always, re-
tained a more mnocuous character.

In our East and West India eolonies, where hospi.
tality is, as it were, a necessity of life, this society is
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found to possess great attractions.  And so, likewise,
in that noble Profession of arms, where friendships
are so warm and generous, this institution iz thought
to knit closer the ties of fellowship.,

Thus an Englizsh or Ivish Cathelic young gentle.
man, finding, 1 Protestant England for example,
Masonry in its lower grades comparatively harmless,
procceds to Belginm, expecting to find in that very
Catholic conntry the order in a most satisfactory
condition, Yet it iz precisely because Delgium is
guch a Catholic country, that the bad clements of so.
ciety there have settled in Masonie lodges, The de-
pravity of those lodges may be estimated by a single
fact. A few years ago, they were shameless enough
to present o golden pen to the most infamous writer
of the present age, the late M. Eugéne Sue,  So the
English or Irish Catholic young gentleman, who has,
as | have supposed, visited these Belgian lodges, will
return to his country either disgusted with Masonry,
or with his faith and morals vuined.

But it is time, after these preliminary remarks, to
enter upen the subjeet.

As Ireemasonry professes in its higher grades to
restore what 1t ealls the pure Religion of Nature; and
again, as it promises under the specions names of
“Liberty and Equality”, to make men better and
happier than Christianity has made them ; it throws
down the gauntlet on all the great problems of moral
and social life.  Whoever attempts, thercfore, to op-
pose its pretensions, must tuke up the gauntlet it has
thrown down.

Under these cireumstanees, I have been compelled
to point ont the nature of primitive religion, the de-
fection of heathenism, and the relations of the cele-
beated Elensinian Mysteries, from  whieh Masonry
claims to dervive its system, hoth to the primitive Re-
velation on the one fmn:], and to paganism itsell’ on
the other.  The appeal whick this institution makes
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to what it calls the more spiritual Judaism, is then
examined.

Next, I give a rapid historic sketch of Masonry,
showing how it evolved from the associations of
architects in the middle age, till, in the times of the
English Commonwealth, it assumed a political form,
Then I trace ite history from that period down to the
middle of the last century, when it incurs the formal
censures of the Church.  Afterwards, I endeavour to
justify the judgments of the Church in respect to all
seeret societies, and especially to those, who, like the
higher Masons, the IHuminati, the Jacobins, and
the Socialists, aim at a total religious and social re.
volution. I show how utterly inconsistent with
the Christian reyelation are the very pretensions of
Masonry. Then I explain why so many estimable
individuals, and some holding o high social position,
were members of the Masonie Order.  Afterwards, 1
show that a large portion of Masons in every country,
and especially in this empire, as they oeccupied the
lower grades of the Order, knew nothing of its ulti-
mate tendencies, The dangers of Masonry, even to
those in the inferior degrees, are then considered.

Next I analyze its constitution, and then it re-
ligious, and sugscquentl}' its political, doctrines.

Here oceurs an episode on the Knights-Templars,
in which I show how their history fits in to that of
the Masonic Order. I prove how the corrupt tencts
of the bad portion of the Templars perfectly corres.
pond to those of the higher grades of Masonry. I
then go off into an excursus on the social and intel-
lectual blessings which the Catholic Church has ac-
tually conferred on mankind, compared with those
which Masonry promised, but could never realize, I
conclude with a comparison between the religious
and political tenets of the deistical Masons, of the
atheistical Illuminati and Jacobins, and of the pan.
theistic Sacialists, Such is the wide field I purpose
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